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---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------- 

WITNESS STATEMENT OF DR MOUSA ABU MARZOUK 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------- 

I, MOUSA ABU MARZOUK, resident in Doha, Qatar, and the Head of International 
Relations and Legal Office in the Political Bureau of the Islamic Resistance Movement - 
‘Hamas’, MAKE THIS STATEMENT in support of the application by the organisation for 
its deproscription.  

1. I am the Head of International Relations and Legal Office of the Political Bureau of 
the Islamic Resistance Movement - ‘Hamas’. I was one of the founders of the 
movement in 1987 during the Intifada and have held various senior positions in the 
movement since then.  

2. My parents were forced to flee from Yibna during the Nakba in 1948. Due to the 
severe violence perpetrated by the colonising Zionist soldiers, my hometown was 
transformed into a depopulated Palestinian town whose ruins are located southeast 
of the modern city of ‘Yavne’.  

3. I was born on February 9th, 1951 in a refugee camp in Rafah, Occupied Palestine. I 
have and will never relinquish my right to return to the town from which my parents 
were deliberately ethnically cleansed by Zionists, colonisers who viewed and still 
view me and my family as a racial threat because we are not Jewish.  

4. I am an engineer by profession. I obtained a BSc from Helwan University before 
travelling to the United States where I obtained a MSc in construction management 
from Colorado State University, and then a PhD in Industrial Engineering. 

5. I am submitting this application on behalf of Hamas for its deproscription from the 
British government’s list of proscribed terrorist groups. Despite the British state 

IN THE MATTER OF AN APPLICATION FOR DEPROSCRIPTION

BETWEEN:

حركة المقاومة الاسلامیة 

HARAKAT AL-MUQAWAMAH AL-ISLAMIYYAH
Applicant

-and-

SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE HOME 
DEPARTMENT Respondent
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being the architect of our suffering through its collaboration with the Zionist project 
for over a century, I am inviting you to reverse that policy today.  

6. We furthermore intend that the application will damage the standing and credibility 
of Zionism as an ideology, and the Zionists who still somehow openly identify with 
it. We hope that the current crisis of Zionism, substantially precipitated by the actions 
of Hamas’ military wing and other groups on 7th October 2023, can be transformed 
into a terminal crisis.  

HAMAS AND BRITAIN 

7. Hamas is not a terrorist group. It is a Palestinian Islamic liberation and resistance 
movement whose goal is to liberate Palestine and confront the Zionist project. Its 
frame of reference is Islam, which determines its principles, objectives and means. 
We also look outwards to draw inspiration from the glorious tradition of all those 
peoples and groups who have resisted colonialism, occupation and imperialism in 
the name of justice, dignity, and human equality. The British government’s decision 
to proscribe Hamas is an unjust one that is symptomatic of its unwavering support 
for Zionism, apartheid, occupation and ethnic cleansing in Palestine for over a 
century.  

8. Hamas does not and never has posed a threat to Britain, despite the latter’s ongoing 
complicity in the genocide of our people. It is perhaps out of colonial guilt that 
Britain fears that one day, those it oppresses will strike back against the sponsors of 
the Zionist entity. Britain should have no such fear. Throughout its almost four 
decades of existence, Hamas has only ever carried out its operations within the 
territory of historic Palestine. It has never carried out an operation outside of 
Palestine even when other Palestinian resistance groups have done so. That is our 
policy, and you have no reason to doubt its centrality to our strategy. We are unlike 
the Zionists for whom the entire world is a battlefield as they carry out assassination 
attempts of Hamas leaders in Iran, Lebanon, and the UAE, even attempting an 
assassination in Jordan, a nation with whom the Zionist entity has signed a peace 
and security agreement. Hamas has never carried out an operation outside of the 
borders of Palestine. 

9. Hamas does not target British citizens either in the UK or anywhere else. However, if 
a British citizen were to enter Palestine and join the armed forces of the Zionist entity 
or illegally occupy land stolen from the indigenous Palestinian population – a 
colonial settlement – they would put themselves at risk of being targeted, not 
because of their British nationality, but because of their commission of war crimes 
and the crime against humanity of apartheid, and their participation in the ongoing 
genocide. 

10. Hamas does not have a presence in Britain. It does not have an office in the country, 
any members resident there, or any publications. However, I have noticed from 
social media over the past 15 months that an increasing number of people living in 
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Britain have become more sympathetic towards Hamas and our liberation struggle 
as a result of the brutal reality of Zionism being exposed through the first live-
streamed genocide in history. This is reflective of the natural disposition of the British 
people towards justice: they are waking up to the myriad ways that they have been 
deliberately misled about Hamas for many years by politicians and the mainstream 
media. It is alarming that so many journalists, activists and students are being 
criminalised by the British state for simply expressing support for a movement that is 
protecting its people from genocide.  

11. We are concerned at the lack of respect for freedom of speech in Britain as a result of 
its long standing policy of support for Zionism. It seems that Britain is so insecure 
about the Zionist account of reality that it is not willing to even allow opposing 
views to be ventilated lest the house of cards upon which it has rested its integrity 
comes crashing down at the first engagement with the truth. The truth is that the 
“land without a people” always had people: Palestinians exist, we are not inferior to 
other peoples, and like all humans, we cannot and will not live without dignity. 

IMPACT OF PROSCRIPTION 

12. Hamas is by far and away the most effective military force resisting – and seeking to 
end and prevent – the ongoing acts of genocide being committed by the Zionist State 
against the Palestinians in Gaza. We believe that by maintaining its ban on Hamas, 
the British state continues to be in breach of its obligations under international law to 
employ all means reasonably available to it to prevent – and end – the genocide of 
our people.  Not content with supplying arms, military intelligence and diplomatic 
support to the Zionist soldiers murdering us, you tie our hands behind our back 
when we try to resist, and muffle and criminalise those who would cry out in 
solidarity with our struggle.   

13. In fact, by continuing to proscribe Hamas, the British state is complicit in the ongoing 
acts of genocide by inhibiting the effort and effectiveness of the last line of defence 
between the Palestinians in Gaza and the genocidal war machine that is the Zionist 
entity.  

14. Under international law, ‘Israel’, as an occupying power, does not have a right to 
self-defence. Hamas, on the other hand, as an organised resistance movement 
representing the Palestinian people, has the right to use armed resistance to repel 
belligerent occupation in its exercise of its right to self-determination. Britain, by 
maintaining its proscription of Hamas, continues to render aid and assistance to the 
Zionist entity in maintaining its unlawful occupation, with all of the racial 
segregation, apartheid and ethnic cleansing that this occupation entails. This is 
contrary to Britain’s obligations as enumerated recently by the International Court of 
Justice.  
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ANTISEMITISM 

15. We reject any allegations that we are antisemitic or that we target Jewish people. I 
appreciate that there is a level of controversy surrounding some of the wording of 
our founding Charter. This was drafted without consultation with the senior 
leadership who were either in prison or in exile at the time. Hamas has published a 
series of other documents since then, culminating in our Document of General 
Principles and Policies of 2017, all of which expressly distinguish between Jews and 
Zionists. I have incorporated parts of that policy within this witness statement as 
continuing to reflect the positions of the movement.  

16. Our struggle is not against Jewish people because of their religion but against the 
Zionists who occupy Palestine. Yet, it is the Zionists who constantly identify Judaism 
and the Jewish people with their own colonial project and illegal entity. We 
acknowledge and appreciate the solidarity shown to our people and our struggle by 
many Jewish people around the world including within ‘Israel’, whose stance against 
Zionism exposes the dangerous lie that conflates Judaism with Zionism.  

17. We are particularly appalled by the weaponisation of antisemitism to attempt to 
silence those standing against apartheid, occupation and genocide. The Zionist entity 
and its supporters have completely undermined the struggle against genuine 
antisemitism by manipulating the term to protect the Zionist entity from criticism 
and censure. Over the past year, Zionists have accused numerous officials and 
institutions of being antisemitic including the UN Special Rapporteur Francesca 
Albanese, the UN General Secretary Antonio Guterres, UNRWA, the ICJ, the ICC, the 
government of South Africa, the Irish Taoiseach Simon Harris, and the President of 
Ireland Michael D. Higgins. In the process, Zionists have debased and degraded the 
important definition of ‘antisemitism’ until it means almost nothing. Zionists, many 
of them not Jewish, have deliberately fashioned an utterly warped definition of 
antisemitism, and they consciously wield it to shield Zionism and ‘Israel’ from 
entirely legitimate criticism. At a time when actual antisemitism is on the rise, this 
shameless ‘crying wolf’ is a staggeringly irresponsible and dangerous policy to 
pursue. It diminishes our ability to combat antisemitism when and where it does 
actually arise. 

18. The Zionist project is a racist, aggressive, colonial and expansionist endeavour based 
on seizing the property of others; it is hostile to the Palestinian people and to their 
aspiration for freedom, liberation, return and self-determination. The ‘Israeli’ entity 
is the plaything of the Zionist project and its foremost base of aggression. ‘Israel’ is a 
military outpost, an “unsinkable aircraft carrier”, maintained by the US and staffed 
by an army of conscripts. Zionism is an ideology that is the root of all violence in 
Palestine and that violence will continue until Zionism is systematically dismantled.   

19. Hamas rejects the persecution of any human being or the undermining of his or her 
rights on national, religious or sectarian grounds. The Palestinian people have 
always stood against oppression, injustice, and the committing of massacres against 
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civilians regardless of who commit them. Based on our religious and moral values, 
we clearly stated our rejection to what the Jews were exposed to by the Nazi 
Germany. Hamas is of the view that the ‘Jewish problem’, antisemitism and the 
persecution of the Jews are phenomena fundamentally linked to European history 
and not to the history of the Arabs and the Muslims or to their heritage. The Arab 
and Islamic environment was an example of co-existence, cultural interaction and 
religious freedoms. The current conflict is caused by the Zionist aggressive behaviour 
and its alliance with the western colonial powers; therefore, we reject the exploitation 
of the Jewish suffering in Europe to justify the oppression against our people in 
Palestine. The Zionist movement, which was able with the help of Western powers to 
occupy Palestine, is the most dangerous form of settler colonialism. That form has 
already been defeated and eradicated from much of the world, and must similarly be 
defeated and eradicated from Palestine.  

20. The Zionist project does not target the Palestinian people alone; it is the enemy of the 
Arab and Islamic Ummah posing a grave threat to its security and interests. It is also 
hostile to the Ummah’s aspirations for unity, renaissance and liberation and has been 
the major source of its troubles. The Zionist project also poses a danger to 
international security and peace and to mankind and its interests and stability. For its 
entire existence, ‘Israel’ has been in a state of constant war with other countries in the 
region. Zionism is a savage, expansionist, racial supremacist project that should have 
never been supported. It is time for that project to be abandoned and replaced, 
ideally with a single, democratic state of Palestine in which people of all faiths are 
treated as equal in humanity, rights and dignity. 

JERUSALEM AND THE AL-AQSA MOSQUE 

21. Jerusalem is the capital of Palestine. Its religious, historic and civilisational status is 
fundamental to the Arabs, Muslims and the world at large. Its Islamic and Christian 
holy places belong exclusively to the Palestinian people and to the Arab and Islamic 
Ummah. Not one stone of Jerusalem can be surrendered or relinquished. The 
measures undertaken by the occupiers in Jerusalem, such as Judaization, settlement 
building, and establishing facts on the ground are fundamentally null and void.  

22. The blessed Al-Aqsa Mosque belongs exclusively to our people and our Ummah, and 
the occupation has no right to it whatsoever. The occupation’s plots, measures and 
attempts to Judaize Al-Aqsa and divide it are null, void and illegitimate. Hamas 
views itself as a protector of Al-Aqsa against the frequent violations of its sanctity by 
the Zionist entity. 

PRISONERS 

23. It is a tragic reality that almost every Palestinian household has a family member 
being detained in an Israeli prison. Since 1967, over 800,000 Palestinians, including 
children, have been incarcerated by the Zionist military. The thousands of Palestinian 
political prisoners or hostages currently languishing in Zionist prisons where they 
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are routinely tortured, raped and mistreated, include hundreds of women and 
children, many of whom are subject to administrative detention which can be 
renewed indefinitely.   

24. The release of the Palestinian prisoners is a consensus position among Palestinians 
with strong support from all sectors of society. Where appeals to the international 
community to release our prisoners have fallen on deaf ears, our experience has 
demonstrated that the most effective method of liberating our prisoners is through 
the prisoner exchange process. 

RESISTANCE AND LIBERATION 

25. The liberation of Palestine is the duty of the Palestinian people in particular and the 
duty of the Arab and Islamic Ummah in general. It is also a humanitarian obligation 
as necessitated by the dictates of truth and justice. The agencies working for 
Palestine, whether national, Arab, Islamic or humanitarian, complement each other 
and are harmonious and not in conflict with each other. 

26. Resisting the occupation with all means and methods is a legitimate right guaranteed 
by divine laws and by international norms and laws. At the heart of these lies the 
norms regulating armed resistance, which Hamas regards as the most viable strategic 
choice for protecting the principles and the rights of the Palestinian people. Like all 
forms of settler colonialism, Zionism will concede nothing without a credible 
military threat. 

27. Hamas has a history of both armed and unarmed resistance. The latter was 
manifested in its support and facilitation of initiatives like the Great March of Return 
and Hamas’ involvement in parliamentary elections. Unfortunately, such initiatives 
were only met with further military assaults by the Zionist entity and genocidal 
sanctions imposed by the Western world to penalise the Palestinian people for 
exercising their democratic right to choose a government of their choice.  

28. Hamas rejects any attempt to undermine the resistance and its armed struggle. It also 
affirms the right of our people to develop the means and mechanisms of resistance. 
Managing resistance, in terms of escalation or de-escalation, or in terms of 
diversifying the means and methods, is an integral part of the process of managing 
the conflict and should not be at the expense of the principle of resistance.  

29. On the morning of October 7th, 2023, the Izz ad-Din al-Qassam Brigades executed a 
military manoeuvre targeting the Gaza Division of Israel’s Southern Command. 
Much has been said and written about the operation, but there has been little 
coverage in the English-speaking word about the intended nature of the operation as 
articulated by the movement itself in its various written statements and interviews 
over the past 17 months. I have prepared a separate witness statement focussing on 
the operation. Suffice to say here that the instructions given to our elite forces – our 
Nukhba – were to kill and capture Zionist soldiers and not to target women, children 
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and the elderly. To the extent that any individual crimes were allegedly committed 
by our soldiers, we have internal mechanisms for investigating and disciplining 
them. Unlike the Zionist entity, we take justice and accountability very seriously, and 
to that extent, we remain, as always, prepared to cooperate with any international 
investigations and inquiries into the operation, even if ‘Israel’ refuses to do so. 

HAMAS AND POLITICAL SOLUTIONS 

30. The Palestinian struggle is not just for land; it is for the dignity and freedom of our 
people. The dignity and rights of all people who live in Palestine must be the 
foundation for any just solution to the conflict 

31. We consider the following to be null and void: the Balfour Declaration, the British 
Mandate for Palestine, the UN Palestine Partition Resolution, and whatever 
resolutions and measures that derive from them or are similar to them. The 
establishment of ‘Israel’ is a profound historical mistake, one that contravenes the 
inalienable rights of the Palestinian people and goes against their will and the will of 
the Ummah; it is also in violation of human rights that are guaranteed by 
international conventions, foremost among them is the right to self-determination. 

32. Hamas affirms that the Oslo Accords and their addenda contravene the governing 
rules of international law in that they generate commitments that violate the 
inalienable rights of the Palestinian people. Therefore, the Movement rejects these 
agreements and all that flows from them, such as the obligations that are detrimental 
to the interests of our people, especially security coordination (which in effect is 
collaboration with the Zionist occupation). 

33. Hamas rejects all the agreements, initiatives and settlement projects that are aimed at 
undermining the Palestinian cause and the rights of our Palestinian people. In this 
regard, any stance, initiative or political programme must not in any way violate 
these rights and should not contravene them or contradict them. 

34. We will never recognise the legitimacy of the Zionist entity or its “right to exist”, a 
concept that does not have any basis under international law. It is you and the 
Zionist entity that continue to deny our people’s right to exist. Whatever has befallen 
the land of Palestine in terms of occupation, settlement building, Judaization or 
changes to its features or falsification of facts is illegitimate.  

35. Hamas believes that no part of the land of Palestine shall be compromised or 
conceded, irrespective of the causes, the circumstances and the pressures and no 
matter how long the occupation lasts. Hamas rejects any alternative to the full and 
complete liberation of Palestine, from the river to the sea.  

36. However, without compromising its rejection of the Zionist entity and without 
relinquishing any Palestinian rights, Hamas considers the establishment of a fully 
sovereign and independent Palestinian state, with Jerusalem as its capital along the 
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ceasefire line of the 4th of June 1967, with the return of the refugees and the 
displaced to their homes from which they were expelled, to be a formula of national 
consensus. Hamas has on numerous occasions for over two decades proposed a 
hudnah or long-term truce on this basis. Its goodwill has been abused by the Zionists, 
who have assassinated members of its leadership to undermine such efforts. 

37. Hamas stresses that transgression against the Palestinian people, usurping their land 
and banishing them from their homeland cannot be called ‘peace’. Any so-called 
agreement reached on this basis will not lead to peace. Resistance and jihad for the 
liberation of Palestine will remain a legitimate right, a duty and an honour for all the 
sons and daughters of our people and our Ummah. 

38. Following the humiliating Zionist military collapse on October 7th, 2023, and because 
its response has been an intensification of its incremental genocide, ‘Israel’ has 
clearly become a pariah state. What seemed solid and durable about the Zionist 
presence in Palestine has been fundamentally changed and rendered plastic. The 
entire political and institutional framework in Palestine and the wider region is in a 
state of flux, and Zionism is in a profound and deepening crisis, having experienced 
a sudden plummet in its reputation. Jewish people in the diaspora, young and old, 
are increasingly and loudly turning their back on Zionism. In that rapidly evolving 
situation, Hamas is committed to bold new solutions and resolutions to the struggle 
against Zionism, including options that seemed impossible prior to October 2023 

THE PALESTINIAN POLITICAL SYSTEM 

39. A real state of Palestine is a state that has been liberated. There is no alternative to a 
fully sovereign Palestinian State on the entire national Palestinian soil, with 
Jerusalem as its capital.  

40. Hamas believes in, and adheres to, managing its Palestinian relations on the basis of 
pluralism, democracy, national partnership, acceptance of the other and the adoption 
of dialogue. The aim is to bolster the unity of ranks and joint action for the purpose 
of accomplishing national goals and fulfilling the aspirations of the Palestinian 
people.  

41. The PLO is a national framework for the Palestinian people inside and outside of 
Palestine.  It should therefore be preserved, developed and rebuilt on democratic 
foundations so as to secure the participation of all the constituents and forces of the 
Palestinian people, in a manner that safeguards Palestinian rights. 

42. Hamas stresses the necessity of building Palestinian national institutions on sound 
democratic principles, foremost among them are free and fair elections. Such a 
process should be on the basis of national partnership and in accordance with a clear 
programme and strategy that adhere to the rights, including the right of resistance, 
and which fulfil the aspirations of the Palestinian people. 
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CONCLUSION 

43. It seems that the actions of the Palestinian resistance on October 7th have precipitated 
a profound crisis within Zionism. Inshallah, it proves to be a terminal crisis, one that 
leads to a process of dismantling Israeli apartheid and replacing it with a system 
based on the values of tolerance, mutual recognition, and love grounded in 
acknowledging and meeting human need.  

44. Contrary to Israeli Defence Minister Yoav Gallant’s explicitly genocidal contention, 
Hamas and the wider Palestinian resistance are not “human animals.” We are full 
humans, whom Zionism has explicitly, repeatedly, and for more than a century, 
deliberately treated as sub-human. For almost two decades, ‘Israel’ has herded 
millions of Palestinians into a concentration camp called ‘the Gaza strip’ and told us 
we are worthless. For Hamas and other Palestinian resistance groups to have driven 
bulldozers through, flown paragliders over, dug tunnels under, and generally found 
ingenious ways to breach the frontiers of that prison is a testament to Palestinian 
dignity, and to human dignity more generally.  

45. Unsurprisingly, the British state continues to side with the genocidal Zionist 
coloniser, while proscribing organisations like ours that strive to assert Palestinian 
dignity. Hamas is a resistance movement that – similar to every people who have 
fought to assert their dignity in the face of European and north American colonial 
capitalism – will liberate our colonised Palestinian people despite, not because of, 
the British government. 

46. I invite the British state to now depart from this oppressive policy and be on the right 
side of history by deproscribing our movement. 
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------- 

WITNESS STATEMENT OF DR MOUSA ABU MARZOUK 

ON OPERATION TOOFAN AL-AQSA 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------- 

I, MOUSA ABU MARZOUK, resident in Doha, Qatar, and the Head of International 
Relations and Legal Office in the Political Bureau of the Islamic Resistance Movement - 
‘Hamas’, MAKE THIS STATEMENT in support of the application by the organisation for 
its deproscription. 

1. On the morning of October 7th, 2023, the Izz ad-Din al-Qassam Brigades executed a 
military manoeuvre targeting the Gaza Division of Israel’s Southern Command.  

2. On January 21st, 2024, we released an 18-page document entitled ‘Our Narrative – 
Operation al-Aqsa Flood’. This constituted the movement’s official narrative about 
the events of October 7th, 2023.  Despite the document being published in both Arabic 
and English and widely distributed, the mainstream Western media chose not to 
publish or discuss it and instead decided to continue to propagate Zionist lies and 
propaganda surrounding the operation as a means of enabling the continuing 
genocide of the Palestinian people. 

3. What follows should be viewed as a commentary on that document which I will refer 
to as Hamas Narrative Document (‘HND’). Excerpts from that narrative will appear 
below as embedded paragraphs and can be distinguished by their appearing in bold 
and italics. I am conscious that the same anti-Palestinian racism that allowed many in 
the West to believe that our people would behead, burn and bake babies, glorify 
Hitler and Daesh simultaneously, and engage in mass and systematic rape, will 
prejudice your ability to accept the veracity of what I will say. We have therefore 
taken the time and effort to corroborate the account below with reports from the 
print and broadcast media. I trust that this will help you read this account without 
your judgment being clouded by any inherent anti-Palestinian racism. 

IN THE MATTER OF AN APPLICATION FOR DEPROSCRIPTION

BETWEEN:

حركة المقاومة الاسلامیة 

HARAKAT AL-MUQAWAMAH AL-ISLAMIYYAH
Applicant

-and-

SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE HOME 
DEPARTMENT Respondent
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WHY OPERATION TOOFAN AL-AQSA? 

4. Section 1 of the HND refers to the reasons why the Toofan Al Aqsa operation 
happened at all. Gaza is a region where more than 70% of the residents are refugees 
from the 1948 Nakba – the Catastrophe. That Catastrophe, where 57% of the 
indigenous residents of Palestine were expelled and over 500 Palestinian villages 
destroyed, was soon followed by the Israeli occupation of the rest of Palestine in 
1967. Since 2007, siege conditions have been imposed on Gaza for seventeen 
gruelling years, where Palestinians have endured five destructive wars within a 
broader Israeli policy of ‘mowing the lawn.’ According to ‘official figures’ cited in 
section 1 of the HND, between January 2000 and September 2023, 11,299 Palestinians 
were killed, with a further 156,768 injured, at the hands of the Israeli occupation.  1

5. Our leaders have repeatedly referred to the causative factors that led to Toofan Al 
Aqsa. Our former leader, the martyr Ismail Haniyeh, who was martyred by the 
Zionist entity in Tehran on July 31st, 2024, spoke at a conference in January 2024 in 
Doha and mentioned three primary factors. The first, was the general erasure of the 
Palestinian cause from the consideration of much of the world. The second, was the 
unique extremism of the current Zionist government that has created a permissive 
environment for settler attacks in the West Bank, openly celebrated the torture of 
Palestinians in Israeli prisons, agitated for the destruction of Al-Aqsa Mosque, and 
hosted ministers who have publicly flirted with expulsion plans and the erasure of 
Palestine from the map of the Middle East. The third factor he mentioned was the 
normalisation trajectory initiated by the Abraham Accords. Normalisation provided 
additional legitimacy to the Zionist entity, and in so doing, also meant the effective 
normalisation of Palestinian suffering.  2

6. It is important to understand that the October 7th offensive was a pre-emptive one, 
executed once we had acquired intelligence that Israeli forces were planning to attack 
Palestinian resistance groups. As early as October 12th, the martyr Saleh al-Arouri, 
the ex-deputy head of Hamas who was martyred by the Zionist entity in Beirut on 
January 2nd, 2024, mentioned this when he said, “we carried out a pre-emptive strike. We 
had information that there were arrangements to come after the holidays for a surprise attack 
against us. And for that reason, we carried out this pre-emptive attack on the Gaza 
Division.”  Likewise, Abu Ubaidah, military spokesperson for the Qassam brigades, 3

has referred to operation Toofan Al-Aqsa, as one which “shook the Zionist enemy and 
changed the face of the region… [it was an operation] in which we struck the enemy with a 

 Section 1.3 of the HND1

Speech of Head of Hamas’ Political 2“] كلمة رئیس المكتب السیاسي لحركة حماس إسماعیل ھنیة أمام مؤتمر غزة طوفان الأقصى ودور الأمة 

Bureau Ismail Haniyeh in front of the conference: Gaza – Al-Aqsa Flood and the role of the Ummah”], YouTube, 
uploaded by Al Jazeera Arabic, (January 9, 2024), (4:06), https://youtu.be/LlmUxKx37c8?feature=shared&t=246 

Deputy Head of Hamas’ Political Bureau 3“] نائب رئیس المكتب السیاسي لحركة حماس للجزیرة: ھذه معركة متقدمة على طریق حریة شعبنا 

to Al-Jazeera: This is a significant battle on the road to our people’s freedom”], YouTube, uploaded by Al Jazeera 
Arabic, (October 12, 2023), (7:06), https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LAqZA0GDe1M&rco=1  – comments 
from this statement are later referenced as SAN (Saleh al-Arouri Narrative)
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massive pre-emptive strike after its planning for a major strike against the resistance in Gaza, 
with all its resistance factions, had reached its final stages.”   A Channel 12 investigation 4

also revealed that on October 1st, 2023, the head of Shin Bet presented a plan for a 
“broad campaign” against Hamas in which Hamas leaders, including Yahya Sinwar 
and Muhammad al-Deif, should be assassinated.  5

7. The Israeli violations and brutality were documented by many UN organizations 
international human rights groups including Amnesty International and Human 
Rights Watch, and even documented by Israeli human rights groups. However, these 
reports and testimonies were ignored and the Israeli occupation is yet to be held 
accountable. For example, on Oct 29, 2021, Israel’s Ambassador the UN Gilad Erdan 
insulted the UN system by tearing up a report for the UN Human Rights Council 
during an address at the General Assembly and threw it in a dustbin before leaving 
the podium. Yet, he was appointed in the following year – 2022 – to the post of vice-
president of the UN General Assembly.  

8. The US administration and its western allies have always been treating Israel as a 
state above the law; they provide it with the needed cover to maintain prolonging 
the occupation and cracking down the Palestinian people and also allowing 'Israel' 
to exploit such situation to expropriate further Palestinian lands and to Judaize 
their sanctities and holy sites. Despite the fact that the UN had issued more than 900 
resolutions over the past 75 years in favor of the Palestinian people, 'Israel' rejected 
to abide by any of these resolutions, and the US VETO was always present at the 
UN Security Council to prevent any condemnation to 'Israel's' policies and 
violations. That’s why we see the US and other western countries complicit and 
partners to the Israeli occupation in its crimes and in the continued suffering of the 
Palestinian people. 

9. As for “the peaceful settlement process” … the Oslo Accords signed in 1993 with the 
Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) stipulated the establishment of a 
Palestinian independent state in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip… 'Israel' 
systematically destroyed every possibility to establish the Palestinian state through 
a wide campaign of settlements’ construction and Judaization of the Palestinian 
lands in the occupied West Bank and Jerusalem. The backers of the peace process 
after 30 years realized that they have reached an impasse and that such process had 
catastrophic results on the Palestinian people.  6

10. In 1988, as chairman of the PLO, Yasir Arafat broke with the philosophy of armed 
resistance initially articulated by Fatah as the “sole, inevitable, unavoidable, and 

4 كلمة الناطق العسكري باسم كتائب القسام أبو عبیدة في الذكرى الأولى لمعركة طوفان الأقصى 

 [“Speech of the military spokesman of the Qassam Brigades Abu Ubaidah on the first anniversary of the Al Aqsa 
Flood battle”], YouTube, uploaded by العربي - أخبار,October 7, 2024,  https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=Ap3LqUgo79s

 https://x.com/talhaahmad967/status/1860785858212659248 5
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indispensable means in the battle of liberation.”  That break coincided with the 7

expression of willingness to concede 78% of the land which had been lost in 1948 and 
accept a state comprised of Gaza and the West Bank with East Jerusalem as its 
capital. By the time the Oslo Accords were signed in 1993, Arafat’s 1988 
condemnation of terrorism had become a complete renunciation of violence, with 
Arafat writing to Yitzhak Rabin that the signing of the Accords would inaugurate “a 
new epoch of peaceful coexistence, free from violence and all other acts which 
endanger peace and stability.”  The Accords meant the unilateral recognition of 8

‘Israel’ without iron-clad commitments to Palestinian statehood, and that the 
Palestinian Authority would enforce security for the Zionist entity. Thirty years later, 
approximately 40% of the entire West Bank is under the direct control of Zionist 
settlements according to B’Tselem , and more than 4,000 hectares of land have been 9

designated Israeli state land.  Hamas’ refusal to participate in this Oslo process – 10

this ’peaceful settlement process‘ – has constantly been invoked in order not to 
recognise the movement.  

11. The people in Gaza in 2018 also initiated the Great March of Return demonstrations 
to peacefully protest the Israeli blockade, their misery humanitarian conditions and 
to demand their right-to-return. However, the Israeli occupation forces responded to 
these protests with brutal force by which 360 Palestinians were killed, and 19,000 
others were injured including over 5,000 children in a matter of months.   11

12. On numerous occasions we attempted to pursue the path of non-violent resistance, 
but this only served as a means of entrenching the occupation and perpetuating the 
Israeli violence against our people. Following the ‘Sword of Jerusalem’ battle in 2021 
battle, the martyr Yahya Sinwar gave an interview to Hind Hassan of Vice News, in 
which he discussed these efforts. “We know that we don’t want war or fighting because it 
costs lives, and our people deserve peace. For long periods of time, we’ve tried peaceful 
resistance. We expected that the international community, free people and international 
organizations, would stop the occupation from committing crimes and massacring our people. 
Unfortunately, the world stood by and watched as the occupation war machine killed our 
young people.” Yahya Sinwar was then asked about alleged war crimes committed by 
Hamas through the indiscriminate firing of its rockets into Israel. He responded, 
“Israel- which possesses a complete arsenal of weaponry, state-of-the-art equipment and 
aircrafts – intentionally bombs and kills our children and women. And they do that on 

 Yezid Sayigh, Armed Struggle and the Search for State: Palestinian National Movement, 1949–1993 (Oxford: 7

Oxford University Press, 1997), 212

 “Israel recognises PLO, which renounces violence”, UPI Archives, (9 September 1993), https://www.upi.com/8

Archives/1993/09/09/Israel-recognizes-PLO-which-renounces-violence/4937747547200/ 

 “Settlements”, B’Tselem, (11 November 2017), https://shorturl.at/ZCe1K 9

 “Israel’s largest land seizure since Oslo Accords deals fresh blow to Palestinian statehood”, France 24, (26 10

March 2024), https://www.france24.com/en/middle-east/20240326-israel-s-largest-land-seizure-since-oslo-
accords-deals-fresh-blow-to-palestinian-statehood 
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purpose. You can’t compare that to those who resist and defend themselves with weapons that 
look primitive in comparison. If we had the capabilities to launch precision missiles that 
targeted military targets, we wouldn’t have used the rockets that we did. We are forced to 
defend our people with what we have and this is what we have. What are we supposed to do? 
Should we raise the white flag? That’s not going to happen. Does the world expect us to be 
well-behaved victims while we’re getting killed? For us to be slaughtered without making a 
noise? That’s impossible. We decided to defend our people with whatever weapons we have.”  12

13. The Israeli officials confirmed at several occasions their absolute rejection to the 
establishment of a Palestinian state. Just one month before Operation Al-Aqsa 
Flood, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu presented a map of a so-called 
“New Middle East,” depicting 'Israel' stretching from the Jordan River to the 
Mediterranean Sea including the West Bank and Gaza . The entire world at that – 13

UN General Assembly’s – podium were silent towards his speech full of arrogance 
and ignorance towards the rights of the Palestinian people.  14

14. Toofan Al-Aqsa must be understood as being carried out within a prolonged context, 
where an untenable situation was expected to indefinitely perdure: two million lives 
within Gaza, with little prospects or hope; the relentless air, sea and land blockade on 
the Gaza strip; the advent of an extreme Zionist government openly flirting with 
expulsion plans; increased incursions on the sanctity of Al-Aqsa Mosque; thousands 
of Palestinians held without charge in Israeli prisons under administrative attention; 
settler attacks, the increasing growth of settlements, and the destruction of 
Palestinian property in the Occupied West Bank; and all without any means – with 
all means having been tried and tested – to resolve the situation peacefully. At the 
UN, there is the American veto. Inside of occupied Palestine, there are military courts 
and administrative detention. Palestinians who protest are kneecapped and killed by 
Zionist snipers.  

15. Proceeding from the above, Operation Al-Aqsa Flood on Oct. 7 was a necessary step 
and a normal response to confront all Israeli conspiracies against the Palestinian 
people and their cause. It was a defensive act in the frame of getting rid of the Israeli 
occupation, reclaiming the Palestinians rights and on the way for liberation and 
independence like all peoples around the world did.   15

16. Speaking in December 2023 and reflecting on the decision to engage in armed 
resistance against the Zionist occupation, military spokesperson for the Izz al-Din al-
Qassam Brigades Abu Ubaidah had the following to say, placing our struggle against 

 “How Hamas’ Leader in Gaza Reacted to the Ceasefire”, YouTube, uploaded by VICE News, (June 2, 2021), 12

(1:39), https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Px6AyVjw2A 

 “Israel – Prime Minister Addresses United Nations General Debate, 78th Session”, YouTube, uploaded by 13

United Nations, (September 22, 2003), (10:57), https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Atag74u01AM&t=30s 
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Zionist occupation within a series of anti-occupation struggles within recent history: 
“We never for a single day desired war and destruction. It would have been better that the 
Zionists of the West and the East acknowledge the rights of our people and end the 
occupation. But they preferred [instead] to buy time for the interests of the criminal 
occupation, so that they [the Israelis] could obliterate our people, and erase our cause. But, as 
a people possessing truth, a cause and a message, and as a faithful resistance responsible for 
acquiring our rights, we persisted in preparing and fighting, because rights are not taken back 
except by force, and because all the peoples of the earth who have been occupied gained their 
freedom through blood, severed body parts and fighting. And there is in Vietnam, 
Afghanistan, South Africa, Iraq, Algeria, Lebanon and many other countries ample proof of 
that.”  There is no distinction between our struggle and those struggles which were 16

opposed by the West at the time but whose legitimacy was confirmed by history.  

17. After 75 years of relentless occupation and suffering, and after failing all initiatives 
for liberation and return to our people, and also after the disastrous results of the 
so-called peace process, what did the world expect from the Palestinian people to 
do…  

18. What was expected from the Palestinian people after all of that? To keep waiting 
and to keep counting on the helpless UN! Or to take the initiative in defending the 
Palestinian people, lands, rights and sanctities; knowing that the defense act is a 
right enshrined in international laws, norms and conventions.   17

19. At 07:47 on 7 October 2023, the Commander of the Izz ad-Din al-Qassam Brigades 
Abu Khaled Muhammad al-Deif, announced the beginning of operation Toofan Al-
Aqsa: “In light of these ongoing crimes, and in light of the rampages of the occupation and 
its disregard of international laws and resolutions, and in light of the American and Western 
support [for the Zionist entity], and the global silence [as relates to our cause], we have 
decided to put a stop to all of this with the aid of Allah, so that the enemy may understand 
that the time where they could run riot without any consequence has come to an end. We 
announce the beginning of operation Toofan Al-Aqsa.”  18

TOWARDS A TRANSPARENT INTERNATIONAL INVESTIGATION 

20. Palestine is a member-state of the International Criminal Court (ICC) and it acceded 
to its Rome Statute in 2015. When Palestine asked for investigation into Israeli war 
crimes committed on its territories, it was faced by Israeli intransigence and 

Statement of the military spokesman of the Qassam Brigades Abu 16“] كلمة للناطق العسكري باسم كتائب القسام أبو عبیدة 

Ubaidah”], YouTube, uploaded by Aljazeera Mubasher, (December 28, 2023), (2:40), https://www.youtube.com/
live/qD9tOiiTxF4 
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18 ,[”Address of Qassam Chief of Staff Muhammad al-Deif (October 7th)“] خطاب قائد ھیئة أركان القسام محمد الضیف (7 أكتوبر) 

Ezzedeen Al Qassam Brigades, October 7, 2023, https://www.alqassam.ps/arabic/videos/index/2796 ; also see 
 Muhammad Al-Deif: Within half an hour, we fired’ محمد الضیف: أطلقنا خلال نصف ساعة ٥ آلاف صاروخ تجاه مستوطنات ومدن العدو
5,000 missiles towards enemy settlements and cities‘ published by Al Jazeera Arabic https://youtu.be/-
cxL5_Nw1l0?si=EBBJKOAimNELXs1i  
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rejection, and threats to punish the Palestinians for the request to ICC. It is also 
unfortunate to mention that there were great powers, which claim to be holding 
values of justice, completely sided with the occupation narrative and stood against 
the Palestinian moves in the international justice system. These powers want to 
keep 'Israel' as a state above the law and to ensure it escapes liability and 
accountability.  

21. We urge these countries, especially the US administration, Germany, Canada and 
the UK, if they are meant for justice to prevail as they claim, they are ought to 
announce their support to the course of the investigation in all crimes committed in 
occupied Palestine to give full support for the international courts to effectively do 
their job. 

22. Despite having doubts from these countries to stand by justice, we still urge the ICC 
Prosecutor and his team to immediately and urgently come to occupied Palestine to 
look into the crimes and violations committed there, rather than merely observing 
the situation remotely or being subject to the Israeli restrictions  19

23. Perhaps the most extensive study yet published on the events of October 7th, 2023, 
was carried out by the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem and ‘Israel’.  It therefore 20

serves to remark briefly on some aspects of that report, as is relevant to any 
discussions about the events of the day.  

24. From the limitations mentioned by the Commission of their investigation, was the 
persistent refusal of Israeli officials to cooperate. The Commission notes that they 
sent four requests for information to 'Israel' as well as six requests for access to 'Israel' 
and the Occupied Palestinian Territory, all of which received no response. 
Investigators were forced then, to work remotely, unable to visit sites where attacks 
were recorded to have taken place.  Furthermore, the Israeli Ministry of Justice 21

actively barred medical professionals who had treated the survivors of the October 
7th operation from speaking to the Commission’s investigators. The Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson Lior Haiat called the Commission “an anti-Israeli and antisemitic 
body” and called those chosen to head it – Navanethem Pillay (South Africa), Miloon 
Kothari (India) and Chris Sidoti (Australia) – “famous antisemitic and anti-Israeli 
people”.  22

 Section 3.1 – 3.3 of HND: ‘Towards a transparent international investigation’19

 Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East 20

Jerusalem, and Israel (2024). Detailed findings on attacks out on and after 7 October 2023 in Israel. https://
www.un.org/unispal/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/a-hrc-56-crp-3.pdf - (referred to later as UNR – UN Report)

 Paragraph 2 of UNR21

 Ghert-Zand, R. (2024) “Israel forbids doctors from speaking to UN group investigating Oct. 7 atrocities”, The 22

Times of Israel, 16 January https://www.timesofisrael.com/government-forbids-doctors-from-speaking-to-un-
group-investigating-oct-7-atrocities/
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25. Similar closed-door policies are in place as pertains to press access to the Gaza Strip. 
The Foreign Press Association in Jerusalem, an independent Israeli organisation 
which represents members of the international media , brought a petition to 'Israel's' 23

Supreme Court to allow independent access for journalists to report from Gaza, 
which the Court rejected in January 2024.  A July 2024 open letter signed by more 24

than 70 media and civil society organisations including the Associated Press, the 
BBC, CNN, The New York Times and the Washington Post called for 'Israel' to allow 
journalists independent access to Gaza.  This is whilst within Gaza, as of November 25

8th 2024, at least 137 journalists and media workers have been killed.  Though 26

reporting from Gaza since October 7th may not necessarily concern investigating the 
events of October 7th, these facts speak to a consistent attitude of non-compliance 
when it comes to independent investigations and verification of facts – a reality that 
at least provides motive for pause. As a Haaretz editorial had it recently: “Why Is 
Israel Afraid to Allow Foreign Journalists in Gaza? What’s It Hiding?”  27

26. Whilst Israeli authorities have obstructed independent investigatory access to sites 
where attacks are alleged to have taken place on October 7th, it has at the same time 
facilitated highly publicised visits for celebrities and social personalities to those 
same locations. Music executive Scooter Braun visited Kibbutz Be’eri in late 
December,  singer Montana Tucker visited Kfar Aza at around the same time , and 28 29

actress Debra Messing visited Southern 'Israel' and even entered Gaza where she was 
interviewed by Douglas Murray . All these trips were, according to the Jewish 30

 Sherwood, H. (2023) “’Hugely frustrating’: international media seek to overcome Gaza ban”, The Guardian, 12 23

December https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/dec/12/hugely-frustrating-international-media-seek-to-
overcome-gaza-ban

 “Statement by the Foreign Press Association regarding Supreme Court decision”, The Foreign Press Association, 24

January 9, 2024 https://foreignpressassociation.online/2024/01/10/statement-by-the-foreign-press-association-
regarding-supreme-court-decision-january-9-2024/

 “Media organizations urge Israel to open access to Gaza”, Committee to Protect Journalists, July 11, 2024 https://25

cpj.org/2024/07/media-organizations-urge-israel-to-open-access-to-gaza/#full-letter-below

 “Journalist casualties in the Israel-Gaza war, Committee to Protect Journalists, December 17, 2024 https://26

cpj.org/2024/11/journalist-casualties-in-the-israel-gaza-conflict/
#:~:text=137%20journalists%20and%20media%20workers%20were%20confirmed%20killed%3A%20129%20Pales
tinian,2%20journalists%20were%20reported%20missing

 “Why is Israel Afraid to Allow Foreign Journalists in Gaza? What’s It Hiding?”, Haaretz, September 11, 2024 27

https://www.haaretz.com/opinion/editorial/2024-09-11/ty-article-opinion/israel-must-allow-foreign-
journalists-to-report-from-gaza/00000191-dd73-dd31-a9bd-ff779bf20000

 Braun, Scooter [@scooterbraun]. Photo of Scooter Braun’s trip to Kibbutz Be’eri. Instagram, 18, December 2023, 28

https://www.instagram.com/p/C1ArJjiSVMB/?utm_source=ig_embed&ig_rid=51f253e6-7f16-4d1e-
a899-776a57eb86b3

 Tucker, Montana [@montanatucker]. Photos of Tucker’s trip to Kfar Aza. Instagram, 18, December 2023, 29

https://www.instagram.com/montanatucker/p/C1AWj-SMxCu/?img_index=6 

 ”Debra Messing Faces Fresh Backlash“, Newsweek, December 20, 2023  30

https://www.newsweek.com/debra-messing-fresh-gaza-backlash-1854129 
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Chronicle, ‘part of a broad effort to bring people with major audiences to Israel.’  31

American entrepreneur Elon Musk also visited Kfar Aza with Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu where he was shown, amongst other things, a baby’s cot filled 
with spent bullets.  An investigation by a Turkish disinformation centre has 32

suggested that these bullets were planted, belonging to a weapon not possessed by 
the Palestinian resistance.  33

27. In similar vein, the Israeli Occupation Forces (IOF) have held private screenings at 
various locations across the world. Prepared for limited foreign and domestic 
audiences, – particularly politicians, diplomats and journalists – the 43-minute film 
gathers footage of alleged atrocities committed on October 7th. The private 
screenings, as CBC’s Evan Dyer has it, are “part of Israel’s effort to convince 
outsiders that its war in Gaza is justified.”  Like the celebrities who visited 'Israel', 34

attendees were expected to ”bear witness”, but also, as journalist Owen Jones put it, 
“make the PR case for Israel’s onslaught against Gaza.”  According to Dyer, the 35

privately screened footage has not been widely disseminated because either ”victims’ 
family members [had] not agreed to it, or because of Jewish traditions about respect 
for the dead.” That notwithstanding, where access was denied for the UN 
Commission’s investigators, it was provided for celebrities, journalists and 
politicians where there were political and narrative gains to be made for the Zionist 
entity.  

28. Without direct independent access to investigate what took place, a type of 
monopoly exists in the hands of the Zionist entity in relation to which information 
becomes publicly accessible, and thereafter available to be examined by third parties. 
The Commission expressed a general concern about a lack of forensic evidence 
collection at the Shura camp where bodies were brought for identification. It refers 
to, but does not reference, a report in an Israeli news publication which details that 
there was only one CT scanner in the Shura camp, an ‘integral’ piece of medical 
equipment for determining the cause of death.  It mentions as well that religious 36

volunteer groups like Unit 360 and ZAKA were deployed as first responders on the 
day – ”units who were not trained or equipped to manage large, complex crime 

 Hajdenberg, J. (2023) “Celebs and influencers have headed to Israel to ‘bear witness’”, Pittsburgh Jewish 31

Chronicle, 21 December, https://jewishchronicle.timesofisrael.com/celebs-and-influencers-have-headed-to-israel-
to-bear-witness/

 Richard, L. (2023). “Elon Musk, Benjamin Netanyahu tour horrors of October 7th massacre in Israel”, Fox 32

Business, 27 November, https://www.foxbusiness.com/politics/elon-musk-benjamin-netanyahu-tour-horrors-
october-7th-massacre-israel

 “Bullets Found in Israeli Baby’s Crib Shown to Elon Musk Were Fabricated”, TMJ News Network, November 30, 33

2023, https://tmj.news/bullets-found-in-israeli-babys-crib-shown-to-elon-musk-were-fabricated/

 Dyer, E. (2023). “Israeli officials show unseen video from October 7 attack”, CBC News, 2 November, https://34

www.cbc.ca/news/politics/israel-hamas-gaza-palestinian-1.7016989

 “I Watched The Hamas Massacre Film. Here Are My Thoughts.”, YouTube, uploaded by Owen Jones, 35

November 17, 2023, (1:10) https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=mc5iG3DX7ho 
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scenes and may have also tainted, or even tampered with, evidence.”  And, as the 37

Commission alludes to, ZAKA regional head Yossi Landau, with the privileged access 
he was provided to attack locations, proceeded to feed highly exaggerated and 
fabricated accounts to the media of a foetus cut from its mother’s stomach, and “two 
piles of ten children each…tied to the back, burned to death.”  In a climate where 38

independent verification of information was persistently obstructed, tales not too 
dissimilar were repeated in the UK and in the White House, and carried by 
numerous media organisations across the world. 

29. In substantiating their findings, the UN Commission report makes copious reference 
to video evidence seen by investigators. This includes – but is not limited to – CCTV 
footage, dashcam footage, social media posts, and GoPro footage taken from the 
bodies of dead Palestinian fighters. This footage is not referenced. We believe that the 
UN Commission, similar to Al-Jazeera’s Investigations Unit which contributed to the 
network’s October 7th documentary, relied heavily on footage obtained from the 
‘South First Responders’ Telegram Channel.    

30. What has been mentioned above concerning the monopoly over the source material 
which exists becomes particularly relevant as relates to third party efforts to 
reconstruct/understand the events of the day. One can easily imagine that there is, 
from all the Go Pros found on the bodies of dead fighters, all the CCTV cameras in 
Southern Occupied Palestine, and all dashcams which might have captured scenes, 
thousands of hours of footage. The public has access to but a few hours of footage – 
Al-Jazeera’s Investigations Unit having viewed only about seven hours of it . The 39

most heavily relied on source of that limited material is the South First Responders 
channel, which belongs to an Israeli emergency response group that explicitly states 
that its intention was to upload content from the day which shows that the intention 
of Hamas fighters was to massacre innocent civilians, and not, as Hamas have claimed, 
to attack military targets.  

31. In the context of the refusal to comply with any international investigations, to allow 
for independent journalistic assessments, to allow access to alleged attack sites, or to 
be truly transparent with primary source data, it should be recognised that 
researchers are necessarily making conclusions about October 7th based only on what 
non-compliant and biased Israeli authorities have released to the public. In other 
words, precisely because independent and transparent enquiries have been 
obstructed at every turn, most of what can be used publicly to unpack the events of 
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 “Sanders, R and Al Jazeera Investigative Unit (2024), “October 7: Forensic analysis shows Hamas abuses, many 38

false Israeli claims”, Al Jazeera, 21 March (36:50) https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/3/21/october-7-
forensic-analysis-shows-hamas-abuses-many-false-israeli-claims ; see also Winstanley, A. (2024) “Israeli source of 
“executed children” lie admits story was untrue”, The Electronic Intifada, 27 March, https://
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 “October 7 Al Jazeera Investigations”, YouTube, uploaded by Al Jazeera English, March 20, 2024, (1:12) 39
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October 7th is content which has been specifically selected to perform a narrative 
function in favour of the Israelis. 

32. We are confident that any fair and independent inquiries will prove the truth of 
our narrative and will prove the scale of lies and misleading information in the 
Israeli side.  40

33. I reiterate the Hamas position that we remain prepared and willing to carry out its 
own internal investigation into any alleged crimes committed by any of its members 
and hold them to account if the allegations are proven against them. It is impossible 
however to have such accountability measures in place while we are defending our 
people against genocide. Hamas also remains prepared, as it always has been, to 
fully cooperate with the ICC and any other independent inquiry, even if the Zionist 
entity refuses to do so.  

THE EVENTS OF OPERATION TOOFAN AL-AQSA AND RESPONSES TO THE ISRAELI 
ALLEGATIONS 

34. Operation Al-Aqsa Flood on Oct. 7 targeted the Israeli military sites and sought to 
arrest the enemy’s soldiers to pressure on the Israeli authorities to release the 
thousands of Palestinians held in Israeli jails through a prisoner exchange deal. 
Therefore, the operation focused on destroying the Israeli army’s Gaza Division, the 
Israeli military sites stationed near the Israeli settlements around Gaza.   41

35. As our leaders have stated publicly, and I reiterate now, Toofan Al-Aqsa was first and 
foremost an Izz ad-Din al-Qassam Brigades operation. For example, the martyr Saleh 
Al-Arouri said, “As for the attack that took place on Saturday morning, it was an organised, 
regimental operation.” The purpose of the operation was to target the military 
positions of the Gaza Division – that component of the Israeli Southern Command 
concerned with maintaining the siege on the Gaza Strip. Fighters were to overrun 
these locations and attempt to take military prisoners who could later be exchanged 
for the thousands of Palestinians being held in Israeli prisons. As the day progressed, 
and it became known within Gaza not just that an attack was taking place, but also 
that the Israeli army in the surrounding areas of the Gaza strip had been annihilated, 
other armed factions and civilians began to emerge from Gaza. A situation of general 
chaos ensued – unplanned for – where many civilians were killed. The following 
paragraphs will expand on the basic components of this narrative.  

36. That the operation was launched and led by the Izz ad-Din al-Qassam Brigades is 
hardly controversial. Though there has been a joint operations room bringing 
together Qassam and other Palestinian resistance factions active in its current form 
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since 2018 , that has not meant all military operations from Gaza require complete 42

cooperation from all factions. For instance, in mid-2022, Palestinian Islamic Jihad 
(PIJ) responded to Israeli bombing in Gaza which killed at least 49 Palestinians by 
firing rockets at 'Israel', whereas Hamas remained out of the fighting.  As relates to 43

October 7th then, PIJ deputy general secretary Dr Muhammad Al-Hindi has stated 
clearly that the PIJ were surprised by the attack, but made the earnest decision to 
participate as soon as it had begun. “On the 6th of October, our guys were celebrating – 
celebrating [the anniversary of] our founding. Effectively the whole movement was… walking 
in the streets… marching… until the early hours of the morning. And after a few hours, they 
were surprised, as the whole world was surprised with Toofan Al-Aqsa. They had no choice, 
given that the Islamic Jihad Movement is a resistance movement, except to participate in the 
defense of the Palestinian people… The whole movement – its leaders and members – was 
surprised, and did not expect [the attack to happen].”  44

37. Not only was it – and for clarification’s purposes, what is meant here is the 
strategized and planned for operation – a Hamas operation, but those called to take 
part in the operation were specifically Qassam’s elite forces: Al-Nukhba.  When 45

observing the footage from the day, one thing to look for is anything that took place 
on the day, from whomever came out of Gaza. It has largely been assumed that all 
video footage has been of Qassam members, and conclusions about the October 7th 
operation have been made with this assumption. Another image entirely emerges if 
an attempt is made to consider specifically what the Qassam-planned operation was, 
and to see whether evidence that substantiates it could be found, even from the 
limited and intentionally selected source data that is publicly accessible. That 
operation is what would be expected to be determined by the orders of central 
command and which required extensive planning. This was executed but followed 
by a state of general chaos as others – resistance groups as well as armed and 
unarmed civilians – began to cross the occupation fence into Southern Occupied 
Palestine. Taking this into account, which has hardly been done in the English 
language, changes completely how one receives much of the October 7th footage, as 
will be shown further below. It cannot be understated how crucial this is. Finally, as 
some have suggested, that it was an elite forces operation means it remains 
conceivable that individuals bearing Hamas apparel (but not from the elite forces 
assigned to the operation, or indeed, not at all officially Qassam members) emerged 

 Ragad, A. Irvine-Brown R. Garman, B. (2023) “How Hamas built a force to attack Israel on 7 October”, BBC 42

News, 27 November 2023, https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-67480680 

 Al Tahhan, Z. Humaid, M. (2022) “Six major developments that shaped 2022 for Palestinians”, Al Jazeera, 26 43

December, https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/12/26/six-major-developments-that-shaped-2022-for-
palestinians

This is how Islamic Jihad thinks – Dr Muhammad Al-44“] ھكذا تفُكّر حركة "الجـ. ـھاد الإسـ. ـلامي" | د. محمد الھندي | جسر بودكاست 

Hindi – Jisr Podcast”], YouTube, uploaded by SamaQuds, September 5, 2024, (3:06) https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=YTh4wpfhJWc&t=4449s

 Shehada, M. (2024) “How Palestinians look back on 7 October a year later”, New Arab, 10 October  https://45

www.newarab.com/analysis/how-palestinians-look-back-7-october-year-later
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from the Gaza Strip and carried out actions that were not determined by the explicit 
strategy outlined by Qassam leadership.  

38. Though public training drills have been taking place for some time , the actual 46

details of the October 7th offensive were kept secret from most Qassam members 
until the morning of the operation. The Qassam Brigades operate completely 
independently of the Political Bureau and make their own decisions on all aspects of 
military operations, including the timing and the nature of any such operations.  This 
was also recently explained at a conference in Nouakchott, Mauritania, by Hamas 
political leader Osama Hamdan when he revealed details concerning the unveiling 
of the operation. “When the commanders decided to carry out this operation, they kept the 
matter secret from their soldiers and only told them about it a few hours beforehand. There 
were about 1,400 Mujahidin called forward who were expected to cross the separation fence, 
and they were given the choice to go ahead, or be granted an excuse [to sit out] for whomever 
had an excuse. The leadership surprised them with this decision and called them forth 
suddenly. Every human being has things which keep them busy in this world. These [fighters] 
were given a choice, [yet]1,400, and not even one of them stayed back. For that reason, our 
enemy must know who they are fighting. They are fighting a people who do not see victory 
except with Allah, nor do they put they trust in anything but Allah’s might and power.”   47

39. What were the instructions given that morning? As we stated in the HND, the attack 
was designed to specifically target the Gaza Division of 'Israel's' Southern Command. 
Saleh al-Arouri speaking to Al Jazeera on October 12th, 2023 had the following to say: 
“The instructions for it [the operation] from the commanders of Qassam to the brothers that 
took part in the offensive operation on the Gaza Division… the Gaza Division, this military 
division which is present in the Gaza envelope, and which is responsible for all the crimes 
against our people in Gaza. It is responsible for the siege on Gaza, the bombing of Gaza, 
assassinations and incursions.”  On the following day, in a pre-recorded English press 48

conference published on our Telegram channel, senior Hamas leaders Dr Basim 
Naim and Ghazi Hamad similarly said that “the operation targeted only military bases 
and compounds that were suffocating the people of Gaza for more than seventeen years.”   49

40. The 143rd Fire Fox Division, known to most as the Gaza Division, is a division of the 
Israeli army subordinated to its Southern Command. It was set up in 1987 following 
the beginning of the First Intifada and was tasked with controlling key Gazan cities 
such as Rafah and Khan Yunis. In 1994, the Division relocated within Israeli 

 El Deeb, S. Biesekcer, M. (2023) “Hamas practiced in plain sight, posting video of mock attack weeks before 46

border breach”, AP, 13 October https://apnews.com/article/israel-palestinian-war-hamas-attack-border-wall-
aa0b0f5f3613b6c6882cf37168e8e8ed 

Osama Hamdan reveals new details about the Al-Aqsa Flood 47“] أسامة حمدان یكشف تفاصیل جدیدة عن معركة طوفان الأقصى 

Battle”], YouTube, uploaded by Aljazeera Mubasher, October 29, 2024, (1:07), https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=VeX52BEzVPA

 (6:43) of SAN48

 Sharjeel, U. [@Sharjeel Usmani]. (October 13, 2023). “Hamas’s 18-min long pre-recorded press conference (in 49

English) totally blacked out by media.” Twitter https://x.com/sharjeelusmani/status/1712850671945265461
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settlements in Gaza. Then, in 2005, following the unilateral Israeli withdrawal from 
the Gaza Strip, the Division settled in several bases around the borders of Gaza.  50

The Gaza Division is then, that part of the Israeli army which is responsible for all 
the ‘operations’ carried out by the IOF in Gaza: the ‘mowing the lawn’ operations, 
the siege conditions, the bombings and the assassinations. It is one of the most, if not 
the most, detested unit of the IOF by the Palestinian people As has been noted by 
some, much of the euphoria many Palestinians feel when they remember the October 
7th operation has to do precisely with the victory achieved over this division of the 
Israeli army which has been responsible for so much of their suffering. As journalist 
Muhammad Shehada has said: “In that sense, two 7 Octobers have since emerged; 
one that Israel and its supporters see as “pure evil”, which focuses on the killing and 
kidnapping of civilians, and another that Palestinians voice support for; an attack on 
military targets that broke Israel’s image of invincibility.”  On October 7th, its bases 51

were overrun, and high-ranking soldiers like the Commander of the Division’s 
Southern Brigade, Col. Asaf Hamimi were captured.   By attacking the Gaza 52

Division, Qassam fighters were to capture military prisoners from that division to be 
used in future negotiations to free the thousands of Palestinians being held in Israeli 
prisons. And this is, broadly speaking, precisely what the martyr Al-Arouri says took 
place: “It was not from the plan of Qassam even [to capture civilian] prisoners… Qassam 
military youth took army [personnel] as prisoners and returned to Gaza.”  

41. This brings to light the centrality of the plight of Palestinian prisoners to the 
planning of the October 7th operation. The martyr Yahya Sinwar, who was himself 
freed from captivity in 2011 following a trade deal for Zionist soldier Gilad Shalit, in 
an interview given to Francesca Borri in 2018, described the case of Palestinian 
prisoners as not “just a political issue… [but] a moral issue.” He continued: “…your 
readers probably believe that if you are in jail, you are a terrorist, or somehow an outlaw. A 
car thief. No. We all get arrested, sooner or later. But literally – all of us. Take a look at 
Military Order 101. Without authorization, it’s a crime even to wave a flag, or be more than 
ten (people) in a room for tea, chatting about politics. Perhaps you are just chatting about 
Trump, but you can be sentenced up to 10 years. Somehow, it’s a rite of passage. It’s our 
coming of age. Because if there is something we are united by, something that makes us all 
equal – all Palestinians – it’s prison. And for me it is a moral obligation: I will try more than 
my best to free those who are still inside.”  53

50 ,[”Find out about the Gaza Division of the Israeli Occupation Army“] تعرف على "فرقة غزة" التابعة لجیش الاحتلال الإسرائیلي 

YouTube, uploaded by Al Jazeera Arabic, October 8, 2023, https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=w2qTwzzWyn4&t=1s 

 ’How Hamas caught Israel by surprise and risked its future’, The New Arab, 12 October 2023, https://51

www.newarab.com/analysis/how-hamas-caught-israel-surprise-and-risked-its-future  

Qassam broadcasts a clip that raises questions about 52“] القسام تبث مقطعا یطرح تساؤلا بشأن مصیر قائد اللواء الجنوبي في فرقة غزة 

the fate of the leader of the Southern Brigade in the Gaza Division”], YouTube, uploaded by Al Jazeera Arabic, 
May 23, 2024, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-RRqbFt-Qs0 

 Borri, F. (2018) “Sinwar: ‘It’s time for a change, end the siege’”, Ynet, 10 May https://www.ynetnews.com/53

articles/0,7340,L-5364286,00.html
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42. In that interview, Borri responded by saying that “[i]n some way, you achieved more 
through kidnappings than through rockets… like Gilad Shalit’s.” Sinwar replied: “Gilad 
Shalit wasn’t a hostage; he was a war prisoner. You see why we rarely speak with journalists? 
A soldier gets killed, and you publish a photo of him on the beach, and your readers think we 
shot him in Tel Aviv. No. That guy wasn’t killed while wearing Bermuda shorts and carrying 
a surfboard, but while wearing uniform and carrying an M16, and firing on us.” Though 
speaking in 2018, these quotes ought to be noted for the impact that they have in 
unpacking the thinking behind our October 7th operation. Faced with an 
unsustainable situation of thousands of Palestinians in Israeli prisons, and no means 
– as our leaders have pointed out before and after Toofan Al-Aqsa – of freeing them, 
an offensive was launched with the intention of capturing soldiers from the Israeli 
Gaza Division that could be used to secure an exchange. Such an exchange, as 
negotiations since Oct 7th, 2023, have demonstrated, prioritises the thousands of 
women and children being kept in Israeli prisons, many under administrative 
detention. There are realms of evidence produced by the UN and Palestinian, 
international, and even Israeli NGOs, about the torture and abuse, physical and 
sexual, of Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails. Children and women are not spared. 
The Palestinian people celebrated the release of our hostages during the one-week 
ceasefire in November 2023. It is reflective of the deep anti-Palestinian racism and 
hatred within Western governments that they did not share our happiness to see 
hundreds of our women and children freed from the Zionist prisons. 

43. What might be said about the taking of civilian prisoners? As indicated above, many 
other resistance factions aside from the Qassam Brigades, as well as armed and 
unarmed civilians, crossed the occupation fence into Southern Occupied Palestine. 
The situation is complicated from an investigatory perspective by the fact that 
Qassam and non-Qassam elements were active during some of the same time 
periods. As official military pronouncements make clear, Qassam squads operated 
outside of Gaza from 06.30 on October 7th into subsequent days. The spokespeople 
for both the Mujahideen Brigades and the al-Aqsa Martys’ Brigades announced early 
on Saturday morning that their members were participating on the ground – at 08:19 
and 08:30 respectively.  What this led to was a situation where, as is shown in much 54

of the video evidence from the day, members of different factions, or indeed Gazan 
civilians and resistance members, often appearing together at the same time and in 
the same locations. Appreciating this is crucial.  

44. Though the martyr Saleh Al-Arouri was adamant that the plan of Qassam was to 
take military prisoners, he did not deny that civilians were captured on the day. 
“There were civilians captured – general people entered, took people and brought them back to 
Gaza. That was not the intention of Hamas…”  In another interview from December 2nd 55

2023, Al-Arouri clarified that “the female and child prisoners were not targeted as an 
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objective, but arrived in Gaza in exceptional circumstances.” Some of the most widely 56

circulated images from October 7th of Israelis being captured, did not, as is apparent 
from video footage, take place at the hands of Qassam soldiers – like that of Noa 
Argamani.  In cell phone footage recorded and shared online, what appears to be a 57

group of foreign workers are being driven in the back of a truck towards the Gaza 
Strip. In this clip, the cameraman identifies himself as belonging to the Ansar 
Brigades – a Fatah affiliated armed group in Gaza. Like Noa, Amit Soussana, who 
was filmed in a widely circulated clip resisting capture, was quite clearly not 
captured by Qassam squads. This is particularly so in the case of many children and 
elderly taken. A notable case is that of Avital Aldajem from Kibbutz Holit who was 
shown in a clip broadcast on Al-Jazeera being released by Qassam members along 
with two children.  The broadcaster mentions, as the clip is shown, that they were 58

apprehended during clashes, and then let go. In a Hebrew interview, Avital recalls 
being given “clothes to cover myself, out of respect.”  59

45. In the immediate aftermath of Toofan Al Aqsa, when it became evident that a 
number of prisoners had been taken by other groups and ordinary people, we made 
rigorous attempts to locate all of the prisoners. In the very first week, Qassam offered 
to unilaterally release all civilian prisoners. Unfortunately, due to the ceaseless Israeli 
bombing campaign, our attempts to locate the prisoners in that period was severely 
hampered. It is for this reason that in those early days, the Qassam military 
pronouncements were unable to confirm the exact number of those brought back into 
Gaza. As the Qassam forces began to locate and accounted for the hostages, despite 
the severity of the Israeli aerial bombardment, they offered to release elderly 
hostages like Yocheved Lifshitz unconditionally, yet Israel refused.  During the one-60

week November ceasefire, women, children and elderly being held in Gaza were 
exchanged for Palestinian women and children held in Israeli prisons – an 
arrangement that is only fair. As relates to those who remain, Al-Arouri explained: 
“…Those women and children that we had we have already exchanged, and if there are some 

Saleh al-Arouri to Al-Jazeera: No exchange until 56“] صالح العاروري للجزیرة: لا تبادل حتى انتھاء العدوان ووقف شامل لإطلاق النار 

the end of the aggression and a total ceasefire”], YouTube, uploaded by Al Jazeera Arabic, December 2, 2023, 
(1:07) – referred to later as SAPI (Saleh al-Arouri prisoner interview) 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e5njcWNWejw 

 Sanchez, R. Da Silva, C. Pinson, S. (2023) “Noa Argamani became the face of the Nova music festival 57

hostages”, NBC News, 19 December  https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/noa-argamani-israel-hamas-
hostages-nova-music-festival-rcna129792. “The information indicates that she may not have been seized by 
Hamas militants at all, and instead may have been taken by another group of men who followed trained Hamas 
fighters out of the blockaded Palestinian enclave into Israel.”

Israeli settler narrates details about her and her two 58“] مستوطنة إسرائیلیة تروي تفاصیل إفراج كتائب القسام عنھا وعن طفلیھا 

children being released by Qassam”], YouTube, uploaded by Syria Stream, October 13, 2023, (0:58), https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=ej0yh40w3NY&t=4s 

Israeli settler narrates details about her and her two 59“] مستوطنة إسرائیلیة تروي تفاصیل إفراج كتائب القسام عنھا وعن طفلیھا 

children being released by Qassam”], YouTube, uploaded by Syria Stream, October 13, 2023, (0:58), https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=ej0yh40w3NY&t=4s 

 Barnea, N. (2024) "סינוואר נכנס, לא התייחסתי אליו" | האזינו ליוכקה ליפשיץ בשיחה עם נחום ברנע [“Sinwar came in, I didn’t pay 60

attention to him”: Listen to Yochka Lifshitz in conversation with Nahum Barnea”], 24 September, 
 https://www.ynet.co.il/news/article/ryoa9z1rr
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[outlying] cases, we don’t know about them and have not been able to reach them. Those who 
remain as prisoners in Gaza are soldiers, and they are also civilian men who served in the 
occupation army.”  He insisted at that time - and rightly so - that there will be no 61

exchange of this group of prisoners until there is an end to the Zionist assault on 
Gaza.  

46. Until now, the most detailed exposition from within our movement as to the details 
of the October 7th offensive comes from a video message recorded by Qassam 
military spokesperson Abu Ubaidah.  In that message from the 12th of October, he 62

describes in depth the various tactics and strategies that were employed in 
preparation for, and in execution of, the Toofan Al-Aqsa operation, in addition to 
mentioning many sites that were attacked. For two years since the 2021 ‘Sword of 
Jerusalem’ battle, he explains how the impression was purposefully given that the 
Qassam Brigades were no longer interested in any military confrontation with the 
Israelis. Doing so was difficult: the movement took the decision not to engage 
alongside the PIJ in 2022, ignored several violations in the West Bank, Jerusalem and 
Al-Aqsa, and also concluded a deal to halt border protests just a week beforehand.  63

Just six days before the launching of Toofan Al-Aqsa, Israeli National Security 
Adviser Tzachi Hanegbi said in a radio interview that “Hamas is very, very restrained 
and understands the implications of further defiance.” According to the New York Times, 
an Israeli intelligence briefing from the week before the attack about the most urgent 
threats to the country’s defences ‘barely mentioned’ Hamas, who were deemed to be 
‘deterred.’  That same article makes mention of alleged calls monitored by Israeli 64

intelligence agents of Hamas operatives which gave the impression that they sought 
to avoid another war with Israel so soon after the damaging 2021 conflagration. Abu 
Ubaidah remarked, that “the enemy’s inability to read the resistance’s intentions is one of 
the most significant signs of its failure.”   65

47. Any cross-border operation necessarily required breaching the separation wall that 
had been erected around the Gaza Strip. In December 2021, the Israelis completed a 
new 65km long barrier to the wall stretching the length of the 'Israel'- Gaza border 
after three and a half years of work. Costing $1.1 billion to build, the barrier included 
a sensor equipped underground wall, a six-meter high above ground fence, barriers 
at sea with monitoring equipment to detect incursions from water, remote controlled 

 SAPI at 1:3261

Abu Ubaidah: The present battle began when operation 62“] بو عبیدة: معركتنا الحالیة ابتدأت من حیث انتھت عملیة سیف القدس 

Sword of Jerusalem ended”], YouTube, uploaded by Al Jazeera Arabic, October 12, 2023 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=68OxwRUhyw4 (referred to as Abu Ubaidah Speech (‘AUS’))

 Pacchiani, G. (2023) “Gazans abort border riots as Israel reopens crossing in reported Egypt-brokered deal”, 63

The Times of Israel, 28 September https://www.timesofisrael.com/gazans-abort-border-riots-as-israel-reopens-
crossing-in-reported-egypt-brokered-deal/

 Kingsley, P. Bergman, Ronen (2023) “How Israel’s Feared Security Services Failed to Stop Hamas’s Attack”, 64

The New York Times, 10 October, https://www.nytimes.com/2023/10/10/world/middleeast/israel-gaza-
security-failure.html 

 AUS at 15:4365
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weapons systems and an array of cameras that cover the entire territory of the Gaza. 
Israeli officials had boasted proudly about the additions. Brig. Gen. Eran Ofir, the 
head of the border barrier project in the Defense Ministry, called it “one of the most 
complex projects the defense establishment has ever built.”  Netanyahu even posted 66

on Twitter about the moment, calling the day the underground wall was completed 
“historic.”  67

48. The wall alongside the passive posture adopted by Hamas publicly created a sense of 
security for Israeli security officials. Residents of Southern Occupied Palestine like 
journalist Amir Tibon report that combat forces of about 20 people stationed at each 
community began to be redeployed to protect settlement projects in the West Bank 
after the completion of the underground wall.  Just two days before the attack, two 68

commando companies – more than 100 soldiers – were reportedly moved to the West 
Bank, reflecting the belief that Hamas were not a threat.  A tweet later deleted from 69

Netanyahu’s account stated that “the assessment of the entire security echelon, including 
the head of military intelligence and the head of Shin Bet, was that Hamas was deterred and 
was seeking an arrangement.”  The deception held until the morning of October the 70

7th. As Gen Ziv, former head of the IOF's Operations Division has stated, despite 
reported intelligence to the contrary,  the impression was that “Hamas wouldn’t 71

attack, wouldn’t dare, and that even if so, they are not capable. We went to sleep on the 6th 
thinking there’s a cat over there and we woke up on the 7th and there’s a tiger.”  72

49. In breaching the wall, Abu Ubaidah spoke about what he referred to as a ‘Blackout 
Plan’, which would allow Qassam’s ground forces to operate beyond detection from 
'Israel's' surveillance systems. That plan required immense study of the field and 

 Kubovich, Y. (2021) “Israel Completes Vast, Billion-dollar Gaza Barrier”, Haaretz, 7 December, https://66

www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2021-12-07/ty-article/.premium/israel-completes-vast-billion-dollar-gaza-
barrier/0000017f-ee2c-d4cd-af7f-ef7c25d40000

 Netanyahu, B. [@netanyahu]. [December 7, 2021]. “This is a historic day. Today the underground barrier that 67

blocks Hamas’ tunnel weapons was inaugurated.” Twitter. https://x.com/netanyahu/status/
1468205941845807106  

 Rubin, S. Morris, L. (2023) “How Hamas broke through Israel’s border defenses during Oct. 7 attack”, The 68

Washington Post, 27 October https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/10/27/hamas-attack-israel-
october-7-hostages/ 

 Fabian, E. (2023) “2 commando companies said diverted from Gaza border to West Bank days before Oct. 7”, 69

The Times of Israel, 5 December  https://www.timesofisrael.com/2-commando-companies-said-diverted-from-
gaza-border-to-west-bank-days-before-oct-7/

 Kershner, I. (2023) “Netanyahu Apologizes After Blaming Security Chiefs for Failure in Hamas Attack”,The 70

New York Times, October 29 https://www.nytimes.com/2023/10/29/world/middleeast/netanyahu-apologizes-
hamas-attack.html

 Goldman, A. Bergman, R. (2023) “Israel Knew Hamas’s Attack Plan More Than a Year Ago”, The New York 71

Times, 30, November https://www.nytimes.com/2023/11/30/world/middleeast/israel-hamas-attack-
intelligence.html

 Cuddy, A. (2024) “Six hours at hands of Hamas – new accounts reveal how Israeli base fell on 7 October”, BBC 72

News, 4 October https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cg7825rk8j9o
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Israeli defence architecture. Reference is made in the speech to the use of cyber-
attacks, as well as air cover provided by the firing of rockets. According to news 
reports, the Israeli border surveillance system was almost entirely reliant on cameras, 
sensors and remotely operated machine guns. Qassam operatives used aerial drones 
to attack cellular towers that transmitted signals to and from the surveillance system 
– scenes recorded by cameras mounted on Qassam drones and later shared online. 
Under the cover of iron dome explosions, Qassam snipers shot out cameras along the 
border, whilst more than 100 remotely operated drones took out watchtowers. As a 
result, Israeli soldiers stationed in control rooms did not receive alarms that the 
separation wall had been breached and could not watch video showing what was 
happening on the ground. In addition, leaders of the Gaza Division were clustered 
together in a singular location at its HQ (Re’im military base). Once that was 
overrun, and most of the Division’s senior officers were either killed, injured or taken 
prisoner, there was an almost complete breakdown in communications and chain of 
command. Few grasped the full breadth of what was happening until hours later. 
Only at 08.06 did the IOF report a “combined attack”, and it took until 08.25 for a 
“state of alert for war” to be declared.  With relatively elementary techniques and 73

weaponry, Qassam had succeeded at effectively blinding 'Israel's' Gaza Division. 
They timed their attack to a morning where according to some reports, because of the 
Jewish holiday of Simchat Torah, about 1,500 soldiers in the area were away . Eyal 74

Hulata, Israeli’s national security adviser from 2021-23, provided a damning 
assessment: “They were able to trick our collection, our analysis, our conclusions and our 
strategic understanding.”  In a video taken from a Qassam GoPro, a fighter shouts 75

enthusiastically as his squad travels in a Toyota truck through Southern Occupied 
Palestine after breaking through the wall: “It will take them an hour to figure out what is 
going on!... They need twenty million years to realize what has happened!”  76

50. According to that same military pronouncement from the 12th of October, the Toofan 
Al-Aqsa operation attacked all fifteen military sites of the Gaza Division. The Gaza 
Division is comprised of two territorial brigades, each comprising of seven sites 
which were all targeted. As listed by Abu Ubaidah, the 7643rd Northern Brigade 
(Gefen) is comprised of the Yiftah Brigades base and its affiliated sites: the Coastal, 
Erez and Sixteen sites. There is also the Nahal Oz Brigades base and its affiliated 
sites: Paga and Alumim. The 6643rd Southern Brigade (Katif) is comprised of the 
Kisufim Brigades base and its affiliated sites: Maris and Mivtachim. There is also the 
Amitai Brigades base with its affiliated sites: Kerem Shalom, Sufa and Netzarim. 
These are all in addition to Re’im military base which is the HQ for the Gaza 
Division. Mention is also made of attacks on targets beyond the Gaza Division in 

 Rubin and Morris (note 72) and Bergman and Kingsley (note 75).73

 Goldman A. et al (2023) “Where Was the Israeli Military?”, The New York Times, 30 December https://74

www.nytimes.com/2023/12/30/world/middleeast/israeli-military-hamas-failures.html

 Bergman, R. Mazzetti, M. Abi-Habib, Maria (2023), “How Years of Israeli Failures on Hamas Led to a 75

Devastating Attack”, The New York Times, 29 October  https://www.nytimes.com/2023/10/29/world/
middleeast/israel-intelligence-hamas-attack.html

 https://t.me/Ayita_14/476
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Southern Occupied Palestine, which included Mishmar HaNegev logistical support 
base, Urim SIGNIT base which houses the intelligence unit 8200, Yad Mordechai 
base, and Tze’elim base which is the HQ of the Sinai reserve division.  Again, much 77

of this has been verified by Western media. Documents allegedly recovered by the 
IOF in Gaza, and reviewed by the New York Times, record that plans for the October 
7th offensive included ‘striking 46 positions staffed by the Israeli military division 
that guards the border…’  The following sections of this report will seek to sketch 78

the nature of the offensives in some of these locations. It is reiterated, that a fully 
extensive and thorough assessment of what took place at all these locations will 
require precisely the type of transparent and independent investigation that has until 
this moment been obstructed. What can be discerned however, even at a distance, are 
the contours of a military operation intended to attack and overrun military targets. 

51. Re’im base was the regional command-and-control centre and functioned as the HQ 
for the Southern Command’s Gaza Division. According to some reports, drone and 
surveillance operators were concentrated in this location. Once it was attacked, as 
Israeli tech journalist Assaf Gilead has said, everyone who should have been calling 
in drones was dead.  The dismantling was quite comprehensive. As Lt. Col. Alon 79

Eviatar has remarked, there was a “complete destruction” of “communications systems, 
their antennas, even the systems that activated the sensors on the fence itself.” The attack is 
a notable one for multiple reasons. Firstly, that Qassam fighters were able to 
overcome the regional command-and-control centre with quite simple weaponry is 
worth taking note of – particularly as it came up against highly appraised and 
expensive Israeli security technology. As Audrey Kurth Cronin, director of the 
Carnegie Mellon Institute for Security and Technology has said: “Israeli tech is 
extremely admired around the world… This is an old-fashioned attack with hang gliders, 
motorbikes, bulldozers, explosives… Hamas has been quite creative and innovative.” 
Secondly, Qassam’s military media released videos taken by their fighters who 
participated in the attack . That footage shows a force riding along a road and 80

passing a Hebrew road sign which points towards the base. The clip shows gun 
battles that take place, followed by still shots of dead Israeli soldiers. Quite crucially, 
the clip finishes with scenes of a large group of Qassam fighters walking back in the 
direction of Gaza. During this shot, the fighter bearing the camera says the following: 
“Now, our forces are walking back from Re’im to the Gaza Strip. These are our soldiers who 
inflicted heavy losses on our enemy. They killed who they killed and took as booty what they 
took.” It is an emphatic moment, which speaks to the nature of the task they were 

 AUS at 10:0277

 Bergman, R. Rasgon, A. Kingsley, P. (2024) “Secret Documents Show Hamas Tried to Persuade Iran to Join Its 78

Oct. 7 Attack”, The New York Times, 12 October,  https://www.nytimes.com/2024/10/12/world/middleeast/
hamas-israel-war.html

 Cheslow, D. (2023) “Israel and the West reckon with a high-tech failure”, Politico, 10 October  https://79

www.politico.com/news/2023/10/10/israel-hamas-technology-failure-00120667

 https://www.alqassam.ps/arabic/videos/index/2815; see also 80 شاھد| القسام تقتحم قاعدة رعیم مقر قیادة فرقة غزة الإسرائیلیة

[“Watch: Qassam storm Reim base, HQ of the Israeli Gaza Division”], YouTube, uploaded by AlJazeera Arabic, 
October 8, 2023, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BtrsAqr4-ZY  
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given, and the highly disciplined and clinical way that task was carried out. Thirdly, 
many high-ranking Israeli military personnel were killed at this location. They 
include (and are not limited to) Col Roi Levy (head of the IDF Multidomain Unit, 
also known as the “Ghost Unit”) and Lit. Col. Sahar Zion Makhlouf (commander of 
Israel’s 481st Battalion, Teleprocessing Corps). Makhlouf was pictured dead in the 
video released by Qassam.  Others such as Maj. Ido Yehoshua, Company 81

Commander in the Israeli Air Force’s Shaldag Unit , and Cpt. Rom Shlomi, 82

commander of the Reconnaissance Department in the Shaldag Unit, were also killed 
here. 

52. Nahal Oz base is located less than a kilometre from the Gaza border. Based on what 
has been publicised, Nahal Oz is the site of the largest number of Israeli military 
casualties (66), with most of these soldiers from the 13th Battalion of the Golani 
Brigade or surveillance troops from Unit 414 of the Combat Intelligence Collections 
Corps. Squad commanders in the Golani Brigade Staff Sgt. Nehoray Levi Atimay and 
Staff Sgt. Dor Lazimi are from those killed at this location on October 7th. Video 
released by Qassam of the offensive  shows a complex and multifaceted assault on 83

the base. Drones (some with heat detectors) and aerial projectiles are used to 
dismantle defences on walls, as charges are blown on the separation fence. As gun 
battles rage, there are grenades thrown by ground troops, whilst drones drop 
projectiles from the sky onto fighting Israeli forces. The cameras from the aerial 
drones show the large size of the base, with different quarters and plentiful military 
vehicles. As the fighting rages, a voice cries out: “These are the sons of Qassam! These 
are the sons of Sheikh Ahmed Yassin! These are the sons of the Palestinian people taking back 
that which called the Gaza envelope – all of it is our lands brothers!” There are copious 
scenes of dead Israeli soldiers. A number of prisoners are taken from this location. 
From them, rather famously, are five soldiers who are thought to have been working 
as observers in the base: Liri Albag, Karina Ariev, Agam Berger, Daniela Gilboa and 
Naama Levy. They were pictured being captured at the base, whilst cell phone 
footage later placed them inside of an Israeli military vehicle taken into the Gaza 
Strip.  The Nahal Oz offensive is notable too because its proximity to the Gaza Strip 84

meant that many non-Qassam elements (from other factions, and Palestinian 
civilians) ended up at the base throughout the course of the day. For instance, in a 
famous clip where Nimrod Cohen was captured on active duty from an Israeli tank, 

 Abu Hatab, B. (2023) “Commander’s Death Marks Turning Point in Gaza Conflict”, Watan News, 8 October 81

https://www.watanserb.com/en/2023/10/08/commanders-death-marks-turning-point-in-gaza-conflict/

 Avivit Misnikov (2023) "82 "נשארתי לבד באמצע חודש שישי, כשהלכת לי דווקא ביום ההולדת שלי

[“I was left alone in the middle of the month of Hune, when you left on my birthday”], Channel 12, 12 October 
https://www-mako-co-il.translate.goog/news-military/6361323ddea5a810/Article-5aeb7d2bde32b81026.htm?
_x_tr_sl=iw&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en&_x_tr_pto=wapp

 https://www.alqassam.ps/arabic/videos/index/2799; see also 83 مشاھد من اقتحام "كتائب القسام" موقع "ناحل عوز" العسكري

[“Scenes of the Qassam Brigades storming Nahal Oz military site”], YouTube, uploaded by AlJazeera Arabic, 
October 11, 2023

 Bunkall, A. (2024) “Video showing bloodied Israeli female soldiers captured by Hamas released”, Sky News, 23 84

May,  https://news.sky.com/story/video-showing-bloodied-israeli-female-soldiers-captured-by-hamas-
released-13141636
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many Palestinians  can be seen crowding around the tank . That notwithstanding, 85 86

the basic operation – infiltrate, take over, capture and return – can be deduced from 
the footage.   

53. The attack on the Erez Crossing base too was recorded, with footage of the attack 
uploaded by Qassam’s military media . That footage shows charges being set to 87

pierce the large wall of the base. There are firefights, and many dead Israeli soldiers 
are shown. An Israeli flag inside of a building is ripped from a window and thrown 
to the ground. In GoPro footage from the attack released by Israeli channels, a 
Qassam fighter is shot and injured. He is then approached by another fighter who 
encourages him to recite the Islamic testimony of faith and takes the camera. Soon 
after, the second fighter is also shot in the fighting at the base and is heard taking his 
final breaths. Eventually Qassam gained temporary control of the base. Later, a 
bulldozer would smash through the breach created at this area in the fence, creating 
one of the most widely circulated images from October 7th.  From the Israeli 88

soldiers killed in this location are Staff Sgt. Daniel Moshe Danino (Golani), Staff Sgt. 
Roey Weiser, Staff Sgt. Max Rabinov, and Staff Sgt. Or Mirzrahi.  

54. Paga (Magen Be’eri) base is a military position a few hundred metres east of the 
Gazan fence. Many have remarked, that keeping so many military installations so 
close to the Gazan fence was one of the biggest strategic failures of the Israelis. 
According to a Haaretz article, twelve soldiers were killed in the attack on this 
location, including Lit. Dekel Suisa, Sgt. First Class Itamar Ben-Yehuda and Sgt. Yakir 
Levi . In a Qassam video of the attack , there are number of dead soldiers’ bodies 89 90

filmed following gun battles, as well as many military vehicles. At the end of the clip, 
one of the fighters speaks to the camera with a helmet in his hands: “We want this 
video to reach the entire world. God willing, this is the helmet of a solider. We went into every 
corner and with our pure feet, we stepped into every single hiding place. There were no men 

 https://t.me/TheOctober7/16 85

Blowing up and storming enemy sites east of Khan Yunis and 86“] تفجیر واقتحام مواقع العدو شرق خانیونس وأسر عدد من الجنود 

capturing a number of soldiers.”], Ezzedeen AlQassam Brigades, October 7, 2023, https://www.alqassam.ps/
arabic/videos/index/2802 

Ezzedeen Al Qassam Brigades, 87 ,[”Qassam storm Erez Site North of the Gaza Strip“] القسام یقتحم موقع إیرز شمال قطاع غزة 

October 7, 2023, https://www.alqassam.ps/arabic/videos/index/2807  
; see also كتائب القسام تقتحم موقع إیرز العسكري شمال قطاع غزة وتقتل عددا من الجنود [“Qassam Brigades storm Erez Military Site 
North of the Gaza Strip and kill a number of soldiers.”], YouTube, uploaded by Al Jazeera Arabic, October 7, 2023, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nrjOp8rIOTM

 Beaule, V. (2023) “A detailed look at how Hamas secretly crossed into Israel”, ABC News, 12 October  https://88

abcnews.go.com/International/detailed-hamas-secretly-crossed-israel/story?id=103917182 

 Kubovich, Y. Peleg, B. (2023) “Shortly Before the Hamas Attack This Warning Arrived. What Happened at the 89

Paga Outpost?”, 27 December https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2023-12-27/ty-article-
magazine/.premium/shortly-before-the-hamas-attack-this-warning-arrived-what-happened-at-the-paga-
outpost/0000018c-a631-dc33-a78c-bfb9f5360000

90 ,[”Storming Paga military site and finishing off those inside“] اقتحام القسام لموقع "فجة" العسكري والإجھاز على من فیھ  

Ezzedeen AlQassam Brigades, October 9, 2023, https://www.alqassam.ps/arabic/videos/index/2830
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to fight us.” Human Rights investigator Chriss Cobb Smith referred to Qassam’s 
breaching of the perimeter and killing of such many soldiers as “staggering.”  91

55. Urim SIGNIT Base is located about 10 miles inside of Israeli territory and so is much 
deeper than the other locations heretofore discussed. It is 'Israel's' most important 
intelligence gathering installation, and it collaborates closely with the Mossad.  Lt. 92

Col. Alon Eviatar, member of the reserves and former officer in Israel’s 8200 elite 
intelligence unit, has described it as “the largest and most significant intelligence base in 
Israel, one of the country’s greatest assets… It was a top priority for them [Qassam].” Upon 
arriving at the base, reports have it that the Qassam unit detonated an explosive at 
the entrance to the underground bunker which synthesised data from across the 
world.  Though it’s not known publicly what information precisely might have been 93

accessed/seized, Abu Obaidah would summarise what was achieved at Urim in an 
operational update given on October the 8th: “…a number of our Mujahidin were able to 
safely retreat from Urim base which houses the intelligence unit 8200, after completing their 
objectives there and killing a large number of enemy forces.”  94

56. The base at Sufa is notable as it was mentioned by Abu Ubaidah, whilst at the same 
time the corresponding footage of the attack was released through Israeli channels . 95

Not only that, but there are multiple angles of this offensive, shown on Israeli 
television, which show a Qassam squad engaged in firefights on roads, and inside of 
the base itself. As the fighting ensues, fighters are seen taking rifles from dead Israeli 
soldiers, radio comms are overheard with calls being made for additional 
ammunition, and at one stage a Qassam fighter shouts that more than 10 Israeli 
soldiers have been killed. From those killed are Sgt. Gali Roi Shakotai, Staff Sgt, Ofire 
Melman, Sgt. Segev Schawartz, and Capt. Eyal Klein.   

57. In extended GoPro footage broadcast in a report on Israeli Television, a young man 
from Gaza, Ahmed Sufian, takes part in an offensive on a site which leads to him 
killing two soldiers and seizing a Tavor rifle. Though the dead soldiers are cut out of 
the version of this broadcast viewed for this report, the Tavor rifle seized is produced 
by Israel Weapons Industries whose website states the arm was produced ‘in close 
cooperation with the Israeli Defence Forces.’  It is the ‘primary assault rifle’ for all 96

IOF infantry units and special forces. Throughout the offensive, Ahmad shouts 

 “October 7 Al Jazeera Investigations”, YouTube, uploaded by Al Jazeera English, March 20, 2024, (13:56) 91

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_0atzea-mPY&t=914s   

 Hager, N. (2010) “Israel’s omniscient ears”, Le Monde diplomatique, September https://mondediplo.com/92

2010/09/04israelbase

 Rubin and Morris (n 72)93

Ezzedeen AlQassam 94 ,[”Audio speech of the Qassam Military Spokesman“] كلمة صوتیة للناطق العسكري باسم القسام 

Brigades, October 8, 2023, https://www.alqassam.ps/arabic/videos/index/2824 

 https://t.me/c/2214663483/9995

 IWI Tavor Assault Rifle”, IWI – Small Arms https://iwi.net/iwi-tavor-rifle/96
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euphorically about liberating the lands of Palestine: “These are our lands! I’m strolling 
through them! And what comes next is the liberation of Palestine!” After the firefight in 
which the soldiers are killed, he turns the camera around to show his face and says 
the following: “[My name is] Ahmad Sufian Ibrahim Abu Hadda Abu Islam. I’m 24 years 
old. Here I’ve seized from them a Tavor rifle, and so far I’ve killed two of their soldiers. And 
with this morning, with this great achievement, we ask Allah for a clear triumph, and we ask 
Allah for a great victory, and we ask Allah to grant us martyrdom after [we have] dealt heavy 
losses to the enemy. And this is the least we can offer for the sake of our religion, to give aid to 
our Prophet, and to give support to our Aqsa. Peace be upon you.”  Ahmed, 24 years old, 97

would have been born on the cusp of the first Intifada, and will have lived virtually 
all of his sentient life under Israeli siege. At the end of the broadcasted clip, he is shot 
and killed. 

58. On the 7th, and in the days following the launching of operation Toofan Al-Aqsa, 
Qassam military media would release videos of 11 separate operations: Re’im 
military base, Ayn Habshur, an armoured support site belonging to Kissuim 
Battalion East of Khan Yunis, Nahal Oz, Amitai, Paga, Zikim, Erez, Be’eri, Kfar Azah 
and Kerem Abu Salem. Those clips, in general, show the intended operation in 
practice: commandoes leave Gaza, they attack sites, and then they return to Gaza 
after taking prisoners. Uploaded by Qassam as reflecting the operation they claim to 
have carried out, that content must be taken seriously when attempting to study the 
events of October 7th. There are more locations mentioned than video evidence for, 
and there are likewise many locations for which publicly accessible information is 
scarce. Hence, of course, truly transparent investigation becomes necessary.  

59. In 1994, Hamas leader Dr Abdel Aziz al-Rantisi published four principles relevant to 
Palestinian resistance on an early website belonging to the movement. The second of 
those principles referred to the condition of material asymmetry which existed, and 
still does, between Palestinian fighters and the Israeli army. Miri Eisin, a former 
senior intelligence officer in the IOF, spoke about Hamas utilising, on October 7th, 
‘military tactics to carry out a terror attack.’ For her, ‘their success wasn’t tech; it was 
preparation.’  In line with what the martyr Rantisi said, we agree that preparation 98

and strategizing was necessary to overcome the Israeli army’s billion-dollar defences. 
However, we say that our fighters utilised military tactics not to carry out a ‘terror 
attack’, but to carry out a military operation. It is that operation, where the wall 
besieging the Palestinians came down, and the Gaza division was routed despite the 
asymmetry between the two sides, indeed that David and Goliath moment, that most 
outside the Anglosphere remember the Toofan Al-Aqsa operation for. It was a day 
that vindicated for many the strategy of armed resistance. The Oslo Peace Process 
had led to political stalemate and expansion of settlements, whilst Qassam 
commandoes were storming bases tens of kilometres inside of Occupied Palestine. 
On October 7th, 2024, Abu Ubaidah would appear again to describe what the 
Palestinian resistance sees as the success of that day: “…a year after the most 

 https://t.me/c/2214663483/8597

 Rubin and Morris (note 72)98
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professional and successful commando operation in modern times, thanks to God, which 
targeted a criminal enemy military division that is reinforced with all combat and intelligence 
systems…”  99

60. Maybe some faults happened during Operation Al-Aqsa Flood’s implementation due 
to the rapid collapse of the Israeli security and military system, and the chaos 
caused along the border areas with Gaza.   100

61. There remains an outstanding question about just how it was the case that so many 
non-Qassam Palestinians were able to leave the Gaza Strip on October 7th. Senior 
Hamas leaders, such as Khalid Mesh’al, have said that the expectation was that 
fighting against the Gaza Division would have taken a lot longer and been much 
more devastating for Qassam commandoes than it was.  Indeed, sources within the 101

movement have stated that Qassam members were told that accepting to participate 
in the offensive should be on the basis that they would not expect to return. “The 
surprise”, Al-Arouri explained, “was that this bloated army which is only good at 
committing crimes with planes, artillery and tanks… collapsed much quicker than the 
commanders of Qassam ever expected. The anticipation was the battle would last many hours. 
[Yet] the Division collapsed in an exceptionally short period of time – like three hours. The 
Division had been completely taken over, including the headquarters of its commanders, and 
all the soldiers were either killed, captured as prisoners, or fleeing – wandering aimlessly, 
leaving the military bases, settlements and kibbutzim [behind]… When the Gaza Division 
collapsed in unexpectedly quick fashion, and the people in Gaza realised that the borders were 
open and that the army in the band had been defeated, many civilians, youth and armed 
people entered [from Gaza]. There was some chaos in clashes that took place, other than that 
which was planned… the Israeli army collapsed and did not fulfil its obligations either to 
protect itself, or to protect the civilians. So, civilians ended up in an open area, several armed 
people entered [from Gaza], and a number of civilians were killed.”  When we speak of a 102

state of ‘chaos’ ensuing on the day, the allusion is to this security vacuum which was 
simply not anticipated. 

62. In many instances, those who came through the border did so in line with the 
general euphoria of the moment. The siege wall had come down, and there was for 
the first time an opportunity to step into lands our people see as belonging to them 
following the mass-displacement of the 1948 Nakba. On the day, social media videos 

99 كلمة الناطق العسكري باسم كتائب القسام أبو عبیدة في الذكرى الأولى لمعركة طوفان الأقصى 

 [“Speech of the military spokesman of the Qassam Brigades Abu Ubaidah on the first anniversary of the Al Aqsa 
Flood battle”], YouTube, uploaded by العربي - أخبار,October 7, 2024, (1:48) https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=Ap3LqUgo79s

 Section 3.3 of HND100

YouTube, uploaded by 101 ,[”Khalid Mesh’al: The Israeli Gaza Division Collapsed“] خالد مشعل: فرقة غزة الإسرائیلیة انھارت 

Ammar Taqi, January 18, 2024,  
 https://youtu.be/wIY1SDJFMTk?si=yv-Z7Ua2ZAIoxLtu – Mesh’al states, that “the surprise was that the Gaza 
Division collapsed in three hours.” 

 (7:47) of SAN102
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went viral of a group of Palestinians running euphorically through a farm shouting 
‘Bananas… Our Bananas!”  In another viral clip posted to the Instagram account of 103

Muhammad Fayq, an elderly Gazan man called Abu Sufyan walks through a breach 
in the siege wall, as he smiles and is cheered by onlookers.   104

63. By tracking the apparel worn in various clips from the day, one recognises that there 
were numerous affiliated and non-affiliated armed and non-armed Palestinians 
recorded at several sites in Southern Occupied Palestine. In one clip, at the outskirts 
of what appears to be a military site, there are several soldiers’ dead bodies scattered. 
At a certain point, a man in non-military gear approaches one of the soldiers’ bodies 
bearing a knife, at which point he is told by a Qassam member not to mutilate the 
dead body in line with Islamic teachings which prohibit post-humous mutilation.  105

In another notable clip, an Israeli soldier is held up in a watchtower along the border 
of the Gaza Strip. A large crowd of Palestinians surrounds the tower, whilst the man 
filming the scene screams at the crowd to leave the matter to fighters from the PIJ 
and Qassam.  In a third case, Qassam fighters are seen surrounded by many Gazan 106

civilians. There are at least two dead Zionist soldiers whose bodies are seen on the 
floor by a vehicle. The man filming, unidentified, shouts to the crowd: “Brothers! Do 
not desecrate the bodies.”  These are a few instances, but many scenes from the day 107

show Qassam, as well as members from other Palestinian resistance factions, 
attempting to retain control of a situation that quite clearly got out of hand. CCTV 
footage shared by Israeli channels has Qassam presence, as well as non-Qassam 
Palestinian presence, at multiple locations, including Kibbtuz Be’eri and the Nova 
Music Festival.  

64. Especially when attempting to determine responsibility and intent, these are aspects 
of the October 7th offensive which must be seriously considered. Actions of non-
affiliated armed Palestinians cannot be expected to be subject to the same strategies 
or rules of engagement that was relevant to the planned operation executed by 
Qassam. Still, there are scenes such as that filmed by journalist Muthanna al-Najjar, 
who is affiliated with Saudi Al-Hadath news channel. That clip shows a child being 
apprehended by a Palestinian man in civilian stripes on a busy road – though the 
exact location is not clear. Al-Najjar tells the man: “he [the child] is from the young… do 
not harm them… act with wisdom when dealing with these… this is a child – maybe about 10 
years old.”  Images circulated of the Bibas family – Mother Shiras, and two children 108

 [@Mostafa1awad], “أبو إلیاس سایب الدنیا والصواریخ والأسرى ورایح یجیب موز من غلاف غزة عشان زوجتھ، الرجل لما یحب بجد”,  Twitter, 103

October 9, 2023, https://x.com/mostafa1awad/status/1711321005749051496

 [@alemadia], خلك من أبو سفیان" ..”, Twitter, October 9, 2023, https://x.com/alemadia/status/104

1711393828715024576

 https://t.me/TheOctober7/174105

 https://t.me/palestinianatrocities/112 106

 https://t.me/palestinianatrocities/260 107

 https://t.me/palestinianatrocities/105108
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Bibas and Kfir – show those Palestinians involved in capturing them bearing arms, 
but not wearing the recognisable apparel of any Palestinian resistance faction. The 
man filming shouts that “nobody should harm her… let it be known that we have 
humanity. Cover her! Cover her!... She has children with her.”  109

65. In a widely circulated image, an elderly Israeli woman posed in her home next to a 
PIJ fighter who had placed his weapon in across her chest. The lady would later 
describe their encounter in a media interview: “I said to him do not talk to me because I 
do not understand what you are saying in Arabic, and I speak Hebrew poorly. I told him I am 
from Argentina, and I speak Spanish. He told me ‘how from Argentina?’ I said to him ‘Do 
you watch football?’ Then he replied ‘yes, I love football.’ I told him I am from the place Messi 
is from. He replied ‘Messi! I love Messi.’ He grabbed my arm from here and gave me the gun. 
He put the gun down and I pointed with my hand like this, and he took a picture with me. 
Well, then, he left. Now I hope that he knows that I mentioned him and that I survived 
because of him. I would like to ask him about my two grandchildren who are there. I pray that 
God will send him to them because they are two young men like gold.”  110

66. The above cases are important for digesting the full image of what took place, even 
at the hands of non-Qassam Palestinians. Al-Arouri would say, that “[o]ur Mujahideen 
do not target civilians, and it’s impossible that they carried out the crimes the occupation 
speaks about [like] rape, killing children, and killing civilians… We do not say that civilians 
were not killed, but 100% it was not from the plan of Qassam to touch civilians, or to kill 
them. It was not from the plan of Qassam even [to capture civilian] prisoners… Qassam 
military youth took army [personnel] as prisoners and returned to Gaza. There were civilians 
captured – general people entered, took people and brought them back to Gaza. That was not 
the intention of Hamas…”    111

67. Many analysts and commentators have effectively described two types of action/
attack on the day, without stopping to consider what explains it. Above, Miri Eisin is 
quoted as speaking about military tactics that were used to carry out a terror attack. 
In similar vein, Shimrit Meir, a former senior adviser in the previous Israeli 
government, has said that there “was a unique mixture of state-of-the-art, disciplined 
planning, combined with… barbarism and brutality.” Her comments are quoted in 
Washington Post article and describe what ‘began as a highly organized stealth attack, 
using drone technology to overtake Israeli military observation points’ as soon devolving into 
‘a bloody and chaotic rampage.’  Yet the basic narrative forwarded by Hamas leaders 112

like Al-Arouri explains in basic terms this apparent distinction. This has always been 
our position and is supported by independent commentators. There was the military 

 https://t.me/palestinianatrocities/107109

 [@SuppressedNws], “The story behind an iconic picture:”, Twitter, September 30, 2024, https://x.com/110

SuppressedNws/status/1840659865175302187

 (11:28) of SAN111

 Rubin, s. Dadouch, S. Hendrix, S. (2023) “How Hamas’s carefully planned Israel attack devolved into a 112

chaotic rampage”, The Washington Post, October 16, https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/10/16/
hamas-attack-israel/
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operation, planned for and executed by the Qassam Brigades, and then everything 
else, not planned for, which occurred due to an unanticipated collapse of the Israeli 
army. 

68. Avoiding harm to civilians, especially children, women and elderly people is a 
religious and moral commitment by all the Al-Qassam Brigades’ fighters. We 
reiterate that the Palestinian resistance was fully disciplined and committed to the 
Islamic values during the operation and that the Palestinian fighters only targeted 
the occupation soldiers and those who carried weapons against our people. In the 
meantime, the Palestinian fighters were keen to avoid harming civilians despite the 
fact that the resistance does not possess precise weapons…   113

69. A consistent problem when discussing Palestinian resistance is the distance that 
exists between the vernaculars of East and West. To speak in detail of a relationship 
with Allah is foreign enough, let alone to do so in Arabic whilst engaged in armed 
conflict with an entity that positions itself as an extension of Western interests. It is 
important to understand the significance of religious observance within an 
organisation like Qassam. Our leadership makes copious reference to this aspect of 
resistance fighters’ personalities, but the weight of these allusions, is often lost not 
just in linguistic, but also in cultural, translation. We encourage researchers interested 
in Palestinian armed resistance to explore this further. 

70. That reference is crucial, because the rhetoric of Qassam members and leadership is 
filled with religious references that external onlookers, irrespective of their personal 
appraisals of them, should assume hold immense weight for our members. Asked 
what distinguishes the soldier from the Qassam Brigades in a 2015 interview 
recorded just prior to the pre-dawn meal in the month of Ramadan, one of our 
Qassam fighters offered the following response: “The soldier in the Qassam Brigades… 
they are firstly men: men who are not distracted by trade or selling from the remembrance of 
Allah . Men from the Truthful, who were cultivated whilst their homes were the mosques, 114

with them being either from those praying, kneeling, or fighting in Jihad. Their homes were 
not cafes and clubs, singing, engaged in folly and being obsessed with money… They were 
able to, with God’s favour, reach behind enemy lines because they were alive with their belief 
that they grew up with, alive with their faith, alive by their remembrance of God, alive by 
their fasting [and] their recitation of the Quran.”  The speech of our soldiers often 115

embed verses from the Quran which they will have memorised, or statements of the 
Prophet Muhammad ((صلى الله عليه وسلم and his companions that will have been learnt during the 
years of their education. In what follows these preliminary remarks should be kept in 
mind, particularly as relates to the language from publicly accessible instructions 
given to fighters, and the language employed between fighters themselves. Hamas 

 Section 3.2 of HND113

 Quran. 24:37114

Al-Jazeera Mubasher share the pre-dawn meal with the fighters of the 115“] الجزیرة مباشر تشارك مقاتلي كتائب القسام السحور 

Qassam Brigades”], YouTube, uploaded by Aljazeera Mubasher, July 3, 2015, (10:18), https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=bM6wccyO6mo 
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leaders’ reference to the Islamic values of their fighters should not be considered 
superfluous. Observance of the commandments of Allah and the teachings of our 
prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) supersede our own whims and desires, both individually and as a 
movement. It is for that reason that allegations of beheading babies, systematic rape, 
and other unbelievably exaggerated crimes that go against the teachings of our 
religion, hold no basis. We do not care for this world and strive for the Hereafter. If 
we were to gain statehood in this world at the expense of the eternal home in the 
Hereafter, then we have indeed lost the greatest struggle.  

71. In his speech announcing the launching of the Toofan Al-Aqsa operation, Qassam 
commander Muhammad al-Deif gave the following orders: “O righteous Mujahidin. 
This is your day to make this criminal enemy understand that their time is up. ‘Kill them 
wherever you find them and expel them from where they expelled you. ’ Do not kill elderly 116

and children yet remove this filth from your land and holy places. Fight, and the angels will 
fight with you in succession, Allah will reinforce you with angels swooping, and Allah will 
fulfil His promise to you: ‘we made it Our duty to help the believers.’ ”  The highly 117 118

rhetorical nature, particularly of public addresses in Arabic, is often interpreted as 
inherently more violent and barbaric. Yet such style, embellishing speech with poetic 
allusions and embedded Quranic references, is understood within the linguistic 
climate as being an expected mark of eloquence. The allusion in the above order not 
to kill elderly and children, will have been understood as an allusion to the advice 
given by the first Caliph of Islam Abu Bakr to those soldiers that conquered the 
Levant region during his rulership. It is subtle in that address, but is still an allusion 
that carries considerable weight for the accultured listener. What was understood by 
this may be inferred from how the comments were presented by Saleh Al-Arouri in 
his Al-Jazeera remarks: “…We have the military plan of the Qassam Brigades, which is as 
was announced by the brother Abu Khaled Muhammad al-Deif in the first hour when he 
came out with his official pronouncement and said: “We are going to fight the Israeli army.” 
And he gave the mujahidin official instructions before they went out, and after they went 
out124. He said do not kill a woman, or the young, or the old – and this is a recording which 
exists. These were the instructions [given to] our youth.”  119

72. In a video widely circulated from the day, from within a house in Southern Occupied 
Palestine, a member of the Qassam Brigades stands before an elderly woman lying 
on a bed in front of a younger woman some have speculated is her granddaughter.  
Looking into the camera, the fighter says that “[t]his scene is a manifestation of the 
Prophet’s ((صلى الله عليه وسلم advice to us – we, Muslim Mujaahidoon – that we do not kill a woman, or a 
child, or an elderly person, or a worshipper in their monastery. We carried out [today] the 

 Quran 2:191116

 Quran 30:47117

Muhammad al-Deif: We fired, in half an hour, 118“] محمد الضیف: أطلقنا خلال نصف ساعة ٥ آلاف صاروخ تجاه مستوطنات ومدن العدو 

5,000 rockets in the direction of the cities and settlements of the enemy."], YouTube, uploaded by AlJazeera 
Arabic, October 7, (2:27), https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-cxL5_Nw1l0 

 (10:43) of SAN119

29

145  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-cxL5_Nw1l0


will of the Messenger of Allah, may the peace and blessings of Allah be upon him. We killed 
the fighters, and we spared the women and the children.”  120

73. Hamas leaders have often referred to public source materials they say indicate their 
members acting in line with their rules of engagement. Ismail Haniyeh referred in an 
official address, a week after the Toofan Al-Aqsa operation, to the footage of Avital 
Aldajem being released with two children. He said, that “for a long time, Hamas has 
emphasised that it does not target civilians. It does not target the elderly or the young, despite 
what the Zionist enemy does. Hamas is a daughter of these people. It is from the tree of this 
firmly rooted prophetic community (Ummah). It is a national movement for liberation, which 
belongs to these values… and belongs to this culture.”  121

74. Widely circulated as well, was an interview given to Hebrew media of an Israeli 
women speaking of her experience with Hamas fighters. She says that she informed 
the fighters that she had two children with her. Describing what took place, she said: 
“They look around, then one says to me in English, ‘Don’t worry, I’m a Muslim, we will not 
hurt you.’ It caught me by surprise. On the other hand, it took a lot of pressure off me… One 
of them sees bananas on the counter, and he asks, ‘May I eat one?’ and I say, ‘Yes you can.’” 
The interviewer then asked her about her children, to which she replied: “The older was a 
more stressed, the youngest didn’t really care she was busy with her tablet. What did scare 
them a little was the guns. They consulted each other… at the beginning. They spoke in 
Arabic, and my son asks me ‘are they thinking about how to apologize?’ I told him probably 
not [smiles]. They stayed at my place for about two hours. By the end of those two hours, one 
of them closes the door, and they leave… That’s it.”  122

75. As attested by many, the Hamas Movement dealt in a positive and kind manner 
with all civilians who have been held in Gaza, and sought from the earliest days of 
the aggression to release them, and that’s what happened during the week-long 
humanitarian truce where those civilians were released in exchange of releasing 
Palestinian women and children from Israeli jails.   123

76. As mentioned previously, Hamas in Gaza initially offered to unilaterally release 85-
year-old Yocheved Lifshitz once she was located in Gaza. In the footage of her 
eventual release, Lifshitz is seen turning back, shaking hands with one of the Hamas 
guards, and saying Shalom – a Jewish greeting of peace. When questioned by media 
as to why she did so, she said that it was “because they treated us very nicely.” She 

 [@SuppressedNws], “A video released by Hamas on October 7th showing how they treated women and 120

children…”, April 25, 2024, https://x.com/SuppressedNws/status/1783436509175058537 

Speech of the head of the political 121“] خطاب رئیس المكتب السیاسي لحركة حماس إسماعیل ھنیة في الیوم السابع لحرب الإبادة على غزة 

bureau of Hamas Ismail Haniyeh on the seventh day of the genocidal war against Gaza”], Palestinian Islamic 
Resistance Movement, October 10, 2023, https://hamasinfo.info/?p=2176

 [@RaHmaAad321], Channel 12 interview, September 30, 2024, https://x.com/RaHmaAd321/status/122

1840798591339597942; see also “Israeli woman speaks of experience with Hamas fighters”, YouTube, uploaded by 
Middle East Eye, October 10, 2023, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rD7NI0tGbp8 
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continued: “When we arrived there, they first of all told us that they believed in the Quran, 
and they wouldn’t hurt us and that they would provide us with the same conditions that they 
have in the tunnels… they took care of all our needs I’ll give them credit for that. They were 
very courteous. They made sure we were clean, that we ate. We ate the same food they did – 
pitas with cream cheese, melted cheese, cucumbers. That was a meal for an entire day.”  124

This October interview was significant, because it was the first time any Israelis held 
in Gaza had appeared in front of media cameras to speak about their experiences. 
The interview was received as a PR disaster for the Israelis, with Israeli PR experts 
calling the decision to put Lifshitz in front of cameras a “mistake.” Israel Hayom 
columnist Eddie Rothstein commented that “[t]he truth is, you don’t need to be a PR 
expert to know you can’t have a press conference like this on live TV.”  Ynet 125

columnist Ran Boker called the statement a ‘blunderous move’, as it served ‘to 
humanize a terrorist organisation.’  Notably, none of the critics questioned the 126

veracity of her account and almost begrudged her for not having been mistreated by 
our fighters. 

77. Following the Lifshitz interview, Israeli authorities reportedly moved to monitor 
very closely press access given to those released during the negotiations. Israeli news 
Channel 12 reported that authorities arranged for a special media process for the 
prisoners post-release. That report alleges that though “there will be no ban on media 
interviews… they are expected to receive close supervision, and they will be instructed on 
what to tell the media and what not.”  This reflects similar trends previously 127

mentioned earlier, relating to Israeli monopolies over source information/press 
access, and how public source researchers are necessarily making conclusions based 
on controlled slices of information.  

78. There are, despite this, some cases worth mentioning. From an objective perspective, 
this context is worth considering particularly as relates to later statements made 
post-release by Israelis that will be mentioned below. Many have been vocal in their 
criticism of the conditions of their detention, and some have claimed that their 
‘positive’ comments/stances about Hamas’ treatment of them were given under 
duress. If it is to be admitted as conceivable that these comments in praise of their 
good treatment were offered under duress, then it ought to be deemed equally 
conceivable that testimonies given later criticising their treatment may also have 
been influenced. In any case, the cases to be mentioned refer largely to primary 

 “Israeli hostage speaks after being freed from captivity”, YouTube Shorts, uploaded by TRT World, October 24, 124

2023, https://www.youtube.com/shorts/egabZZL7s4s

 “Lifshitz press conference panned as disastrous for Israel, PR win for Hamas”, The Times of Israel, October 24, 125

2023, https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/lifshitz-press-conference-panned-as-disastrous-for-israel-
pr-win-for-hamas/ 

 Boker, R. (2023). “Why did Israel allow a public diplomacy disaster?”, Ynet News, October 24, 2023 https://126

www.ynetnews.com/article/hjrapxbga

 “Released hostages forced into media silence as Israel tightens control on interviews”, The New Arab, 127

November 25, 2023, https://www.newarab.com/news/narrative-control-israel-forces-hostages-media-silence
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source materials which ought at least to be considered in good faith, as it is 
consistent with how Qassam has treated other prisoners such as Gilad Shalit. 

79. During the November ceasefire, where exchanges took place for Palestinian women 
and children kept in Israeli prisons, Qassam media released several videos which 
stunned many onlookers. In that footage, after weeks of reports about the horrific 
way Israelis were being treated in Gaza, Israelis were seen smiling, shaking hands, 
laughing, and waving as they were handed to workers from the Red Cross. Mia 
Schem for instance appeared in one such video saying that “people were very good, very 
kind to me… Food good, and the kindness, everything good.”  She had appeared weeks 128

earlier in a video released by Qassam following an operation carried out on an injury 
she sustained during the process of her being transferred to Gaza. In it she says that 
“they took care of me, cured me, and gave me medicine.”  In another notable moment 129

from this series of videos, a Hamas member speaks to Israeli teen Itay Regev, 19, 
from outside of the Red Cross van. Asked whether he is happy, Itay Regev replies 
with chaim sheli – a term of endearment approximately translating to ‘my life’. The 
two then share a handshake before waving their goodbyes.  This period of releases 130

also saw some stories which had been widely circulated turn out to be false. Sara 
Netanyahu, the wife of the Israeli PM, wrote a letter to Jill Biden in which she made 
references to one of the ‘kidnapped’ women being pregnant.  She alleged that the 131

woman, reported to be 35-year-old Natwari Mulkan , gave birth in captivity, 132

though the lady’s mother would later confirm in a Thai Newspaper that her 
daughter was not even pregnant.  133

80. Chen and Agam Goldstein-Almog, taken from Kfar Azza, spoke together in an 
interview on Israel Channel 12 about their experiences in Gaza. They mention 
requesting to be kept together: “And indeed, we stayed together, which surprised 
me. At first, I had an image in my head that I would be shackled in prison…” Chen 

 https://x.com/MarioNawfal/status/1730357629480731076; see also 128 تسلیم الدفعة السابعة من المحتجزین الصھاینة (30 نوفمبر

(2023 [“Handing over the seventh group of Zionist prisoners (30 November 2023)”], Ezzedeen AlQassam Brigades, 
December 1, 2023, https://alqassam.ps/arabic/videos/index/2956 

The Mujahidin of Qassam provide medical care for one of the 129“] مجاھدو القسام یقدمون الرعایة الطبیة لإحدى الأسیرات في غزة 

female prisoners in Gaza”], Ezzedeen AlQassam Brigades, October 28, 2023, https://www.alqassam.ps/arabic/
videos/index/2861 

 [@AliAbunimah], “Quite a dialogue between Hamas soldiers and Israeli teen Itai Regev…”, Twitter, 130

November 30, 2023, https://x.com/AliAbunimah/status/1730024032437715090?s=20; see also تسلیم الدفعة السادسة من 
 ,[”Handing over the sixth group of Zionist prisoners (29 November 2023)“] المحتجزین الصھاینة (29 نوفمبر 2023)
Ezzedeen AlQassam Brigades, November 30, 2023, https://alqassam.ps/arabic/videos/index/2954

 “Hostage gave birth in Gaza captivity, Netanyahu’s office confirms”, The Times of Israel, November 15, 2023,  131

https://www.timesofisrael.com/hostage-gave-birth-in-gaza-captivity-netanyahus-office-confirms/

 Reynolds, J. (2023) “Pictured: Hamas hostage who ‘gave birth to a baby’ while she was being held in Gaza by 132

the terrorist killers”, Mail Online, November 18, https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-12765141/Pictured-
Hamas-hostage-gave-birth-baby-held-Gaza-terrorist-killers.html 

 “Mother of Thai Hostage held by Hamas denies reports her daughter gave birth while in custody”, Matichon 133

Online, November 21, 2023 https://www.matichon.co.th/region/news_4293121
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mentioned being offered to be taken to the salon, and both would engage in exercise. 
Agam mentions that when she did so, they said “it was very important that I did 
this.” “Then,” Chen added, “a young man from them did arm wrestling with me, but 
he brought a towel… Because it’s forbidden for them to touch us.” Agam explained: 
“For them, women are sacred. Women are like queens.”  Agam would later 134

mention at a MuniWorld Expo in Tel Aviv that she was hurt by how some Israelis 
responded to her comments. Those responses included ‘too bad you returned’, or 
‘you had it easy in captivity.’  135

81. Danielle Aloni, released during the November one-week ceasefire agreement, wrote 
a letter in Hebrew the day before she was released, thanking those who took care of 
her and her 5-year-old daughter Emilia whilst she was in Gaza. The written Hebrew 
version of that letter was photographed and published by Qassam’s military media, 
the full text of which is translated in what follows: 

“To the generals who have accompanied me in recent weeks, it seems we will part ways 
tomorrow, but I thank you from the bottom of my heart for your extraordinary humanity 
shown towards my daughter, Emilia. You were like parents to her, inviting her into your 
rooms whenever she desired. She acknowledges feeling like all of you are her friends, not just 
friends, but truly beloved and good. Thank you thank you, for the many hours you spent as 
caregivers. Thank you for being patient with her and showering her with sweets, fruits, and 
everything available even when it was not. Children should not be in captivity, but thanks to 
you and other kind people we met along the way, my daughter felt like a queen in Gaza. In 
general, she acknowledges feeling like the centre of the world. She hasn’t met anyone on our 
long journey, from the rank and file to the leadership, who didn’t treat her with gentleness, 
affection, and love. I will forever be a prisoner of gratitude because she did not leave here with 
a lifelong psychological trauma. I will remember your kind behaviour, granted here despite 
the difficult situation you were dealing with yourselves and the severe losses you suffered here 
in Gaza. I wish in this world we could truly be good friends. I wish you all health and well-
being… Health and love to you and your families’ children. Many thanks. Danielle and 
Emilia”  136

82. As relates to foreigners (non-Israelis) captured, the Hamas leadership has always 
stated that the movement had no problem with them and sought to have them 
released at the earliest possible time. Roongarun Wichanguen, the Thai sister of a 
released prisoner, commented on her brother’s experience in Gaza. “His face was very 

 “Video: released Israeli women say Hamas treated them like ‘queens’”, The Skwawkbox, January 1, 2024, 134

https://skwawkbox.org/2024/01/13/video-released-israeli-women-say-hamas-treated-them-like-queens/

 “’Too Bad You Returned’: Freed Israeli Teen Hostage Says She Received ‘Horrific, Negative’ Comments”, 135

Haaretz, June 10, 2024 https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2024-06-10/ty-article/.premium/too-bad-you-
returned-freed-israeli-hostage-says-shes-received-negative-comments/00000190-0151-da02-a1dc-fd5b38f00000 

 “’From Danielle and Emilia’ – Freed Israeli Woman Thanks Qassam Brigades”, The Palestine Chronicle, 136

November 27, 2023, https://www.palestinechronicle.com/from-danielle-and-emilia-freed-israeli-woman-
thanks-qassam-brigades/; see also “Hamas Posts Israeli Mother’s Letter Expressing Thanks For ‘Many Hours 
You Spent As Caregivers’”, Outlook India, November 28, 2023, https://www.outlookindia.com/international/
israeli-mother-s-letter-to-hamas-thank-you-for-the-many-hours-you-spent-as-caregivers--news-333449 
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happy, and he seemed okay. He said that he was not tortured, or assaulted, and had been fed 
good food. He was taken care of very well. It looks like he just stayed in a house, not a 
tunnel.”  137

83. Lerpong Sayed, the leading Thai hostage negotiator, revealed in an interview with 
Sky News’ Asia correspondent Cordelia Lynch more details about the conditions the 
Thai prisoners were kept in. He said, that “[t]hey have all told their families they 
were well taken care of, well looked after, given shelter, clothes, food and water, and 
given mental support.” When asked by Lynch whether he thought the Israeli 
hostages were being treated any different from the Thai hostages, he replied: “No, I 
think Hamas kept the same standard because they follow Islamic Law, especially protecting 
children… On every negotiation they confirmed to us that the Thais were captured as war 
prisoners and would always be treated according to the Quran and Islamic Law, so I was 
confident Hamas would take care of the Thai workers. And you could see in the workers who 
were released. They had good interactions with Hamas.”  His response finds some 138

corroboration in various other testimonies where similar remarks are made.  

84. Hamas strives to follow the teachings of the Qur’an and the Prophet Muhammad 
 in all of its actions including the treatment of captives. We are commanded to be (صلى الله عليه وسلم)
kind to our prisoners to the extent that we must prioritise them over ourselves when 
it comes to feeding and clothing them. We are prohibited from abusing and torturing 
them. Rape and sexual violence is unthinkable. It is difficult to understand how 
people are prepared to believe that our elite disciplined forces could participate in 
depraved acts of sexual violence while participating in the greatest battle of their 
lives, knowing they may not live to see another day; yet when given the opportunity 
with captives in their homes for weeks and months, they did not do so, even as the 
Zionist soldiers raped and tortured our men, women and children in their prisons. 
Instead, released female prisoners have spoken about how our soldiers would arm-
wrestle with them using towels as it was forbidden for them to touch them, how for 
them, women are sacred, “like Queens”. One released prisoner has even alleged that 
the only reason she was not raped during her 54 days of detention was because her 
captor’s wife was in the house and has resorted to claiming she was ‘raped’ “with his 
eyes”.  

85. On the contrary, where there have been incidents of mistreatment of prisoners, we 
have been quick to intervene and investigate. For example, on 12 August 2024, Abu 
Ubaidah announced that that “[i]n two separate incidents, two [Hamas] soldiers 
assigned to guard enemy prisoners fired at a male Zionist prisoner, killing him 
immediately, and also injured two female prisoners critically.” He added that Hamas 
had formed a committee to investigate the shootings and that efforts were underway 

 [@Shack_Rat], “The statement made by the sister of one of the released Thai Hostages…”, Twitter, November 137

25, 2023,  https://x.com/shack_rat/status/1728511374144201161?s=46 

 Lynch, C. (2023) “Thai Hostage negotiator thanks Iran for support – and says Hamas justified in taking 138

captives”, Sky News, 29 November, https://news.sky.com/story/thai-hostage-negotiator-thanks-iran-for-
support-and-says-hamas-justified-in-taking-captives-13018272 
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to save the lives of the two injured prisoners.  On 15 August 2024, Abu Ubaidah 139

confirmed that an internal investigation had taken place during the course of which 
it emerged that the guard in question had acted in revenge upon hearing news that 
two of his children had been murdered in an Israeli massacre.  While we 140

understand the emotions of the Hamas soldiers in question and ultimately hold the 
Zionist entity responsible for the suffering and danger its prisoners are exposed to, 
the soldiers’ actions are inconsistent with the teachings of our religion. As Abu 
Ubaidah himself made clear in his statement at the time, "the incident does not 
represent our ethics and the teachings of our religion in dealing with prisoners."  

86. …In addition, if there was any case of targeting civilians; it happened accidently 
and in the course of the confrontation with the occupation forces…  141

87. It is also a matter of fact that a number of Israeli settlers in settlements around 
Gaza were armed and clashed with Palestinian fighters on Oct. 7. Those settlers 
were registered as civilians while the fact is they were armed men fighting alongside 
the Israeli army.   142

88. When speaking about Israeli civilians, it must be known that conscription applies to 
all Israelis above the age of 18 – males who served 32 months of military service and 
females who served 24 months – where all can carry and use arms. This is based on 
the Israeli security theory of an “armed people” which turned the Israeli entity into 
“an army with a country attached.”  143

89. As part of the October 7th operation, Qassam squads were sent to various kibbutzim 
and took up positions likewise on roads. The first publicly articulated goal of 
entering kibbutzim, was to clash with the defensive units at each of these locations. 
The other, relevant as well to the positions taken up on roads, was to form a barrier 
of interference, preventing Israeli reinforcements from reaching Qassam forces 
engaged in clashes at the military sites of the Gaza Division. Inasmuch as these are 
publicly declared aims, they ought to be taken seriously as they provide a logic 

Abu Ubaida: Two recruits assigned to guard enemy 139 ’  أبو عبیدة: مجندان مكلفان بحراسة أسرى العدو قتلا أسیرا وأصابا أسیرتین 

prisoners killed a prisoner and wounded two female prisoners’, Al Jazeera Arabic, August 12th, 2024 
https://www.aljazeera.net/amp/news/2024/8/12/%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%AC%D9%84-
%D8%A3%D8%A8%D9%88-%D8%B9%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%AF%D8%A9-
%D9%85%D8%AC%D9%86%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%85%D9%83%D9%84%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%86-
%D8%A8%D8%AD%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%A9 

Abu Obeida reveals the results of the investigation into the 140 ’] أبو عبیدة یكشف نتائج التحقیق في مقتل أسیر إسرائیلي على ید حارسھ 

killing of an Israeli prisoner by his guard’], Al Jazeera Arabic, 15 August 2024 https://www.aljazeera.net/amp/
news/2024/8/15/%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%AC%D9%84-%D8%A3%D8%A8%D9%88-
%D8%B9%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D8%A8%D8%B9%D8%AF-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AD%D9%82%D9%8A%D9%82-%D9%81%D9%8A-
%D9%85%D9%82%D8%AA%D9%84 
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behind sending forces to these locations that is consistent with the broader goals of 
the military operation. The kibbutzim and roads are also worth studying closely, as 
most, if not all, problematic scenes of ‘civilian’ deaths occur either on roads or 
kibbutzim.  

90. In the military pronouncement where Abu Ubaidah mentioned the various sites that 
were attacked as part of the October 7th operation, he refers to “attacking the 
defensive units of all the kibbutzim in the first line of the Gaza Division – they are 
twenty-two in number.” Pronouncements over the next couple of days would 
provide updates to clashes taking place at these locations, and footage released even 
by Qassam military media would confirm the presence of their fighters at various 
kibbutzim. A Washington Post report states that as soon as Qassam fighters entered 
kibbutz Kissufim, they went straight to the house of the community’s head of 
security – a fact that indicates both planning and intentionality. Shai Asher, a 50-year-
old member of the armed security squad in Kissufim has stated, citing conversations 
with residents, that this was a ‘pattern repeated in other communities.’   144

91. That there are defensive assets at various kibbutzim is not controversial. As 
previously mentioned, combat forces stationed at kibbutzim were allegedly cut 
down in size due to the sense of security created by newer border defences, but 
remained present.  Though not located in the South, the Clore Center for the 145

Performing Arts features a playlist of videos on its YouTube Channel with interviews 
of the defence units of various kibbutzim from the Northern borders of 'Israel', 
including Kfar Giladi and Manara.  Ben Guido, member of the Misgav Am rapid 146

response unit, spoke about Kibbutz Misgav Am itself being “founded initially as 
means of defending the border.”  From October 7th, there is recorded GoPro footage 147

of Qassam fighters being shot and killed by guards at various kibbutzim. A fighter is 
shot and killed at Kibbutz Sufa who recites the Islamic testimony of faith before 
dying, and another is killed by the Community Guard in Kibbutz Kerem Shalom. 
Ahmad Sufian, previously discussed in this report, was likewise shot and killed in 
clashes at the gate of a kibbutz in Southern Occupied Palestine. 

92. Since October 7th, many media interviews and articles have been published detailing 
the roles played by the armed responders at various sites. Imri Bunim has described 
the role that the rapid response team played at Kibbutz Re’im.  Gil Buyum, 148

 Rubin and Morris (note 72)144

 “Local defense units”, YouTube Playlist, uploaded by Clore Center for the Performing Arts, https://145

www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL0Cjkj0qZHpc_9-A6jZlM_OgOezpYidRI

 “Local defense units”, YouTube Playlist, uploaded by Clore Center for the Performing Arts, https://146

www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL0Cjkj0qZHpc_9-A6jZlM_OgOezpYidRI

 Local defense unit Kibbutz Misgav Am”, YouTube, uploaded by Clore Center for the Performing Arts,  147

December 19, 2023https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NzCW7FW-6UQ

 Levy, U. (2023) “”At That Moment I Realized We Would Win”: How a Rapid Responder Defended His 148

Kibbutz From Hamas Infiltrators", Davar, October 23 https://en.davar1.co.il/458161/ 
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member of Kibbutz Be’eri’s local security team, was reportedly killed after taking up 
a weapon to fight once the attack had begun. He was retroactively recognised as a 
fallen soldier with the rank of warrant officer in the reserves.  Israel’s official X 149

account has lauded the efforts of Inbal Lieberman, head of security at Nir-Am . The 150

IDSF website (Israel’s Defense and Security Forum) records the role played by the 
Kibbutz Response team at Kibbutz Zikim under the title ‘Stories of Valor.’   151

93. What are these kibbutzim? According to Professor Chuck Freilich, Israeli Deputy 
National Security Advisor from 2000-2005, kibbutzim in their early days fulfilled a 
defence function: wherever they could be established would determine and hold 
'Israel's' border. Nahal Oz for instance was established explicitly as a military 
settlement. Per the Jewish National Fund, Nahal Oz was to “supply the IDF with 
soldiers”, but also “to become a civilian center and serve as the first line of defense 
against potential future Arab invasions while providing a base of operations and 
resources for military forces operating in the peripheral regions.”  During the 1950s 152

and 60s, many kibbutzim were founded by an IOF group called Nahal on the borders 
of land seized by 'Israel'. In the Six-Day war, where 800 Israeli soldiers were killed, 
200 of them were from kibbutzim, at a time where their inhabitants were only about 
4.5% of the overall population. Though emphasis is often placed on the socialist 
character  of many kibbutzim across 'Israel', their defence functions according to 153

historian Tom Segev were the most crucial role they played. For him, “[t]he most 
important service the kibbutzim provided to the Jewish national struggle was 
military, not economic or social. They were guardians of Zionist land, and their 
patterns of settlement would to a great extent determine the country’s borders.”  154

For many displaced Palestinians in Gaza, kibbutzim are not benign socialist enclaves, 
but quintessential settlements designed to establish settler control over stolen land.  

94. The dynamics established by this history are relevant. In 1956, the head of security at 
Kibbutz Nahal Oz, 21-year-old Roi Rotberg, was killed by a Palestinian gunman in a 
nearby wheatfield. The IOF chief of staff Moshe Dayan, in a speech that has been 

 “Gil, Inbar Buyum, 55 & 22: Father and son set out to protect kibbutz”, The Times of Israel, January 3, 2024, 149

https://www.timesofisrael.com/gil-inbar-buyum-55-22-father-and-son-set-out-to-protect-kibbutz/ 

 [@Israel], “This young woman who was the head of Kibbutz Nir-Am security, quickly gathered all the women 150

and children to safe spaces…”, Twitter, October 10, 2023, https://x.com/Israel/status/1711680382813245813?
ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1711680382813245813%7Ctwgr%5E7e8f02409b
e0c74ff619c9616ba55938ee047702%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fvoz.us%2Fen%2Fworld%2F23101
1%2F6304%2Fheroes-of-israel-armed-members-of-several-kibbutzim-managed-to-fight-off-terrorists.html

 “The alertness of the kibbutz’s first-response team resulted in the terrorists’ elimination”, Israel’s Defense & 151

Security Forum, October 7, 2023 
 https://idsf.org.il/en/stories-of-valor/resulted-in-the-terrorists-elimination/

 “Nahal Oz A Mighty Stream”, Western Negev Tribute, Keren Kayemeth LeIsrael-Jewish National Fund, 152

https://westernnegevtribute.kkl-jnf.org/?community=kibbutz-nahal-oz

 “What Is A Kibbutz? – 19 April. 2018”, YouTube, uploaded by ILTV Israel News, 19 April, 2018, https://153

www.youtube.com/watch?v=ies2R__4c58 

 Segev, Tom. One Palestine, Complete: Jews and Arabs under the British Mandate. Metropolitan Books, 2000, p. 252154
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dubbed the ‘defining speech of Zionism’, was moved to eulogise Rotberg: “Yesterday 
with daybreak, Roi was murdered. The quiet of a spring morning blinded him, and he did not 
see the stalkers of his soul on the furrow. Let us not hurl blame at the murderers. Why should 
we complain of their hatred for us? Eight years have they sat in the refugee camps of Gaza, 
and seen, with their own eyes, how we have made a homeland of the soil and the villages 
where they and their forebears once dwelt…” By 2023, Gazans had spent 75 years in 
refugee camps. Dayan’s speech emphasised the responsibilities that the “generation 
of settlement” had to collectively contribute to the defence and maintenance of the 
Zionist project due to the inevitability of Palestinian armed resistance. “Our children 
shall not have lives to bear if we do not dig shelters; and without the barbed wire fence and the 
machine gun, we shall not pave a path nor drill for water.”  155

95. The ‘People’s Army’ model emerged as the post ’48 profile of the IOF was being 
negotiated. Heads of the kibbutz movement demanded the formation of ‘an army of 
the people, working people with pioneering and volunteering values who would 
combine the values of the legacy of the Haganah and the Palmach, and the 
settlement heritage.’ Israel Galil, prominent leader within the movement, argued that 
“the worker, Zionist, pioneer, socialist must be close to weapons, as long as there are weapons 
in the world… We must be involved in military service and in the systems connected to 
military service, because it is our obligation and duty of trust to ourselves, a duty of trust to 
the people, and to the state…”  Though these debates took place in the early 50s, the 156

‘one people’ idea remains palpable in Israeli society, as does the centrality of the 
armed forces. Compulsory military service provides a source of social cohesion, 
‘above even religion.’  As Professor Amichai Cohen has written for The Israel 157

Democracy Institute, the army acted as a ‘melting pot for the heterogenous society of 
a country based on immigration from the four corners of the earth.’  By it, a sense 158

of belonging and duty to the homeland is established. Many of the country’s top 
officials have served as active soldiers: Netanyahu is a veteran of the special forces, 
whilst Yair Lapid has previously been embroiled in political controversy attempting 
to prove his own military experience.  The impression of ever-present existential 159

threats to the ‘only Jewish state’ means that having a large number of trained 
reservists through mandatory conscription, all of whom are expected to be ready to 

 Ginsburg, M. (2016) “When Moshe Dayan delivered the defining speech of Zionism”, The Times of Israel, 155

April 28, https://www.timesofisrael.com/when-moshe-dayan-delivered-the-defining-speech-of-zionism/

 Drory, Zeev. “Societal Values: Impact on Israel Security—The Kibbutz Movement as a Mobilized Elite.” Israel 156

Studies, vol. 19, no. 1, 2014, pp. 166–88 

 Císcar, J. “Israel and the role of war and the Army in its society: A 3,000 year- relationship”, Universidad de 157

Navarra, https://www.unav.edu/en/web/global-affairs/detalle/-/blogs/israel-and-the-role-of-war-and-the-
army-in-its-society-a-3-000-year-relationship-3

 Cohen, A, (2024) “Back to the People’s Army”, The Israel Democracy Institute, May 31, https://en.idi.org.il/158

articles/54408 

 “Unravelling the Web of Lies: Yair Lapid’s Hypocrisy and Contradictory Military Service Claims”, Yeshiva 159

World News, November 11, 2024, https://www.theyeshivaworld.com/news/general/2331898/unraveling-the-
web-of-lies-yair-lapids-hypocrisy-and-contradictory-military-service-claims.html
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defend the country should the occasion require it, performs a practical defence 
function.  

96. There is no doubt that armed individuals, who would not have been registered as 
soldiers but who will have had military training as reservists, participated in clashes 
with Palestinians on October 7th. In instances where these individuals were killed, 
they would have been registered as civilians, ‘while the fact is they were armed men 
fighting alongside the Israeli army.’  Inbal Lieberman, head of security at Kibbutz 160

Nir-Am, is reported to have distributed weapons amongst twelve of her neighbours 
to stave off attackers on the day.  There is even video evidence of armed Israelis 161

fighting side-by-side with Israeli security personnel, like in Ofakim. Due to the 
breakdown in Israeli military communication on the morning, and the absence of the 
military, the New York Times has reported that ‘some of the Israeli counterattack 
took place’ through ‘soldiers or civilian volunteers – including retired generals in 
their 60s – rushing to the region and doing what they could.’ It also states that 
‘sometimes, the [Israeli] commandoes joined forces with volunteers without body 
armour who had rushed into the fray…’ It adds that some of these volunteer squads 
were involved in going from house to house.  An investigation into October 7th 162

published in Hebrew newspaper Yedioth Ahronoth mentions that ‘[c]ivilians, soldiers 
and officers, police and Shin Bet personnel leaped into battle arenas at their own initiative; 
they acquired weapons, received partial information, engaged in complex warfare, and 
sometimes gave their lives.’  163

  
97. Leaders within the Islamic Resistance Movement like Abu Ubaidah and Saleh al-

Arouri have stated that the intention behind entering the kibbutzim in Southern 
Occupied Palestine, was to clash with the defensive units therein. One of the Qassam 
fighters who participated in the operation was interviewed by TRT Arabic. In the 
interview, he detailed his role as one of the support forces for the Western battalion 
of Qassam’s elite forces – the Nukhba. In the interview, he recalls receiving 
instructions for his responsibilities at 09.30 and proceeding thereafter through a 
breach in the Gaza fence with a group of other fighters. “As soon as we entered the 
settlement” he says, “they told us that we should not strike the face, that we should not 
shoot women, and that we must not shoot children. [We were told that] if you find any soldier 

 Section 2.5 of the HND160

Duro, I. (2023) “Heroes of Israel: Armed members of several kibbutzim managed to fight off terrorists”, Voz, 161

October 11, https://voz.us/en/world/231011/6304/heroes-of-israel-armed-members-of-several-kibbutzim-
managed-to-fight-off-terrorists.html

 Kingsley, P. Bergman, R. (2023) “The Secrets Hamas Knew About Israel’s Military”, The New York Times, 162

October 13, 2023, https://www.nytimes.com/2023/10/13/world/middleeast/hamas-israel-attack-gaza.html

 “The First Hours of Black Sabbath * 7 Days”, Yedioth Ahronoth, https://w.ynet.co.il/yediot/7-days/time-of-163

darkness 
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and he fights with you, fight with him and kill him. If he does not fight with you, take him as 
a prisoner. Take the largest possible number of prisoners.”  164

98. With the above in mind, there are some significant engagements that took place 
within kibbutzim. In a clip taken from a Facebook livestream on the day, Qassam 
soldiers stand behind the camera in front of the family of Noam Elyakim and Dikla 
Arava. The father, Dikla Arava, has been shot and has a makeshift tourniquet around 
his leg. The soldiers, who identify themselves as being from the Qassam Brigades, 
apologise to the family for accidentally shooting and wounding the father. One of 
them attempts to do so in broken English: “If I know he is here, I not shoot him.” He 
then reverts to Arabic: “If I had known he was in the room, I would not have shot 
him.” As the family struggles to understand what is being communicated, a third 
voice adds in Arabic: “We thought there was army.”   165

99. In other footage taken from a bodycam, a Qassam fighter can be seen walking 
around in an Israeli residential area. He shouts in English “Hello! Anybody here? I 
will not shoot.” He then says in Arabic “Al-Qassam Brigades do not shoot civilians.” 
As the clip continues, he begins to speak with another fighter that is with him. He 
tells him, “Do not shoot civilians holed up inside.”  166

100. As relates to roads, the UN report states that ‘Hamas armed wing and other 
Palestinian militants laid ambushes on key roads leading from areas of Israel near the 
Gaza border (known as ‘the Gaza envelope or in Hebrew Otef Aza), and targeted 
arriving Israeli security forces.’ The strategic utility of attacks on these locations is 
quite clear: blocking clear highway intersections meant that soldiers travelling by 
road, already frustrated by breakdowns in communications, would run into firefights 
whilst attempting to move between towns and bases in Southern Occupied 
Palestine.  A Haaretz article mentions Israeli police coming to a similar conclusion: 167

‘…police believe that Hamas planned to control the highways and prevent the army 
and first responders from reacting.’  Many of these roadblocks were on the crucial 168

Road 232. That key road joins many major kibbutzim and bases throughout the Gaza 
envelope beginning at Kerem Shalom Crossing, and passing through locations like 

Exclusive interview with 164“] مقابلة حصریة مع أحد مقاومي القسام.. یروي تفاصیل عن الاشتباكات خلال معركة طوفان الأقصى في 7 أكتوبر 

one of the Qassam Fighters... he narrates detailed about the clashed during the Al Aqsa Flood Battle on October 
7”], YouTube, uploaded by TRT Arabic, October 8, 2024,  https://www.youtube.com/watch?
app=desktop&v=vPkZlvBgRwE

 {@Ayita_14], “Fighters apologize to a family for shooting and wounding the father because they though they 165

were soldiers…”, Twitter, August 31, 2024, https://x.com/Ayita_14/status/1829859860373975073

 [@Ayita_14], “Do not shoot civilians holed up inside”, Twitter, August 31, 2024, https://x.com/Ayita_14/166

status/1829859291278278874 

Goldman A. et al (2023) “Where Was the Israeli Military?”, The New York Times, 30 December https://167

www.nytimes.com/2023/12/30/world/middleeast/israeli-military-hamas-failures.html

 Peleg, B. Rozovsky, L. (2024) “For Israelis Fleeing Hamas on October 7, Highways Turned Into Death Traps”, 168

Haaretz, April 17, https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2024-04-17/ty-article-magazine/.premium/for-
israelis-fleeing-hamas-on-october-7-highways-turned-into-death-traps/0000018e-e196-d052-a78f-e5d690780000 
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Re’im, Be’eri and Kfar Aza. In these roadblocks, and the fighting there, there are 
reported instances of Israeli security personnel being targeted, like four from the 551st 
Battalion and six members of the police’s Yama anti-terror unit who were killed at 
Sha’ar Hanegev junction. There are also cases of individuals like Inbar Guyum, 
discharged medic from the Sayeret Golani commando unit who drove back onto the 
highway to reinforce a position at a kibbutz and is thought to have been killed whilst 
on the journey. 

101. Hamas is against the targeting of civilians. This has always been our position. In a 
BBC interview from October 2024, Khalil Hayya, deputy chairman of Hamas’ 
political bureau, was asked about this issue and responded: “We ordered our resistance 
fighters on the seventh of October not to target civilians, women and children. The objective 
was the occupation soldiers, who were always killing, bombing, and destroying in Gaza. We 
don’t endorse harming civilians. On the ground there were certainly personal mistakes and 
actions. The fighters may have felt that their lives were in danger.”  169

102. Part of what complicated that arena, was the fact that whilst armoured personnel 
carriers and other clearly military marked cars were scarcely used on the day, 
military personnel and others who sought to engage in the fighting did take part in 
travelling between Israeli towns to counter the Gazan offensive. Reinforcements 
often organised themselves sporadically. Brothers Master Sgt. (res.) Noam and Sgt. 
First Class Yishay Slotki, who were in active military service in Beersheba, reportedly 
raced down to Kibbutz Alumim where they were killed in the fighting. Precisely 
determining targets was sometimes difficult.  

103. There are though other instances which give the impression that Qassam fighters 
tried to distinguish between army personnel and civilians. In one clip – and it should 
be noted that the Qassam apparel in this specific clip is not clear – a soldier walks up 
to a car with an Israeli woman is sat in the back. She appears to be injured. He asks 
her whether she is army. Her response is not seen or heard in the clip, but it is 
assumed that she somehow responded in the negative. This is as the man then turns 
around to another and says “No, it’s haram, nobody shoot her.”  In another 170

instance, an Arab bus driver named Suheib Abu Amer Razeem is questioned by 
Qassam soldiers close to the site of the Nova Music Festival. In the footage, he is 
asked repeatedly “Where are the soldiers?” Thereafter, Suheib was taken to Kibbutz 
Be’eri where he was killed after IOF commander Brig. Gen. Barak Hiram ordered 
that two tank shells be fired at the house where he was being kept. His family reports 
being told by Israeli police to “go ask Hamas”, when they attempted to track down 
his whereabouts.  171

 “Watch: Jeremy Bowen presses Hamas deputy leader on 7 October attacks”, BBC News, October 3, 2024, 169

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/videos/cdd4rpv5jp0o 

 [@Ayita_14], “No body shoot her”, Twitter, August 31, 2024, https://x.com/Ayita_14/status/170

1829859459637956849 

 “Suhaib Abu Amer Razeem, 22: Minibus driver from East Jerusalem”, The Times of Israel, October 19, 2023, 171

https://www.timesofisrael.com/suhaib-razeem-22-driver-from-east-jerusalem-killed-near-gaza/
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104. While much has been made about what occurred at the Nova Music Festival, it was 
never the intention of Qassam to target the festival which took place near Kibbutz 
Re’im. Qassam squads did attack Re’im military base, and held positions on the road 
in and around the location of the festival but they had no idea the festival was even 
taking place. This is again supported by later reports by the media. According to a 
Haaretz report , senior Israeli security officials estimate that Hamas officials did not 172

have advance knowledge that the Nova Music Festival would be taking place. The 
festival itself was initially planned for Thursday and Friday and was only extended 
to the Saturday on the Tuesday of that week at the organiser’s request. Also, the 
arrival of fighters to the festival was from Road 232 and not from the direction of the 
border, suggesting too that it was not an intended target. A Guardian investigation 
likewise has it, that the Nova rave was ‘not among the initial targets.’  173

105. Command responsibility in the case of the music festival is important. The festival 
was held in very close proximity to Gaza – so close that Lt. Col. Sahar Fogel, Gaza 
Division operations officer, had opposed the festival taking place so close to Gaza as 
it was a “needless security risk.”  Though the security concern was rocket fire and 174

not an incursion, that proximity meant that when the separation fence around Gaza 
came down, the Nova Festival was a location visited by many affiliated and non-
affiliated armed Palestinians. In one notable clip from dashcam footage from 09.23 
that morning, a man wearing a red t-shirt, with no body armour or recognisable 
insignia/military apparel shoots at an injured man from point blank range who was 
on the ground behind a car. At the end of this first clip, a man in full Qassam apparel 
appears.  In later footage from 12.12 that afternoon, the dead body is in the same 175

place as a new group (non-Qassam) arrives to loot that location.  There is quite 176

clearly no order at this point. The sequence of events implies the presence of multiple 
elements at the same time, in an area where according to multiple reports, Qassam 
leadership did not anticipate there would be an active music festival taking place.  

106. Other Israeli testimonies confirmed that the Israeli army raids and soldiers’ 
operations killed many Israeli captives and their captors. The Israeli occupation 

 Breiner, J. (2023) “Israeli Security Establishment: Hamas Likely Didn’t Have Advance Knowledge of Nova 172

Festival”, Haaretz, November 18, https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2023-11-18/ty-article/.premium/
israeli-security-establishment-hamas-likely-didnt-have-prior-knowledge-of-nova-festival/0000018b-e2ee-d168-
a3ef-f7fe8ca20000

 Burke, J. (2023) “A deadly cascade: how secret Hamas attack were passed down at last minute”, The Guardian, 173

November 7, https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/nov/07/secret-hamas-attack-orders-israel-gaza-7-
october

 HauserTov, M. (2023) “ ‘Needless Security Risk’: Israeli Army Approved Nova Festival Despite Senior 174

Officer’s Alarm”, Haaretz, December 25, https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2023-12-25/ty-
article/.premium/idf-allowed-rave-later-attacked-by-hamas-despite-key-officers-concern/0000018c-9d78-ddc3-
a1bf-bf7edca30000

 https://t.me/southfirstresponders/8175

 https://t.me/southfirstresponders/5 176
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army bombed the houses in the Israeli settlements where Palestinian fighters and 
Israelis were inside in a clear application of the Israeli army notorious “Hannibal 
Directive” which clearly says that “better a dead civilian hostage or soldier than 
taken alive” to avoid engaging in a prisoners swap with the Palestinian 
resistance.  177

107. The Hannibal Directive is an IOF protocol designed to prevent the capture of Israeli 
soldiers by enemy forces. Introduced in 1986 following the abductions of IOF 
soldiers in Lebanon and subsequent prisoner exchanges, the directive is named after 
the Carthaginian general Hannibal Barca who committed suicide by drinking poison 
to avoid being captured by the Romans after a defeat in the Battle of Zama. Typically, 
the existence and application of the directive has been kept a secretive matter, 
regarded, understandably, as controversial. The full text of the directive has never 
been published, and Israeli military censorship forbade any discussion of the subject 
in the press until 2003. 

108. Just as its referenced in the HND,  there are many earlier references within the 
movement to the use/application of the Hannibal Directive on October 7th. In a 
poignant reference, on the day following the launching of operation Toofan Al-Aqsa, 
Abu Ubaidah mentioned that “…our Mujahidin have confirmed instances of the 
enemy killing a number of their [own] prisoners after the Mujahidin managed to 
capture them.”  In the interview given by Saleh al-Arouri on October 12th, the 178

doctrine would be named explicitly: “Another point which I want to be made clear. The 
Israeli army has a doctrine they refer to as Hannibal. What Hannibal means, is that if 
hostages are taken, or prisoners end up with the enemy, then the Israeli army has the right to 
systematically kill the hostages and prisoners, along with those who have taken them prisoner. 
And this doctrine was practiced.”   179

109. An Investigative article by Ronen Bergman and Yoav Zitun in Yedioth Ahronoth on 
the October 7th offensive revealed that by midday, Israel’s Southern Command still 
‘did not understand what Hamas’ goals were, where their forces were deployed and 
how they operate, the control of intersections, the concurrent attacks on posts and on 
civilian settlements.' What they could see though were videos of hostages being 
taken, at which point the IOF ‘decided to return to a version of the Hannibal 
Directive.’ The article states, that ‘at midday of October 7th, the IDF instructed all its 
fighting units to perform the Hannibal Directive in practice, although it did so 
without stating that name explicitly.’ The instructions were to stop ‘at any cost’ 
Hamas operatives from returning to Gaza. Soldiers from Israeli elite units reportedly 
examined the area only between the Gaza Envelope settlements and the Gaza Strip 
and found approximately 70 vehicles that had been hit by fire from helicopter 
gunship, a UAV or a tank. By the end of the day, drone squadron 161 alone 

 Section 2.4 of HND177

Ezzedeen AlQassam 178 ,[”Audio speech of the military spokesman of Qassam“]  كلمة صوتیة للناطق العسكري باسم القسام 

Brigades, October 8, 2023, https://www.alqassam.ps/arabic/videos/index/2824

 (9:56) of SAN 179
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“performed no fewer than 110 attacks on some 1,000 targets, most of which were 
inside Israel.”  Other reports add that breakdowns in communications meant that 180

Israeli military personnel relied on informal channels like WhatsApp groups to learn 
the locations of Palestinian fighters on the day. 

110. Some Israelis who survived the directive have discussed its implementation, 
corroborating what Abu Ubaidah mentioned on October 8th, and what investigations 
have since revealed. Shani Goren, 29-year-old resident of Kibbutz Nir Oz, spoke to 
Israeli Channel 12 about an Israeli combat helicopter’s high-calibre bullets killing all 
the Palestinians in the car with her, along with a fellow Nir Oz resident Efrat Katz. 
Sharon Cunio who survived the same attack, lambasted Netanyahu and his war 
cabinet for, amongst other things, “the helicopter that shot at us on the way to 
Gaza.”  Likewise, there are instances of Israeli soldiers admitting to executing the 181

directive. In an interview with Israeli Channel 13, Capt. Bar Zonshein discusses how 
he fired tank shells at vehicles driving towards Gaza near Kisufim – about two 
kilometres from the Gaza fence. He says that he thought a pile of people he 
witnessed in a Toyota were fellow soldiers, and that he decided to open fire. “…I 
decide that this is the right decision, that it’s better to stop the abduction and that 
they not be taken.”  182

111. In a particularly notable incident, as reported in Electronic Intifada, the commander 
of the national rescue unit of the Israeli army’s Home Front Command, Col. Golan 
Vach, told a story to media about Hamas fighters executing eight babies in single 
house in Kibbutz Be’eri. “They were concentrated there, and they killed them and 
they burned them.” Brig. Gen. Barak Hiram told Israeli Channel 12 on October 26th 
that Palestinian fighters had tied up and executed 10 civilians in the kibbutz, eight of 
them children.  Yet according to the two survivors (Yasmin Porat and Hadas Dagan) 
from the Cohen resident in Be’eri, none of those killed in this location were babies or 
toddlers. Yasmin Porat, one of the civilians who survived from this location 
explained instead how Israeli tank shells were fired into the house, killing all the 
other residents. “They eliminated everyone, including the hostages. Because there 
was very, very heavy crossfire… I was freed at approximately 5:30pm. The fighting 
apparently ended at 8.30pm. After insane crossfire, two tank shells were shot into the 
house.”  183

 Winstanley, A. (2024) “Israeli HQ ordered troops to shoot Israeli captives on 7 October”, The Electronic 180

Intifada, 20 January, https://electronicintifada.net/blogs/asa-winstanley/israeli-hq-ordered-troops-shoot-
israeli-captives-7-october#translation 

 Sheen, D. Abunimah, A. (2024) “Released captive tells how Israeli fire killed kibbutz resident”, The Electronic 181

Intifada, 12 March, https://electronicintifada.net/content/released-captive-tells-how-israeli-fire-killed-kibbutz-
resident/45121

 Ofir, J. (2024) “Another Israeli soldier admits to implementing the ‘Hannibal Directive’ on October 7”, 182

Mondoweiss, March 26, https://mondoweiss.net/2024/03/another-israeli-soldier-admits-to-implementing-the-
hannibal-directive-on-october-7/

 Abunimah, A. Sheen, D. (2023) “Israeli general killed Israelis on 7 October then lied about it”, The Electronic 183

Intifada, 24 December, https://electronicintifada.net/content/released-captive-tells-how-israeli-fire-killed-
kibbutz-resident/45121
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112. Famously, the initial 1,400 number given for the number of Israeli deaths was 
adjusted down to 1,200. As Israeli government spokesperson Mark Regev – currently 
on trial in Australia for genocide advocacy  - explained, “…we had the number at 184

1,400 casualties and now we’ve revised that down to 1,200 because we understood 
that we’d overestimated, we made a mistake. There were actually bodies that were so 
badly burnt we thought that they were ours, in the end apparently, they were Hamas 
terrorists.”  Our narrative document picks up on this point stating that ‘the 185

occupation authorities revised the number of their killed soldiers and civilians from 1,400 to 
1,200, after finding that 200-burnt corpses had belonged to the Palestinian fighters who were 
killed and mixed with Israeli corpses. This means that the one who killed the fighters is the 
one who killed the Israelis, knowing that only the Israeli army possesses military planes that 
killed, burned and destroyed Israeli areas on Oct 7.’  There is more than enough motive 186

to at least question how many (likely) hundreds of deaths on the day, and how much 
destruction to vehicles and properties, were in fact because of Israeli artillery fire.   

113. The brutal killing of civilians is a systematic approach of the Israeli entity, and one 
of the means to humiliate the Palestinian people. The mass killing of Palestinians in 
Gaza is clear evidence of such an approach.  187

114. The suggestion that Palestinian fighters committed rape against Israeli women was 
fully denied by the Hamas Movement. A report by the Mondoweiss news website on 
Dec. 1, 2023, among others, said there is a lack of any evidence of “mass rape” 
allegedly perpetrated by Hamas members on Oct. 7 and that Israel used such 
allegation “to fuel the genocide in Gaza.” 

115. It is a well-known fact that the Israeli official narrative had always sought to 
demonize the Palestinian resistance, while also legalizing its brutal aggression on 
Gaza  188

116. On a phone call to US President Joe Biden, Netanyahu said that “they [Hamas] took 
dozens of children, bound them up, burned them, and executed them.”  Israeli 189

journalist Yishai Cohen had an interview with an IOF officer that was, according to 

 Fink, R. (2024) “Australian-Israeli Former Diplomat Mark Regev Under Trial for Genocide Advocacy”, 184

Haaretz, 22 October, https://www.haaretz.com/world-news/2024-10-22/ty-article/.premium/australian-israeli-
former-diplomat-mark-regev-under-trial-for-genocide-advocacy/00000192-b4e6-d006-a5b3-feee3fa30000

 “ ‘That was a mistake’: Mehdi challenges Israeli adviser Mark Regev on false Israeli claims”, YouTube, 185

uploaded by MSNBC, November 16, 2023, (6:37), https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HD-yRuTasHU 

 Section 2.4 of the HND 186

 Section 2.7 of the HND187

 Section 2.4 of the HND188

 “PM Netanyahu to the US President Joe Biden: “We’ve never seen such savagery in the history of the State. 189

They’re even worse than ISIS and we need to treat them as such.”, Government of Israel Prime Minister’s Office, 
October 10, 2023, https://www.gov.il/en/pages/spoke-biden101023
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him, offered by the IOF spokesperson. In that interview, it was claimed that a row of 
murdered babies were found, hung on a laundry line. Though the interview was 
soon deleted, he mentioned in a tweet that the IOF officer still insisted on the 
accuracy of the story.  Eli Beer, head of Ihud Hatzalah claimed to have seen a 190

pregnant woman who had the baby cut from her stomach, stabbed and burnt in the 
oven, after which she herself was shot in front of the rest of her family.  These 191

comments specifically were offered at a summit for the Republican Jewish Coalition 
in the United States – the country which is the primary funder and facilitator of the 
Zionist entity’s aggression on Gaza.  

117. This atrocity propaganda was exploited to provide legitimacy for the Israeli genocide 
in Gaza, with the damage already done when eventually, and inevitably, such 
narratives were rebutted. It is indicative of the demonisation of the Palestinian 
people that such narrative space even exists where such tales could be narrated and 
believed – that one might be immediately prepared to entertain the idea that the Jew-
hating Arab chose to give his life for the luxury of cutting off and playing with an 
Israeli woman’s breast, as if that is even anatomically possible.   192

118. This entire annex reflects aspects of the October 7th operation that receive little 
emphasis in the English media. Rarely are there discussions about the nature of the 
operation. Rarely is the legitimacy of Palestinian resistance fighters utilising armed 
resistance acknowledged – a reality which renders even the targeting of military 
objectives ‘terrorism.’ When all the information concerning the day is taken seriously, 
it becomes impossible to say that what took place was a wanton pogrom designed to 
kill as many Jews as possible. Faced with a situation that was simply impossible to 
sustain indefinitely, against an occupation which could not be checked by any 
peaceful means, an operation was planned, prepared for, and executed, which 
attempted to retrieve the rights owed to the Palestinian people. Without denying that 
there were unfortunate occurrences on the day, a future truly transparent and 
independent investigation must review all possibly available source information and 
take seriously the command structure relating to the operation, the numerous actors 
who eventually participated, articulated laws of engagement, and the numerous 

 Shehada, M. [@muhammadshehad2] “An IDF officer claimed he saw a “row of murdered [Israeli] babies 190

hung on a laundry line” on Oct 7. The interviewer, Yishai Cohen, now says the story is FAKE & deleted it.” 
Twitter, November 29, 2023, https://x.com/muhammadshehad2/status/1729933220538429449

 Video: “Eli Beer on Hamas: ‘These bastards put babies in an oven’”, Mail Online, https://191

www.dailymail.co.uk/video/news/video-3049131/Eli-Beer-Hamas-bastards-babies-oven.html

 Yingst. T [@TreyYingst], Video: “WARNING GRAPHIC DESCRIPTION”, Twitter, October 23, 2023, https://192

x.com/TreyYingst/status/1716491152247890035. Fox News’ Chief Foreign Correspondent Trey Yingst spoke with 
Moshe Melayev who described what he claimed had befallen an Israeli family: “They killed the husband first, 
they took his eyes out – I saw the body by myself – they took the eyes out, and they cut the breasts of the woman, 
and they cut the leg of the girl. That’s the family that I saw with my own eyes.”; see also Lazaroff, T. (2023) 
“‘Israeli female soldiers shot in crotch, vagina, breasts on October 7’”, The Jerusalem Post, 6 December, https://
www.jpost.com/israel-news/article-776654; [@nirbhaysirohi] “Truth of Hamas. Jewish woman tells investigators 
that she saw Hamas terrorists gang rape a Jewish woman and then cutting off her breast. They went on to play 
with the breast, while the woman was convulsing in pain.” Twitter, December 5, 2023,  
https://x.com/nirbhaysirohi/status/1731896206756847953/video/1
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military objectives identified, selected and attacked. When all of that is taken into 
consideration, there emerges an image of an operation which justice-loving people 
all over will celebrate for its ingenuity, valor and tactical excellence – that the Israeli 
Gaza Division, responsible for the siege, was dismantled by the besieged, in a few 
short hours on that glorious Saturday morning.  
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APPENDIX 03  

A DOCUMENT OF GENERAL PRINCIPLES 
HAMAS 

In the Name of Allah Most Gracious Most Merciful 

Praise be to Allah, the Lord of all worlds. May the peace and blessings of Allah be upon Muhammad, 
the Master of Messengers and the Leader of the mujahidin, and upon his household and all his 

companions. 

Preamble: 

Palestine is the land of the Arab Palestinian people, from it they originate, to it they 
adhere and belong, and about it they reach out and communicate. 

Palestine is a land whose status has been elevated by Islam, a faith that holds it in 
high esteem, that breathes through it its spirit and just values and that lays the 
foundation for the doctrine of defending and protecting it. 

Palestine is the cause of a people who have been let down by a world that fails to 
secure their rights and restore to them what has been usurped from them, a people 
whose land continues to suffer one of the worst types of occupation in this world. 

Palestine is a land that was seized by a racist, anti-human and colonial Zionist project 
that was founded on a false promise (the Balfour Declaration), on recognition of a 
usurping entity and on imposing a fait 
accompli by force. 

Palestine symbolizes the resistance that shall continue until liberation is 
accomplished, until the return is fulfilled and until a fully sovereign state is 
established with Jerusalem as its capital. 

Palestine is the true partnership among Palestinians of all affiliations for the sublime 
objective of liberation. 

Palestine is the spirit of the Ummah and its central cause; it is the soul of humanity 
and its living conscience. 

This document is the product of deep deliberations that led us to a strong consensus. 
As a movement, we agree about both the theory and the practice of the vision that is 
outlined in the pages that follow. It is a vision that stands on solid grounds and on 
well-established principles. This document unveils the goals, the milestones and the 
way in which national unity can be enforced. It also establishes our common 
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understanding of the Palestinian cause, the working principles which we use to 
further it, and the limits of flexibility used to interpret it. 

The Movement: 

1. The Islamic Resistance Movement “Hamas” is a Palestinian Islamic national 
liberation and resistance movement. Its goal is to liberate Palestine and confront the 
Zionist project. Its frame of reference is Islam, which determines its principles, 
objectives and means. 

The Land of Palestine:  

2. Palestine, which extends from the River Jordan in the east to the Mediterranean in 
the west and from Ras Al-Naqurah in the north to Umm Al-Rashrash in the south, is 
an integral territorial unit. It is the land and the home of the Palestinian people. The 
expulsion and banishment of the Palestinian people from their land and the 
establishment of the Zionist entity therein do not annul the right of the Palestinian 
people to their entire land and do not entrench any rights therein for the usurping 
Zionist entity. 

3. Palestine is an Arab Islamic land. It is a blessed sacred land that has a special place in 
the heart of every Arab and every Muslim. 

The Palestinian People: 

4. The Palestinians are the Arabs who lived in Palestine until 1947, irrespective of 
whether they were expelled from it, or stayed in it; and every person that was born 
to an Arab Palestinian father after that date, whether inside or outside Palestine, is a 
Palestinian. 

5. The Palestinian identity is authentic and timeless; it is passed from generation to 
generation. The catastrophes that have befallen the Palestinian people, as a 
consequence of the Zionist occupation and its policy of displacement, cannot erase 
the identity of the Palestinian people nor can they negate it. A Palestinian shall not 
lose his or her national identity or rights by acquiring a second nationality. 

6. The Palestinian people are one people, made up of all Palestinians, inside and 
outside of Palestine, irrespective of their religion, culture or political affiliation. 

Islam and Palestine: 

7. Palestine is at the heart of the Arab and Islamic Ummah and enjoys a special status. 
Within Palestine there exists Jerusalem, whose precincts are blessed by Allah. 
Palestine is the Holy Land, which Allah has blessed for humanity. It is the Muslims’ 
first Qiblah and the destination of the journey performed at night by Prophet 
Muhammad, peace be upon him. It is the location from where he ascended to the 
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upper heavens. It is the birthplace of Jesus Christ, peace be upon him. Its soil 
contains the remains of thousands of Prophets, Companions and Mujahidin. It is the 
land of people who are determined to defend the truth – within Jerusalem and its 
surroundings – who are not deterred or intimidated by those who oppose them and 
by those who betray them, and they will continue their mission until the Promise of 
Allah is fulfilled. 

8. By virtue of its justly balanced middle way and moderate spirit, Islam – for Hamas - 
provides a comprehensive way of life and an order that is fit for purpose at all times 
and in all places. Islam is a religion of peace and tolerance. It provides an umbrella 
for the followers of other creeds and religions who can practice their beliefs in 
security and safety. Hamas also believes that Palestine has always been and will 
always be a model of coexistence, tolerance and civilizational innovation. 

9. Hamas believes that the message of Islam upholds the values of truth, justice, 
freedom and dignity and prohibits all forms of injustice and incriminates oppressors 
irrespective of their religion, race, gender or nationality. Islam is against all forms of 
religious, ethnic or sectarian extremism and bigotry. It is the religion that inculcates 
in its followers the value of standing up to aggression and of supporting the 
oppressed; it motivates them to give generously and make sacrifices in defence of 
their dignity, their land, their peoples and their holy places. 

Jerusalem: 

10. Jerusalem is the capital of Palestine. Its religious, historic and civilizational status is 
fundamental to the Arabs, Muslims and the world at large. Its Islamic and Christian 
holy places belong exclusively to the Palestinian people and to the Arab and Islamic 
Ummah. Not one stone of Jerusalem can be surrendered or relinquished. The 
measures undertaken by the occupiers in Jerusalem, such as Judaization, settlement 
building, and establishing facts on the ground are fundamentally null and void. 

11. The blessed Al-Aqsa Mosque belongs exclusively to our people and our Ummah, and 
the occupation has no right to it whatsoever. The occupation’s plots, measures and 
attempts to judaize Al-Aqsa and divide it are null, void and illegitimate. 

The Refugees and the Right of Return: 

12. The Palestinian cause in its essence is a cause of an occupied land and a displaced 
people. The right of the Palestinian refugees and the displaced to return to their 
homes from which they were banished or were banned from returning to – whether 
in the lands occupied in 1948 or in 1967 (that is the whole of Palestine), is a natural 
right, both individual and collective. This right is confirmed by all divine laws as 
well as by the basic principles of human rights and international law. It is an 
inalienable right and cannot be dispensed with by any party, whether Palestinian, 
Arab or international. 
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13. Hamas rejects all attempts to erase the rights of the refugees, including the attempts 
to settle them outside Palestine and through the projects of the alternative homeland. 
Compensation to the Palestinian refugees for the harm they have suffered as a 
consequence of banishing them and occupying their land is an absolute right that 
goes hand in hand with their right to return. They are to receive compensation upon 
their return and this does not negate or diminish their right to return. 

The Zionist Project: 

14. The Zionist project is a racist, aggressive, colonial and expansionist project based on 
seizing the properties of others; it is hostile to the Palestinian people and to their 
aspiration for freedom, liberation, return and self-determination. The Israeli entity is 
the plaything of the Zionist project and its base of aggression. 

15. The Zionist project does not target the Palestinian people alone; it is the enemy of the 
Arab and Islamic Ummah posing a grave threat to its security and interests. It is also 
hostile to the Ummah’s aspirations for unity, renaissance and liberation and has been 
the major source of its troubles. The Zionist project also poses a danger to 
international security and peace and to mankind and its interests and stability. 

16. Hamas affirms that its conflict is with the Zionist project not with the Jews because of 
their religion. Hamas does not wage a struggle against the Jews because they are 
Jewish but wages a struggle against the Zionists who occupy Palestine. Yet, it is the 
Zionists who constantly identify Judaism and the Jews with their own colonial 
project and illegal entity. 

17. Hamas rejects the persecution of any human being or the undermining of his or her 
rights on nationalist, religious or sectarian grounds. Hamas is of the view that the 
Jewish problem, anti-Semitism and the persecution of the Jews are phenomena 
fundamentally linked to European history and not to the history of the Arabs and the 
Muslims or to their heritage. The Zionist movement, which was able with the help of 
Western powers to occupy Palestine, is the most dangerous form of settlement 
occupation which has already disappeared from much of the world and must 
disappear from Palestine. 

The Position Toward Occupation and Political Solutions: 

18. The following are considered null and void: the Balfour Declaration, the British 
Mandate Document, the UN Palestine Partition Resolution, and whatever resolutions 
and measures that derive from them or are similar to them. The establishment of 
“Israel” is entirely illegal and contravenes the inalienable rights of the Palestinian 
people and goes against their will and the will of the Ummah; it is also in violation of 
human rights that are guaranteed by international conventions, foremost among 
them is the right to self-determination. 
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19. There shall be no recognition of the legitimacy of the Zionist entity. Whatever has 
befallen the land of Palestine in terms of occupation, settlement building, Judaization 
or changes to its features or falsification of facts is illegitimate. Rights never lapse. 

20. Hamas believes that no part of the land of Palestine shall be compromised or 
conceded, irrespective of the causes, the circumstances and the pressures and no 
matter how long the occupation lasts. Hamas rejects any alternative to the full and 
complete liberation of Palestine, from the river to the sea. However, without 
compromising its rejection of the Zionist entity and without relinquishing any 
Palestinian rights, Hamas considers the establishment of a fully sovereign and 
independent Palestinian state, with Jerusalem as its capital along the lines of the 4th 
of June 1967, with the return of the refugees and the displaced to their homes from 
which they were expelled, to be a formula of national consensus. 

21. Hamas affirms that the Oslo Accords and their addenda contravene the governing 
rules of international law in that they generate commitments that violate the 
inalienable rights of the Palestinian people. Therefore, the Movement rejects these 
agreements and all that flows from them, such as the obligations that are detrimental 
to the interests of our people, especially security coordination (collaboration). 

22. Hamas rejects all the agreements, initiatives and settlement projects that are aimed at 
undermining the Palestinian cause and the rights of our Palestinian people. In this 
regard, any stance, initiative or political programme must not in any way violate 
these rights and should not contravene them or contradict them. 

23. Hamas stresses that transgression against the Palestinian people, usurping their land 
and banishing them from their homeland cannot be called peace. Any settlements 
reached on this basis will not lead to peace. Resistance and jihad for the liberation of 
Palestine will remain a legitimate right, a duty and an honour for all the sons and 
daughters of our people and our Ummah. 

Resistance and Liberation: 

24. The liberation of Palestine is the duty of the Palestinian people in particular and the 
duty of the Arab and Islamic Ummah in general. It is also a humanitarian obligation 
as necessitated by the dictates of truth and justice. The agencies working for 
Palestine, whether national, Arab, Islamic or humanitarian, complement each other 
and are harmonious and not in conflict with each other. 

25. Resisting the occupation with all means and methods is a legitimate right guaranteed 
by divine laws and by international norms and laws. At the heart of these lies armed 
resistance, which is regarded as the strategic choice for protecting the principles and 
the rights of the Palestinian people. 

26. Hamas rejects any attempt to undermine the resistance and its arms. It also affirms 
the right of our people to develop the means and mechanisms of resistance. 
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Managing resistance, in terms of escalation or de-escalation, or in terms of 
diversifying the means and methods, is an integral part of the process of managing 
the conflict and should not be at the expense of the principle of resistance. 

The Palestinian Political System: 

27. A real state of Palestine is a state that has been liberated. There is no alternative to a 
fully sovereign Palestinian State on the entire national Palestinian soil, with 
Jerusalem as its capital. 

28. Hamas believes in, and adheres to, managing its Palestinian relations on the basis of 
pluralism, democracy, national partnership, acceptance of the other and the adoption 
of dialogue. The aim is to bolster the unity of ranks and joint action for the purpose 
of accomplishing national goals and fulfilling the aspirations of the Palestinian 
people. 

29. The PLO is a national framework for the Palestinian people inside and outside of 
Palestine. It should therefore be preserved, developed and rebuilt on democratic 
foundations so as to secure the participation of all the constituents and forces of the 
Palestinian people, in a manner that safeguards Palestinian rights. 

30. Hamas stresses the necessity of building Palestinian national institutions on sound 
democratic principles, foremost among them are free and fair elections. Such process 
should be on the basis of national partnership and in accordance with a clear 
programme and a clear strategy that adhere to the rights, including the right of 
resistance, and which fulfil the aspirations of the Palestinian people. 

31. Hamas affirms that the role of the Palestinian Authority should be to serve the 
Palestinian people and safeguard their security, their rights and their national project. 

32. Hamas stresses the necessity of maintaining the independence of Palestinian national 
decision-making. Outside forces should not be allowed to intervene. At the same 
time, Hamas affirms the responsibility of the Arabs and the Muslims and their duty 
and role in the liberation of Palestine from Zionist occupation. 

33. Palestinian society is enriched by its prominent personalities, figures, dignitaries, 
civil society institutions, and youth, students, trade unionist and women’s groups 
who together work for the achievement of national goals and societal building, 
pursue resistance, and achieve liberation. 

34. The role of Palestinian women is fundamental in the process of building the present 
and the future, just as it has always been in the process of making Palestinian history. 
It is a pivotal role in the project of resistance, liberation and building the political 
system. 

The Arab and Islamic Ummah: 
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35. Hamas believes that the Palestinian issue is the central cause for the Arab and Islamic 
Ummah. 

36. Hamas believes in the unity of the Ummah with all its diverse constituents and is 
aware of the need to avoid anything that could fragment the Ummah and undermine 
its unity. 

37. Hamas believes in cooperating with all states that support the rights of the 
Palestinian people. It opposes intervention in the internal affairs of any country. It 
also refuses to be drawn into disputes and conflicts that take place among different 
countries. Hamas adopts the policy of opening up to different states in the world, 
especially the Arab and Islamic states. It endeavours to establish balanced relations 
on the basis of combining the requirements of the Palestinian cause and the 
Palestinian people’s interests on the one hand with the interests of the Ummah, its 
renaissance and its security on the other. 

The Humanitarian and International Aspect: 

38. The Palestinian issue is one that has major humanitarian and international 
dimensions. Supporting and backing this cause is a humanitarian and civilizational 
task that is required by the prerequisites of truth, justice and common humanitarian 
values. 

39. From a legal and humanitarian perspective, the liberation of Palestine is a legitimate 
activity, it is an act of self-defence, and it is the expression of the natural right of all 
peoples to self-determination. 

40. In its relations with world nations and peoples, Hamas believes in the values of 
cooperation, justice, freedom and respect of the will of the people. 

41. Hamas welcomes the stances of states, organisations and institutions that support the 
rights of the Palestinian people. It salutes the free peoples of the world who support 
the Palestinian cause. At the same time, it denounces the support granted by any 
party to the Zionist entity or the attempts to cover up its crimes and aggression 
against the Palestinians and calls for the prosecution of Zionist war criminals. 

42. Hamas rejects the attempts to impose hegemony on the Arab and Islamic Ummah 
just as it rejects the attempts to impose hegemony on the rest of the world’s nations 
and peoples. Hamas also condemns all forms of colonialism, occupation, 
discrimination, oppression and aggression in the world. 

May 2017
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Appendix 04 

(Memo prepared by Hamas Political Bureau in 2000 just before the eruption of the 
second Intifada) 

The Islamic Resistance Movement (Hamas) 

First: Definition 

The Islamic Resistance Movement (Hamas) is a Palestinian Islamic struggle 
(mujahidah) movement whose supreme frame of reference is Islam and whose goal is 
the liberation of Palestine.  

Second: Phases of evolution and development 

A- The Movement's historic roots: (1946-1967) 

Hamas is considered the "the intellectual and dynamic extension of Jama'at Al-
Ikhwan Al-Muslimin (Muslim Brotherhood) in Palestine whose foundations were 
laid in the 1930s and 1940s when Ikhwan branches were founded in Yaffa, Haifa, 
Jerusalem and Gaza. Upon the increase in the number of the branches, the group 
organized a conference for the branches of the Ikhwan in Palestine which convened 
in the city of Jerusalem from 29 to 30 March 1946 with the aim of unifying and 
coordinating the efforts of the branches to confront the Zionist project. The second 
conference convened in Haifa in October 1947 when the conferees announced "the 
determination of the Ikhwan to defend their country with all means and their 
readiness to cooperate with all the national associations to serve this purpose." The 
role of the Ikhwan reached its zenith in Palestine during the participation of the 
brigades of the Ikhwan volunteers from Egypt, Syria, Jordan and Iraq in the battles 
that raged against the Zionist gangs on the even of the Nakbah (catastrophe). The 
group continued its political and social activity in the wake of the Nakbah; one of its 
most significant accomplishment was foiling the project to re-settle the refugees in 
the north of Sinai in 1955 and mounting a number of operations, particularly from 
within the Gaza Strip, across the borders against the Zionist enemy just before 1956. 

  

B- The phase of preparation for launching the movement's project (1967-1980) 

The 1967 defeat and the consequent occupation of the West Bank, the Gaza Strip and 
other Arab lands, namely Sinai and the Golan Heights, had numerous repercussions 
vis-à-vis the Palestinian issue. The most important repercussions were: 
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1. The role of Arab governments in as far as the Palestinian issue was concerned 
shrunk in favour of the popular role, which assumed the form of military resistance 
against occupation.  

2. The role of the Palestinian people in confronting the occupation was bolstered and 
deepened; the entire people, with all their resources and factions, ended up in direct 
contact with the occupation in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. Pursuant to that 
reality the movement had to face up to new challenges at the level of thought and 
practice.  

3. A comprehensive reappraisal of all the intellectual and political trends during that 
phase opened the way for the launch of the resistance programme and for the Islamic 
awakening across the Arab and Islamic regions as an expression of the need of the 
peoples of the Ummah (pan-Islamic community), including the Palestinian people, to 
search for their historic identity and cultural affiliation in light of the vacuum and 
shock caused by the devastating 1967 defeat. 

In the shade of these developments, the Palestinian Ikhwan inside the homeland and 
in the Diaspora proceeded along two paths: 

The first path: Participating in direct military action against the Zionist occupation 
along the front that was available at the time, namely the Jordan River front. The 
Ikhwan operated from what was known at the time as the "camps of the sheikhs" 
that were existed under the umbrella of the Fatah movement from 1968 to 1970. The 
activity came to an end as a result of the Black September events. Ikhwan volunteers 
from Egypt, Syria, Jordan, Yemen, the Gulf countries and other places contributed to 
the experience. 

The second path: Establishing the organizational infrastructure for a jihadi (struggle) 
project against the Zionist occupation in Palestine in particular and to confront the 
Zionist project in general.  

To accomplish these objectives the Ikhwan undertook to work in the following fields:  

1. Arouse the enthusiasm of the members of the Ikhwan to work in the field of 
Da'wah (calling people to Islam) and social reform.  

2. Attract the youth, especially university graduates, to join the ranks of the Ikhwan. 
The group did indeed benefit from the opportunities made available to Palestinian 
students to pursue their university education abroad in attracting educated cadres 
who later on provided the solid foundation as well as the leadership of the 
movement.  

3. Vitalize the process of building mosques in Palestine considering that they 
constitute a principal source of influence in society.  

4. Establish numerous charitable and social institutions; these included Al-Mujamma' 
Al-Islami (The Islamic Centre) and Al-Jam'iyah Al-Islamiyah (The Islamic Society) in 
the Gaza Strip and a number of Zakat committees and charitable foundations in the 
West Bank.  

5. Move within the Palestinian people inside Palestine and in the Diaspora with the 
aim of attracting support and membership, encouraging work for the Palestinian 

 2

174  



cause in confrontation of the Zionist project and reasserting the Islamic dimension of 
the conflict.  

6. Construct frameworks and institutions to support the Palestinian people inside 
Palestine and founding a number of platforms for Palestinian student activism in the 
various arenas and around the world. The movement succeeded during that phase in 
building a solid organization foundation supported by an institutional edifice that 
geographically extended across the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. It was able too to 
restore some aspects of Islamic observance in the public sphere inside Palestine.  

C- The Founding Phase (1980-1987) 

This is the phase that witnessed, in interdependence, a continuation of the process of 
construction on the one hand and joining the activities of the national resistance 
campaign on the other. During this phase, the movement sought to strike a balance 
between, on the one hand, horizontal expansion and attracting members and on the 
other hand vertical expansion in terms of attending to education and reinforcing 
specialization within the organization and forming the appropriate apparatuses to 
provide for the needs of the phase of open resistance against occupation, the phase 
during which the "Hamas" comprehensive project of jihad was crystallized 
intellectually and organizationally. Some of the most significant stations that mark 
this phase are as follows: 

1. The emergence of the Islamic student action through the creation of Islamic blocs 
inside the universities of the occupied land and in some Arab and Western countries.  

2. Expanding the construction of mosques and affirming their roles in da'wah, 
guidance and social change.  

3. Preparing for the launch of military action against occupation. Some of the 
movement's early military formations were uncovered and disbanded, especially the 
military organization led by Sheikh Ahmad Yassin in 1984.  

4. Proceeding in the direction of grassroots resistance action and mobilizing the 
internal ranks of the movement toward the same objective. This was expressed in 
terms of what was called the 'mosque revolutions' of 1981, 1982 and 1983. The 
mobilization reached its zenith with the martyrdom of Jawad Abu Sulmiyah and 
Sa'ib Dhahab at Birzeit University in 1986. Numerous confrontations took place at 
the Islamic University afterwards. The Israelis cordoned the university more than 
once wounding and detained many of its students. 

5. Forming the specialized apparatuses within the movement such as the one called 
the "Munazzamat Al-Jihad wa Al-Da'wah" (MAJD), which constituted the 
movements security apparatus in 1985, and such as the military apparatus called "Al-
Mujahidun Al-Filastiniyun" in 1987, which undertook direct action against the 
occupation and its collaborators.  

6. During this phase the movement worked under a number of banners or names 
including Al-Ittijah Al-Islami, Al-Haraka Al-Islamiyah and others.  
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7. Outside Palestine, the movement and its Diaspora branches continued their efforts 
to complete the building and founding of the movement's project of confronting the 
Zionist enemy in full harmony and in complementation with the efforts of the 
movement inside Palestine. The effort outside Palestine focused on the following:  

	 a- building student, intellectual and social platforms; 

	 b- developing and diversifying charitable work so as to support the 
Palestinian people on the inside and help them remain steadfast; 

	 c- completing the project's vision and its general plans and formations; 

	 d- setting up the action committees and apparatuses needed by the project in 
the various fields; and 

	 e- encouraging Islamic and national movements in the Arab and Islamic 
worlds to include in their priorities working for the Palestinian issue and confronting 
the Zionist threat.   

The movement succeeded during this phase in achieving a marked increase in its 
membership. Most of the new recruits happened to be intellectuals and university 
students. It also managed to render Islamic observance a cultural norm within 
Palestinian society whereas it was quote rare in the 1970s and early 1980s. The 
movement was also able to form a powerful security apparatus thanks to the 
soundness of its organizational structure and the profound sense of belonging to it 
by its members. All of these factors contributed positively to enhancing the speed at 
which the Hamas project came to fruition in the Palestinian arena.  

D- The Phase of the Launch (1987-1994) 

This is the phase in which the project of the Islamic Resistance Movement (Hamas) 
was launched consequent to a preparation that extended over several phases. The 
proclamation of the project was first made in a communiqué issued in November 
1987 and distributed among the masses to warn against the danger posed by the 
collaborators and expose the methods used by the enemy to trap Palestinian 
individuals into collaboration. However, the date that acquired special symbolism 
was the 14th of December 1987. It was considered the day the movement was created 
and was associated with the eruption of the first Intifada. In fact, the communiqué 
was not intended to declare the birth of the movement because it had already been in 
existence and had already been active in the field. What it did, however, was to mark 
the day on which the masses were informed about the existence of the movement 
and about the activation of its role in confronting the occupation. The communiqué 
signalled the start of a phase in which priorities had to be rearranged and to settle for 
good the dispute about which comes first liberation or change in favour of the 
former. Resisting occupation became the basic programme of the movement without 
contradiction whatsoever with the programme of da'wah and the efforts pertaining 
to social change; it signaled a new phase in which the movement moved to the fore 
in the expanse field of resistance. 

Some of the most significant stations that mark this phase are as follows: 
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1. The movement played a leading role in triggering the Intifada; it was the first 
organization to interact with the events and its interaction was the most intense; and 
it was the most capable organization to lead and mobilize.  

2. During this phase, the movement ran the activities of the Intifada independently of 
the PLO factions that functioned under the banner of United National Command.  

3. The movement played a principal role in developing the Intifada from a popular 
format to qualitative forms of resistance ranging from the kidnapping of soldiers to 
the war of knives and finally the martyrdom operations. The peak was in 1993 when 
the movement's military wing "Martyr Izziddin al-Qassam Brigades" carried out 20 
military operations in which 32 Israeli soldiers or Jewish settlers were killed.  

4. The movement was subjected during this phase to several mass-detention 
campaigns the biggest of which was in 1989 when Sheikh Ahmad Yassin and the 
leadership of the movement were detained. Major blows were repeatedly dealt to the 
movement in 1990 and 1991. However, the movement was able every time to surpass 
the crisis, rearrange its ranks and learn from the experience.  

5. The major blows dealt to the movement were associated with military operations 
involving the killing or kidnapping of a number of Israeli occupation troops. The 
1989 blow was associated with the kidnap and killing of Israeli soldiers Ilan Sa’adon 
and Avi Sasportas while the 1990 blow followed the Yaffa launch operation in which 
martyr Marwan Al-Zayigh and struggler Ashraf Al-Ba’luji killed three Zionists. One 
of the biggest blows dealt to the movement was the deportation of nearly 400 
movement leaders and cadres to Marj Al-Zuhur in South Lebanon. The background 
to this was the capture and killing of Israeli officer Nissim Toledano. The movement's 
deportees were able to turn their deportation into a political and media protest and a 
heroic feat so much so that the enemy was forced to return them to Palestine.  

6. The movement rejected what went on of open or secret negotiations between the 
Zionist side and the PLO and expressed its position through communiqués, 
statements and other forms of political expression. At the time, preparations were 
being made on the ground for concluding the Oslo Accords. The deportation came 
within that context.  

During that phase, the movement assumed a leading position in resistance and 
military action. It greatly expanded its membership and gained considerable respect 
in many Arab capitals. This represented the start of the movement's external 
relations. That phase proved the soundness, effectiveness and correctness of the 
measures and development phases of the movement's project, whose effectiveness, 
continuation and ability to overcome crises, with the Grace of Allah, were 
guaranteed.  

E- The Post-Oslo Phase (1994-2000) 

This is the phase in which the movement stood in the face of the tide of peaceful 
political settlement with the Zionist enemy in the aftermath of the conclusion of the 
Oslo Accords on 13 September 1993. The movement emerged as the main armed 
faction to continue the resistance and the jihad against the Zionist occupation, a task 
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for which it made enormous sacrifices offering scores of martyrs and hundreds of 
prisoners and detainees. The campaign against the movement peaked in 1996 in the 
form of an alliance among local, regional and international powers as expressed by 
the Sharm Al-Sheikh Summit – or what was called then the war on terrorism summit 
– convened in the aftermath of the revenge attacks carried out by the movement in 
retaliation for the assassination of martyr Engineer Yahya Ayyash. Despite the 
measures adopted to undermine the movement and suppress its resistance, the 
movement was able to come out of that crisis much stronger and much more 
effective both militarily and politically. Subsequent events vindicated the movement 
and proved its credibility of its position vis-à-vis Oslo and the philosophy of a 
peaceful settlement to the conflict in the region. The movement proved capable of 
adapting to political and security changes, both internally and externally, in a 
manner that preserved the movement's jihad project and its political and social 
programmes.  

Conclusion: 

Since it started, the Hamas project passed through different circumstances and 
several phases. At every phase since the Haifa conference of 1947, it was absolutely 
clear that the Zionist project was absolutely and radically contradictory to our 
religious beliefs and national interests; it was both necessary and inevitable to clash 
with it, to do all that is possible to confront it and to provide for the proper 
circumstances for eliminating it. Subjective and objective circumstances prevented 
the Hamas project from materializing on the ground for some time. But when the 
right conditions became available, the project started rebuilding itself, putting up its 
structure and crystallizing its plans and policies. On 8 December 1987, the day on 
which the first Intifada erupted, was the day the Hamas movement was launched 
officially and practically. Its first communiqué was issued on 14 December 1987 to 
proclaim to the public the emergence of the movement having attained full growth of 
its structure and clarity of its vision about its role in confronting the Zionist 
occupation.  

Third: The Conflict with the Zionist Project in the Thinking of Hamas 

Hamas considers the conflict with the Zionist project a civilizational and existential 
conflict that cannot be ended without eliminating its cause, which is the 
establishment of the racist colonial Zionist entity in the land of Palestine. 

The movement's view of the Zionist project is based on the following parameters:  

1. The Zionist project represents the convergence of Western colonial interests in the 
region with the interests of the Zionist movement and its ambitions in the land of 
Palestine, which are often justified in the name of ideological myths espoused by 
Jewish and Christian Zionists.  

2. The Zionist entity is a colonial settlement entity that is based on the idea of 
uprooting the Palestinian people and driving them away from their land by force to 
replace them with settlers using all means of terrorism. 
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3. The Zionist project is an expansionist one; it seeks to impose its hegemony on the 
entire region and control its resources. As such, it represents a real danger not only to 
Palestine but also to the entire Arab and Muslim world.  

4. This project does not accept coexistence with others; it is dominated by the 
inclination toward hegemony and imposing control over others to serve the interests 
of the Zionist Movement in the region and the entire world. Therefore, it would be 
futile to seek to make peace or reach a settlement with it.  

5. The Zionist entity constitutes and effective colonial means of breaking the 
geographic contiguity among the Arab countries in Asia and Africa; it is simply 
aimed at thwarting any renaissance project in the region. It does, thus, seek to 
accomplish the colonial goals of obstructing the project of Arab and Islamic unity.  

Fourth: Hamas vision of Liberation 

Hamas believes that the battle for the total liberation of Palestine from the Sea to the 
River will not succeed unless the efforts in three main circles are intertwined. These 
are: 

a- The Palestinian Circle: This is the spearhead in the battle of liberation; its role is 
summed up in maintaining the jihad and the resistance, continuing to adhere to the 
national rights and invariables and keeping the flame of jihad on so as to keep the 
issue alive within a national program whose basis is resistance and the existential 
antagonism of occupation until such time when the two other circles are ready.  

b- The Arab Circle: Since the Zionist project poses a danger to the entire Arab 
Ummah, and in view of what Palestine represents in terms of ideological and 
nationalist dimensions, the role of the Arab Circle in liberation is fundamental and 
central; the Arab Ummah constitutes the potential force upon which the task of 
liberation depends.  

c- The Islamic Circle: In as much as the Palestinian issue is an Arab issue it is Islamic 
too; it is of concern to every Muslim on the face of the earth because it is an Islamic 
endowment land that embraces within it the first of the two Qiblas and the third 
most important mosque which the Prophet peace be upon him visited during his 
night journey to the Upper Heavens. All Muslims, both as individuals as well as 
communities, shoulder the duty of contributing with whatever they afford to the task 
of liberating Palestine. The Islamic Ummah is considered the strategic depth and the 
reserve to which the Palestinian people and the Arab Ummah will resort in their 
endeavor to liberate Palestine and remove the Zionist entity from it.  

Fifth: Military Action in Hamas Program 

Military action in the Hamas project constitutes the strategic means for the liberation 
of Palestine and confronting the Zionist project; it is the sole guarantee for the 
continuation of the conflict and for preoccupying the Zionist entity so as to thwart its 
expansionism outside Palestine. The movement considers military action the real 
expression of the legitimacy of rejecting the occupation and resisting its existence on 
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Palestinian soil. This legitimacy derives from Divine religions, international norms 
and human history.  

Military action within the movement is subject to fixed policies; the most important 
of these are: 

1- The conflict with the Zionists is not linked to their religious affiliation but because 
they occupy our land, desecrate our shrines and violate our people.  

2- Resistance, with all its forms, is aimed at ending the occupation and will not stop 
until it is defeated and ended.  

3- Hamas military action is confined to the land of Palestine whether that occupied in 
1948 or occupied in 1967.  

4- With its military action, the movement does not target civilian Zionists; it only 
target Zionist military targets. Civilians may, however, be inadvertently hit or may be 
targeted only in retaliation for the enemy's targeting of Palestinian civilians.  

Sixth: Political Action in Hamas Program 

In addition to its military program, the movement possesses a political program that 
is based on mobilizing the resources of the Palestinian people and the Arab and 
Islamic Ummah and dedicating them to ending the Zionist project and establishing 
an Arab Islamic state in the whole of Palestine. It is in the light of this that the 
movement determines its policies and stances vis-à-vis the various issues different 
developments. The following are some of Hamas most important policies: 

A) Hamas stance toward the Palestinian forces and factions: 

1- The movement believes in a national unity based on preserving the national 
invariables; such national unity is an important underpinning of steadfastness and 
liberation.  

2- Hamas believes that the arena of Palestinian national action is spacious enough for 
all visions and opinions concerning resistance against the Zionist project . 

3- Emanating from the desire to give priority to common denominators and common 
grounds, Hamas seeks to cooperate and coordinate with all the forces, factions and 
organizations working in the Palestinian arena.  

4- Hamas seeks to bolster joint national action. It believes that any formula for joint 
Palestinian national action must be based on the commitment to work for the 
liberation of Palestine and the commitment not to recognize the Zionist enemy or 
grant it the right to exist on any part of Palestine.  

5- No matter how much difference exists in view points or in opinions as to how to 
do things in the arena of national action, Hamas believes that no one has the right 
under any circumstances to use weapons or resort to violence to settle disputes or 
impose views or opinions within the Palestinian arena. It is for this reason that the 
movement has always exercised self-restraint toward the repressive measures taken 

 8

180  



against it at certain times. It has been motivated to persevere by the desire to save the 
Palestinian blood and to serve the supreme Palestinian interest.  

6- The movement believes in the necessity of combining all the efforts in the 
Palestinian arena in order to establish a wholesome Palestinian society that enjoys 
freedom, equality and political pluralism within the framework of the basic identity 
and the sublime values of the Palestinian society and the Arab and Islamic Ummah.  

B) Hamas position toward the peaceful settlement 

1- The movement has repeatedly affirmed that it is not against the principle of peace; 
but the peace it seeks is that which restores to the Palestinian people their rights and 
guarantee their independence and sovereignty over their entire land. Such peace can 
only be accomplished in the shade of strength and steadfastness not in the shade of 
weakness and capitulation.  

2- The movement considers the agreements concluded between the occupation and 
certain Palestinian parties to be rejected concessions and comprises over the national 
rights of the Palestinian people and the rights of the Ummah to its holy places.  

3- The movement believes that the settlement agreements grant the enemy the right 
to exist, bestow legitimacy on the its occupation of Palestine and gives it the 
opportunity to expand and extend by virtue of cultural, economic and political 
normalization programs with the Arab and Islamic countries; as such they constitute 
a real danger to the presence and future of the Arab and Islamic Ummah.  

Because of the aforementioned reasons as well as other considerations, the 
movement has rejected the settlement plans and what emanated from them such as 
the agreement concluded at Oslo, Wye River, Sharm Al-Sheikh and other places. The 
movement considers all these projects and accords to be attempts to liquidate the 
Palestinian issue, deny the Palestinian people the right to claim their legitimate rights 
in their lands and holy places, deny the refugees the right to return to their homes 
and deny the Palestinians the right to resort to legitimate means to regain their 
rights. Additionally, they are aimed at denying the majority of the Palestinian people 
the right to live on their soil and in their homeland. These accords have led to 
diverting the conflict from the right direction and have had a negative impact on the 
relations among the various Palestinian forces and factions.  

C) Hamas External Relations 

1- Hamas believes that disagreement over political developments does not bar it 
from communicating and cooperating with any party that is prepared to support the 
steadfastness and resistance of our people against the oppressive occupation.  

2- Hamas does not concern itself with the internal affairs of the other countries and 
does not interfere in their domestic policies.  

3- Hamas seeks to encourage Arab and Islamic governments to resolve their disputes 
and unite their positions toward pan-Arab or pan-Islamic causes. The movement 
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refuses to take sides in disputes standing by one party against the other and refuses 
to join any particular political axis against another.  

4- Hamas believes in Arab and Islamic unity and would support any endeavor in this 
regard.  

5- Hamas demands all Arab and Islamic governments, parties and forces to perform 
their duty of supporting the cause of our people and in assisting them in their 
steadfastness and confrontation of the Zionist occupation. It calls on them to facilitate 
the activity of Hamas and help it undertake its mission.  

6- Hamas believes in the importance of establishing close ties with the Ummah's 
various Islamic and nationalist forces and movements. It had in fact been doing 
exactly that by means of an extensive network of close relations with the aim of 
mobilizing the efforts of the Ummah in confronting the Zionist project which is 
hostile to the Ummah.  

7- Hamas believes in the importance of dialogue with world governments and 
international forces and parties irrespective of their faith, nationality or political 
system. Hamas does not object to cooperating with any party in the world in the 
service of our people's just cause and as part of the endeavor to secure their 
legitimate rights.  

8- Hamas does not declare hostility against anyone on the basis of religious belief or 
racial roots; nor does it oppose any country or organization so long as it does not 
practice injustice against our people or support the Zionist occupation in its 
aggression against our people.  

9- Hamas is keen on confining to Palestine the arena of confrontation with the Zionist 
occupation; it would not want to extend the battlefield to any other arena.  

10- Hamas seeks to persuade governments and international organizations or 
institutions to stand by the just cause of our people and to condemn the repressive 
measures adopted by the occupation in contravention of the principles of 
international law and the values of human rights. The objective is to form an 
international public opinion that would pressure the Zionist entity so as to end its 
oppressive occupation of our land.  

D) Hamas position toward members of the other Divine religions 

Hamas believes that Islam is the religion of unity, equality, tolerance and freedom. It 
is a movement with humane and civilizational dimensions; it does not adopt a 
hostile position against anyone except those who initiate hostility against the 
Ummah. Hamas believes that living in the shade of Islam is the ideal climate for 
coexistence among affiliates of the Divine religions; history provides the best 
testimony to this fact. The movement seeks guidance from the Qur'anic verse that 
says "There is no compulsion in religion;" and the Qur'anic verse that says " Allah 
forbids you not, with regard to those who fight you not for (your) Faith nor drive 
you out of your homes, from dealing kindly and justly with them: for Allah loves 
those who are just." 
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Emanating from these values, Hamas respects the rights of other faith communities. 
As for the Christians living in Palestine, Hamas considers them to be partners who 
share the homeland and who have been subjected to the same oppressive measures 
to which their Muslim brothers have been subjected at the hands of the occupation 
authorities; they have participated in confronting the occupation and in opposing its 
racist policies; and they are an inseparable part of the Palestinian people with full 
rights and full responsibilities.  

Hamas Political Bureau 

June, 2000    
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Appendix 05 

This is what we struggle for 

(Memo prepared by Hamas Political Bureau in the late 1990s upon the request of 
Western diplomats in the Jordanian capital Amman) 

The Islamic Resistance Movement (Hamas) is a Palestinian national liberation 
movement that struggles for the liberation of the Palestinian occupied territories and for 
the recognition of Palestinian legitimate rights. Although it came into existence soon 
after the eruption of the first Palestinian intifadah (uprising) in December 1987 as an 
expression of the Palestinian people’s anger against the continuation of Israeli 
occupation of Palestinian land and persecution of the Palestinian people, Hamas’ roots 
extend much deeper in history.  

The movement’s motivation for struggle has been expressed by its founder and 
leader Sheikh Ahmad Yassin: “the movement struggles against Israel because it is the 
aggressing, usurping and oppressing state that hoists the rifle in the face of our sons and 
daughters day and night.”  

Hamas considers itself an extension of an old tradition that goes back to the early 
twentieth century struggle against British and Zionist colonialism in Palestine. The 
fundamentals from which Hamas derives its legitimacy are mirrored in the very name it 
chose for itself. Its Islamism means that it derives its guiding principles from the 
doctrines and values of Islam. In other words, Islam is Hamas' ideological frame of 
reference. It is from the values of Islam that the movement seeks inspiration in its 
mobilisation effort and in compensating for the huge difference in material resources 
between the Palestinian people and their supporters on the one hand and Israel and its 
supporters on the other. 

The prospect of the movement initiating, or accepting, dialogue with Israel is non-
existent at present because of the skewed balance of power between the Palestinians and 
the Israelis. In Sheikh Yassin's own words: “There can be no dialogue between a party 
that is strong and oppressive and another that is weak and oppressed. There can be no 
dialogue except after the end of oppression.” 

The forms of resistance adopted by Hamas stem from the same justifications upon 
which the national Palestinian resistance movement based its struggle for more than a 
quarter of a century. At least the first ten articles of the Palestinian National Charter are 
completely compatible with Hamas' discourse as elaborated in its own Charter and in 
other declarations. Furthermore, the same justifications for resistance had, prior to the 
emergence of Hamas in December 1987, been recognised, or endorsed, by a variety of 
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regional and international bodies such as the Arab League, the Islamic Conference 
Organisation, the Non-Aligned Movement and the United Nations. The recognition that 
the Israeli occupation of the West Bank and Gaza in 1967 is illegal can be clearly read in 
UN Security Council Resolutions 242 and 338.  

In spite of the initiation of peace negotiations and eventually the signing of the Oslo 
accords between the PLO and Israel, Hamas continued its struggle having recognized 
the failure of the peace process to bring about an end to occupation. Hamas believes that 
the majority of the Palestinian people has come to the same conclusion and is therefore 
discontent with the path taken by the PLO to create peace with Israel. 

Oslo defenders claimed for months following its signing that it would bring an end to 
occupation and that, therefore, the Palestinians needed no longer exercise armed 
struggle against the Israelis. But eight years after Oslo, the following are the dividends 
of peace: 

1. The territories occupied in 1967 are still occupied.  

2. Like never before, the West Bank and Gaza have been carved, mutilated and 
turned into isolated islets of human concentrations, or cantons, administered on 
behalf of the Israelis by the PA.  

3. Existing Jewish settlements continued to expand and new ones have been erected.  

4. Jerusalem is being expanded and de-Arabised.  

5. Large areas of land have been confiscated to allow for the construction of by-
passes for the exclusive use of Jewish motorists and especially settlers who 
illegally live on confiscated Arab land.  

6. Thousands of Palestinians continue to be detained in Israeli prisons.  

7. Various forms of collective punishment continue to be adopted including the 
demolition of homes, the closure of entire areas and the enforcement of economic 
blockades, the destruction of Palestinian infrastructure and the uprooting of trees 
and crops.  

8. The economic situation is much worse than ever before.  

In other words, the peace process has not improved the conditions of Palestinians 
under occupation and does not seem to promise any better future. The claim that 
armed struggle was no longer necessary (it should be noted here that no one within 
the Palestinian camp claimed it was illegal) has therefore been refuted by reality, 
giving credence to the argument of Hamas (which is no different from the argument 
adopted before Oslo by the nationalist movement as a whole and that continues to be 
adopted by a score of Palestinian factions opposed to Oslo) that armed struggle is the 
only real means of liberation.  

In spite of the overwhelming militant image it has in the minds of many people in the 
West, Hamas is not a mere military faction. It is a political, cultural and social grass 
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root organisation that has a separate military wing specialised in armed struggle 
against Israeli occupation. Apart from this clandestine military wing, all other 
sections within Hamas function through overt public platforms. The military wing 
has its own leadership and recruiting mechanism.  

Hamas social and educational activities in the Occupied Territories have become so 
entrenched within the Palestinian community that neither the Israelis nor their peace 
partners in the Palestinian Authority have been able to extricate. The fact of the 
matter is that Hamas, contrary to Israeli assessment, acts as an infrastructure to the 
numerous cultural, educational and social institutions in Gaza and the West Bank that 
render invaluable and irreplaceable services to the public. In other words, it is Hamas 
that gives life to these institutions and not the reverse. The Israelis have repeatedly 
told the PA to close them down. The PA has tried but failed. A crackdown on these 
institutions amounts to a declaration of war not against Hamas but against the 
Palestinian community as a whole.  

Contrary to the experience of most other Palestinian factions during the seventies, 
Hamas armed struggle emanates from Palestine and is restricted to its territory, to 
what Hamas considers to be the legitimate battlefield. By limiting its armed struggle 
to resisting occupation, the movement has successfully averted Israeli attempts to 
drag it to a battle outside Palestine. The assassination attempt on the life of Khalid 
Mish'al, Hamas political head, was clearly intended to embroil the movement in a 
war of attrition outside Palestine; a battle Hamas has continuously tried to avoid. 
Adhering to this position on the part of Hamas has made it rather difficult for the 
Israelis and their allies, especially in the USA, to convince the world's public opinion 
that Hamas is a terrorist group. By all standards, Hamas is a national liberation 
movement whose military effort is directed solely and exclusively at the foreign 
occupiers.  

Hamas' military wing, the Brigades of Martyr ‘Izziddin Al-Qassam, have planned 
and carried out a number of martyrdom operations that are usually described in the 
Western media as suicide operations. These operations are in principle directed 
against military targets. Targeting civilians is considered an aberration from Hamas’ 
fundamental position of hitting only military targets; they represent an exception 
necessitated by the Israeli insistence on targeting Palestinian civilians and by Israel’s 
refusal to agree to an understanding prohibiting the killing of civilians on both sides; 
an understanding comparable to the one reached between Israel and Hezbollah in 
southern Lebanon. It is worth recalling that the first martyrdom operation came in 
response to the massacre of Muslim worshippers as they kneeled in prayer in Al-
Masjid al-Ibrahimi at dawn on the fifteenth day of the fasting holy month of 
Ramadan (25 February 1994).  

Sheikh Yassin, who repeatedly offered the Israelis a truce that has always been 
rejected by the Israelis, explains that Hamas does not endorse the killing of civilians, 
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but that it is sometimes the only option it has if it is to respond to the murdering of 
Palestinian civilians and the cold-blooded assassination of Palestinian activists.  

Notwithstanding its disagreement with the PLO and the Palestinian Authority (PA), 
Hamas considers all Palestinians to be victims of Israeli occupation and therefore would 
not be drawn into inter-Palestinian factional strife. Hamas firmly believes that many of 
those who at one stage had some hope in Oslo, including a large segment of Yassir 
Arafat’s own Fatah faction, have been disillusioned, have realized the futility of the 
exercise, and have realized that they have no option but to resume the struggle until the 
occupation is brought to an end.  

Hamas considers all peoples of the world potential friends and supporters of the 
Palestinian people in their legitimate struggle for freedom, one that will alone guarantee 
the accomplishment of peace. Hamas believes that permanent peace is possible only if 
founded on justice and equal human dignity.  

Hamas is aware of the fact that the balance of power in the world today is not in its 
favor, but does also realize that this has always been the case whenever an oppressed 
people started their long-term struggle for freedom from foreign occupation and 
tyranny.  It is therefore our firm belief that eventually the Israelis will come to terms with 
reality and realize that they have no option but to deliver the Palestinian people from the 
servitude imposed on them by an occupation that violates all known international 
conventions and declarations including the various UN Security Council resolutions on 
this issue.  

Hamas would be willing to consider a cease-fire agreement with the Israelis upon 
their agreement to end their occupation of all the territories occupied in the aftermath of 
the six-day war in 1967. This would entail the cessation of all hostilities on the part of 
Hamas in exchange, on the part of Israel, for:  

1. the withdrawal of Israeli occupation troops from the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip;  

2. the evacuation of all Jewish settlements illegally erected and populated 
by Jewish immigrants on Palestinian lands seized by force in both the West Bank 
and Gaza; and 

3. recognizing the right of the Palestinian people to self-determination.  

Hamas does recognize the importance of the international community in bringing 
about such a settlement and therefore extends its hand, in good faith and appreciation, 
to all such governments and communities that may be willing to take part in this process 
for the benefit of humanity and in accomplishment of a peace based on justice.  

However, Hamas would enter into negotiations about the details of the settlement 
only once the Israelis have agreed to the aforementioned terms that are aimed at 
bringing about a full withdrawal from all the territories occupied in 1967.  
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Appendix 06 

(Hamas Election Manifesto 

for the Legislative Elections held on 25 January 2006)  

In the name of Allah Most Gracious Most Merciful 

Change and Reform List 

"I only desire (your) betterment to the best of my power; and my success (in my task) 
can only come from Allah. In Him I trust, and unto Him I look."  

 (Hud: Verse 88) 

Election Manifesto 

For the elections of the Palestinian Legislative Council 

2006 

  

Islam is the solution 

A hand builds and a hand resists 

Yes to protecting the program of resistance 

Yes to the freedom of the prisoners 

Yes to rebuilding what occupation has destroyed 

Yes to change and yes to reform 

Introduction 
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Emanating from the belief that we stand at one of Islam’s greatest fronts; in 
fulfillment of our responsibility toward our struggling people and their sacred and 
just cause; stemming from our duty to contribute to reforming the Palestinian reality 
so as to ease the suffering of our valiant people, bolster their steadfastness and 
protect them from the ills of corruption; and in the hope of reinforcing national unity 
and bolstering internal Palestinian ranks, we have taken the decision to participate in 
the Palestinian legislative elections of 2006.    

The Change and Reform List believes that its participation in the legislative elections 
at this time and in the shade of the reality endured by the Palestinian cause falls 
within the framework of the comprehensive program for the liberation of Palestine, 
the return of the Palestinian people to their lands and homes and the establishment 
of the Palestinian independent state with Jerusalem its capital. This participation is 
intended to be an act of support for the program of resistance and Intifada which our 
have happily resorted to as a strategic option to end the occupation.  

The Change and Reform List seeks to build an advanced Palestinian civil society that 
is based on political pluralism and the alternation of power and seeks to direct the 
Palestinian political system and its political reform program in a manner that would 
accomplish the national rights of the Palestinian people while bearing in mind the 
existence of the heavy, detested and oppressive occupation in our land and people 
and taking into consideration its overt interventions in every single detail of 
Palestinian life.  

Our List’s program is hereby submitted as a gesture of loyalty to our forbearing 
masses who see in this approach a wholesome alternative, who consider the Hamas 
movement to its hope for a better future and who see in this list an honest leadership 
for a better tomorrow God-willing.   

The Almighty Allahs says: “Verily, this is My Way leading straight: follow it; follow 
not (other) paths: they will scatter you about from His (great) Path; thus does He 
command you, that you may be righteous.” (Al-An'am; verse 153) 

First: Our Invariables 

Our List (The Change and Reform List) adopts a number of invariables that stem 
from the Islamic frame of reference. We believe these invariables to be unanimously 
agreed upon not only by our Palestinian people but also by our Arab and Islamic 
Ummah. These invariables are: 

1. Islam and civilizational achievements constitute our frame of reference and way of 
life with all its political, economic, social and legal dimensions.  

2. Historic Palestine is part of the Arab and Islamic land; it is the right of the 
Palestinian people that never vanishes with the progression of time and no military 
or alleged legal procedures alter this fact.  

3. The Palestinian people are united in a single unit wherever they may be living and 
are an inseparable part of the Arab and Islamic Ummah. [Verily, this Ummah 
(Brotherhood) of yours is a single Ummah, and I am your Lord and Cherisher: 
therefore serve Me (and no other).] (Al-Anbiya'; verse 92) 

4. Our Palestinian people are still living through the phase of national liberation; they 
have the right to endeavor to regain their rights and end the occupation using all 
available means including armed resistance. We must dedicate all our resources to 
support the steadfastness of our people and provide it with all the necessary means 
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of defeating the occupation and establishing the independent Palestinian state with 
Jerusalem as its capital.  

5. All the Palestinian refugees and deportees have right to return to their lands and 
properties. The right to self-determination and all our national rights are considered 
inalienable rights; they are fixed and cannot be compromised by any political 
concessions.  

6. Full adherence to out people’s inalterable and genuine rights in the land, 
Jerusalem, the holy places, water, borders and a fully sovereign Palestinian state with 
Jerusalem as its capital.  

7. Reinforcing and protecting national Palestinian unity is one of the priorities of 
national Palestinian action.    

8. The issue of the prisoners and the detainees tops the list of the priorities of 
Palestinian action. 

Second: In Domestic Policy 

At the level of the domestic policy that governs Palestinian political life with all its 
dimensions we aspire to accomplish the following priorities which we consider a 
guarantee for a future that befits the struggle and sacrifices of our people and that 
would bolster their steadfastness in pursuit of comprehensive liberation and the 
aspired reform: 

1. Preserving national Palestinian invariables and resisting any attempt to 
compromise them or concede them.  

2. Preserving the Palestinian presence in Jerusalem and supporting it politically, 
economically, socially and culturally; resisting the enemy’s attempts to judaize 
Jerusalem; and protecting the Islamic and Christian Palestinian holy cites from 
Zionist desecration. 

3. Political liberties, pluralism, the freedom to form political parties, resorting for 
arbitration to the ballot boxes and the peaceful alternation of power are considered 
the best framework for regulating Palestinian political activity and the guarantee for 
reform, combating corruption and building an advanced Palestinian civil society.  

4. Deepening the ropes of national unity, adopting dialogue and resorting to logic in 
addressing internal disputes and prohibiting fighting and all forms of the use of force 
or the threat to use it within the domestic framework.  

5. Establish respect for public liberties (the freedom of expression, press freedom, the 
freedom of assembly, the freedom of movement, the freedom of work, etc.) as the 
living reality of the Palestinian people.  

6. Palestinian blood is one of the taboos within Palestinian society; dialogue is the 
only acceptable method for resolving internal Palestinian disputes.  

7. Prohibiting political detention and rejecting the confiscation of the right to express 
an opinion.  

8. Protecting the institutions of civil society and vitalizing their role in development 
and in monitoring and inspection.   

9. Correcting and rationalizing the role of the security agencies in protecting the 
security of the citizen, putting an end to erroneous and arbitrary practices, 
guaranteeing the liberties of citizens, protecting private and public properties and 
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subjecting the practices of these agencies to the control and accountability of the 
Palestinian Legislative Council (PLC).  

10. Security collaboration, or the so-called security coordination, with the occupation 
is a crime against the homeland and against religion; it should be severely 
punishable.  

 11. Protecting the resistance and vitalizing its role in resisting the occupation and 
accomplishing the mission of liberation.  

12. Building the decent Palestinian human being who is proud of his or her religion, 
land, freedom and dignity and who is willing to sacrifice the precious and the dear in 
the Cause of Allah.   

13. Vitalizing resistance against the construction of the Apartheid wall of separation 
until it is brought down; all available means should be employed including 
international institutions and courts of justice.  

14. Guaranteeing the rights of minorities and respecting them in all fields on the 
basis of equal citizenship rights.  

15. Public funds, of all types, are the property of the Palestinian people and should be 
used in financing comprehensive Palestinian development in a geographically fair 
manner that would serve social justice away from abuse, extravagance, looting, 
corruption and embezzlement.  

16. The prisoners, the wounded and the martyrs are the symbol of Palestinian 
sacrifice; caring for them and their families and seeking the release of the prisoners 
top the priorities in our national agenda.  

17. Raising the efficiency of the institutions that specialize in supporting the 
prisoners and their families and the families of the martyrs and the wounded. The 
prisoner and the martyr will be treated as if they were still in employment and will 
be paid a stipend equivalent to the salary they would receive from employment in 
the civil service. 

18. Preserving Palestinian Islamic and Christian endowments, protecting them from 
aggression and manipulation and developing them in a manner that would conform 
to the moral and material value of these endowments that are spread across the 
whole of Palestine. 

19. Renovating the relationship between the PLO and the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) in a manner that should serve the national Palestinian objectives 
and respect the relevant fields of specialization. 

Third: In External Relations 

1. Consolidate relations with the Arab and Islamic world in all fields for being the 
strategic depth of Palestine and opening up to the rest of the world countries.  

2. Revitalize the role of the Arab and Islamic masses in supporting the resistance of 
our people against occupation and in rejecting normalization with it.  

3. Reject racial, territorial or sectarian claims that seek to divide the Ummah. 

4. Establish balanced political relations with the family of nations in a manner that 
would guarantee an active participation in the international community, preserve the 
unity of the Ummah and (achieve) its advancement, protect the rights (of the 
Ummah) and its causes, foremost of which is the Palestinian cause, and deter any 
aggression it.  
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5. Emphasize at all international levels in all world forums the illegitimacy of the 
occupation and all that comes out of it.  

6. Consider occupation to be the ugliest form of terrorism and resisting it with all 
means a right that is guaranteed by Divine religions and internal law.  

7. Call on all the good peoples and powers in the world to join together in an alliance 
to establish a just world peace that is based on ridding the world of all forms of 
occupation and of the remnants of colonialism and preventing foreign intervention in 
peoples’ internal affairs. 

8. Restore respect for the Palestinian rights in Arab and international circles, 
especially the right to be free from occupation, the right of the refugees to return 
home and the right to establish a fully sovereign Palestinian state and to press for the 
issuance of resolutions and positions that support these rights.  

9. Call on the international community to contribute effectively to supporting the 
rebuilding of towns and villages and to provide them with the necessary 
infrastructure.  

10. Reject conditional grants that are only given in exchange for compromising our 
national invariables and seek earnestly to find honorable alternatives.    

Fourth: In Administrative Reform and Fighting Corruption 

1. Eliminate all forms of corruption, consider it a main contributing factor to 
weakening the internal Palestinian front and to undermining the foundations of 
national unity and pursue the investigation into administrative and financial 
corruption in prelude to referring the culprits to the courts of law.   

2. Enhance transparency, monitoring, auditing and accountability in dealing with 
matters pertaining to the budget in all of its phases (planning, preparation, 
discussion, endorsement and implementation.)  

3. Modernizing administrative rules and systems in a manner that would enhance 
the efficiency of administrative departments so as to contribute to providing services 
with ease and comfort at all levels.  

4. Implement the concepts of decentralization, the delegation of authority and 
sharing in the process of decision-making. 

5. Reformulate the policy of employment in the civil service in a manner that would 
guarantee equal opportunities for all the children of the Palestinian people on the 
basis of qualifications and fight resorting to nepotism, partisan favoritism and red 
tape in appointments and promotions in all government departments and public 
agencies. 

6.  Form a national parliamentary committee to inspect the dispensing of Palestinian 
endowment funds, both Islamic and Christian, in order to guarantee proper conduct 
and enable to accomplish its goals.  

7. Fight slackness in government performance and the wastage of public funds and 
endeavor to bolster the sense of responsibility at all levels of employment. (Each of 
you is a shepherd [guardian] and each of you is responsible for his flock – as stated 
in a Prophetic hadith). 

8. Adopting the policy of "where have you acquired this from?" in order to call to 
account those employed in the civil service. 
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Fifth: In Legislative Policy and Judicial Reform 

1. Establish Islamic Shari'ah as the main source of legislation in Palestine. 

2. Emphasize the separation among the three powers: the legislative, the executive 
and the judiciary.  

3. Revitalize the role of the Constitutional Court.  

4. Seek to enact legislations that would take into consideration the specificity of the 
values and heritage of the Palestinian people. 

5. Establish a judicial training institute. 

6. Restructure the Supreme Judicial Council so that its members are elected from 
among the judges of Palestine on the basis of qualifications and experience with no 
consideration for political or social factionalism or personal interests. 

7. Enact laws aimed at vitalizing judiciary inspection so as to achieve effective 
auditing within the judiciary at all levels.  

8. Enact laws that would bar the politicization of the General Prosecution and would 
ensure the observance of the parameters of qualification, inspection, review and 
accountability. 

9. Amend the law pertaining to civil and commercial trials and the law of penal 
procedures so as to prevent the prolonging of court procedures, limit the number of 
adjourned cases and determine an upper time limit for each type of cases and for the 
period of adjournment. 

10. Reinforce democracy and shura in the various fields and positions and achieve 
effective participation.  

11. Put an end to the encroachment of any government on the constitution through 
the issuing of temporary laws or repetitive amendments or by delaying the 
implementation of laws or other forms of abuses.  

12. Confront any legislations or agreement with the enemy that contravene the rights 
of our Palestinian people.    

Sixth: In Public Liberties and Citizen Rights 

1. Implement the principle that citizens are equal before the law and that they are 
equal in rights and duties.  

2. Provide each citizen with security and with protection for his or her life and 
properties; no citizen should be subjected to arbitrary detention or torture or 
revenge.  

3. End the intervention of the security agencies in the issuing of licenses for 
publications, research centres and public opinion polling institutions and stop their 
intervention in employment.  

4. Reinforce the culture of dialogue and respect for all opinions that do not contradict 
the people’s faith or their civilizational heritage and construct an information policy 
that is based on the principles of freedom of thought and expression, fairness and 
accommodation of diversity, pluralism and the right to choose.  

5. Protect the rights of special categories (the prisoners and their families, the families 
of the martyrs, women, children, the disabled and the poor.) 
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6. Provide care for media institutions and guarantee the right of journalists to acquire 
information and to publish it.   

7. Protect the freedom to form trade unions, preserve the independence of the trade 
unions and avoid all forms of hegemony. 

8. Recognize political forces, encourage them and benefit from their role and support 
the various institutions of civil society.  

9. Adopt the principle of equal opportunities and appointing the right person to the 
right position.  

Seventh: In Educational Policy  

Since education is the foundation for building the generation that is capable of 
sketching the future of the homeland and accomplishing the dream of freedom, 
liberation and independence,  our List will seek to do the following: 

1. Observe the foundations on which the philosophy of education in Palestine is 
based. These include the principle that Islam is a comprehensive system that attends 
to all aspects of life and that dignifies the human being striking a balance between 
individual rights and community rights.  

2. Implement the rules pertaining to mandatory education and expand secondary 
education in both branches the vocational and the academic.  

3. Develop the curricula and schooling methods in conformity with the philosophy 
and objectives of education in Palestine and according to the needs of the age.  

4. Pay attention to the humanities and focus on languages especially the Arabic 
language at various levels.  

5. Establish the ethics of the teaching profession, respect the rights of the teachers 
and develop their skills.  

6. Enact legislations aimed at protecting the teaching and academic process in 
universities and higher education institutions from abuse, moodiness and favoritism.  

7. Establish and develop institutions that specialize in providing care to the talented, 
high achievers and those with extraordinary capabilities.  

8. Develop the foundations of higher education and support scientific research 
including the establishment of the Palestinian Scientific Research Centre.  

9. Stop the use of school facilities for more than one term per day and increase the 
number of schools.  

10. Reduce the number of pupils per class and the number of pupils per teacher at all 
levels of education especially in the elementary level.  

11. Encourage the formation of student unions and provide them with support and 
with the appropriate climate so as to play their aspired role and so as for schools and 
universities to remain bastions of national action.  

12. Provide all schools with sporting and cultural facilities as well as with 
laboratories and computers.  

13. Provide schools across the homeland with the various specialties by attracting 
migrant Palestinian talents and training those who live inside the homeland.  

14. Encourage scouting activities and internal tourism and include them in the 
educational requirements especially as part of the curriculum of national education.  
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15. Encourage private educational institutions at all levels (pre-university) because of 
the savings they contribute to the state budget and the competition they provoke 
within the educational sector as a whole.   

16. Permit the licensing of quality non-profit private universities so as to encourage 
competition which in turn contributes to enhancing qualifications and to keeping our 
students at home with substantial savings to our economy.  

17. Attend to vocational, technical and agricultural education and training.  

18. Develop the educational strategies so as to focus on qualification and shun all 
forms of favoritism in employment. The quality of those graduating from the 
educational system will be considered first and foremost.    

19. Support Needy University Students Fund and develop its mechanisms so as to 
have a higher level of transparency and objectivity and deliver aim to those who 
deserve it. 

Eighth: In the Subject of Admonition and Guidance 

1. Improve the efficiency of preachers and religious guides, equate their status with 
that of their peers in other ministries, provide them with rewarding incentives and 
formulate the rules and guidelines that achieve fairness.  

2. End all forms of security intervention in this apparatus, enable the working 
scholars to perform their roles and end the policy of exclusion.  

3. Review the Law of Admonition and Guidance so as to provide those who have the 
knowledge and the qualifications to perform their religious and national duties.  

4. Care for the mosques, build more of them and reinvigorate their missionary and 
educational role in society.  

5. Attend to the issues pertaining to hajj and umrah (pilgrimage) in order to enable 
pilgrims to perform their rituals with ease and comfort.  

Ninth: In Social Policy 

1. Support the correct foundation and cohesion of the Palestinian family so as to 
constitute the solid foundation that preserves our social values and moral ethics.  

2. Establish social solidarity and encourage and expand the existing Social Protection 
Network so as to guarantee the social and political stability of both the family and 
the society and bolster the elements of steadfastness.  

3. Provide social services (education, health and social security) and other public 
services to all citizens without discrimination, favoritism or partisanship.  

4. Unify the pension system so as to achieve equality and fairness among pensioners.  

5.  With regard to Personal Status Law and Shari'ah Courts: 
• There is a need to enact a single law derived from Shari'ah texts and from the 

recognized jurisprudential schools and to opt for what suits best the needs of 
the Palestinian Muslim society in the modern era.  

• Enact legislations pertaining to the Shari'ah courts of various levels so as to be 
implemented in a unified manner (in Jerusalem, the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip) including the laws of endowment, inheritance and non-Muslim sects.  
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• Seek a reasonable representation of the Shari'ah courts in the Palestinian 
Constitutional Court. 

6. Preserve the social fabric of the Palestinian people and public morality, guarantee 
that social invariables are not violated and prevent any measures or legislations that 
may undermine them.  

7. Support the social institutions that care for the various sections of society such as 
women, children, orphans, the poor and those with special needs.  

8. Develop educational and vocational training centres and institutions to care for the 
prisoners when still in captivity and then when freed so as to integrate them into 
society and enable them to contribute to the development of the homeland.  

9. Provide comprehensive educational and health care to the families of the martyrs 
and prisoners and all the needy segments of society.  

10. Revitalize, organize and develop the zakat committeese.  

11. Combat poverty by pursuing justice in wealth distribution and encourage 
charitable associations and lift restrictions that may impede their activities.  

12. Develop systems of social security so as to help eliminate poverty and maintain 
social harmony in the Palestinian society.  

13. Combat narcotics and intoxicants and all forms of corruption through education, 
awareness programs and exercising the law.  

14. Support the institutions that care for the handicapped and those with special 
needs and develop programs to facilitate their integration into society.  

15. Adopt a clear policy that would care for the human element inside the various 
departments by means of developing the human labor force and achieve job security 
and psychological stability for the workers.  

16. Revitalize reconciliation committees and support them financially for they play 
an important role in resolving disputes among members of the community and in 
restoring climates of amicability and harmony among feuding parties.  

Tenth: In Cultural and Media Policy 

By virtue of the significant role played by cultural institutions and the media in 
forming the convictions and thoughts of citizens and hence the identity of the 
Ummah, our List will pursue the following:  

1. Establish the media policy on the principles of the freedoms of thought and 
expression and on the value of honesty.  

2. Immune the citizens, especially growing up young people, against corruption, 
Westernization and intellectual invasion and combat cultural normalization.  

3. Facilitate the tasks of journalists and the mass media and guarantee the right of the 
masses to learn the truth.  

4. End the intervention of the security agencies in the issuing of licenses for 
publications, research centres and public opinion polling institutions. 

5. Elevate the level of public knowledge and awareness of rights, duties, 
responsibilities and their consequences.  

6. Revitalize the public sector media and liberate them from factionalism and 
bolstering professionalism and transparency in their programs. 
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7. Found a public foundation, and encourage the founding of private ones, to 
specialize in Palestinian heritage, modern history and holy places.  

8. Direct the official media to contribute to the advancement of Palestinian society 
and bolster its steadfastness. These media will be turned into pulpits expressing in 
truth the struggle of the Palestinian people and the nobility of their cause. They will 
be encouraged to provide a spacious platform for politicians, thinkers and journalists 
to raise the issues freely but without infringing on the national invariables. 

Eleventh: In the Questions of Women, Children and the Family 

1.  Protection and Care for children emphasizing their right to proper bringing up, 
nutrition, physical and psychological care, guidance and education. 

2. The Palestinian woman is a partner in jihad and resistance as well as in building 
and development.  

3. Guarantee women rights and accomplish the legislative framework for supporting 
them and endeavor to enable women to contribute in social, economic and political 
development.  

4. Shield women with Islamic education and through making them aware of their 
legitimate rights and affirm the woman's independent personality that is based on 
chastity, decency and observance.  

5. Revitalize the role of voluntary and construction women institutions which are a 
significant section of civil society.  

6. Establish units in the countryside to teach women the weaving of carpets and 
mats, spinning and other such crafts to provide the rural women with job 
opportunities.  

7.  Encourage utilizing women resources in the public sphere and highlight the role 
of women in building the society.  

8. Support the stability of the family by means of:  

- developing legislations specific to the working woman with the aim of 
achieving family stability and generational protection;  

- showing solidarity with the families whose houses are demolished or 
whose children are detained or pursued;  

- providing appropriate health clinics and hospitals so as to render 
health care to the family and attend to all the needs of maternity and 
childhood; 

- protecting women from all forms of abuse and exploitation that 
demean them or treat them as if they were bodies and nothing else as 
happens in advertising or as in the case of embroiling them in illicit 
activities. 

Twelfth:  In the issues of the youth 

1. Expand the founding of youth institutions and develop those of them that already 
exist so as to guarantee building a wholesome youth personality and to encourage 
dialogue among the youth.  
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2. Support sports and cultural clubs, put an end to interventions in their affairs and 
combat negative phenomena within them.  

3. Support and encourage the talented and the innovative among the youth in 
various fields and provide them with job opportunities each in his or her field.  

4. Provide care for the youth and immunize them against corruption and immorality.  

5. Provide the youth, especially university graduate, with honorable and appropriate 
job opportunities.  

6. Enhance the participation of the youth in political, social and cultural activities and 
in constructive arts.  

7. Support the various sports teams so as to take part in local, Arab, Islamic and 
international tournaments and endeavor to construct sports halls and playgrounds to 
serve these ends.  

Thirteenth: In Housing Policy 

1. Allocate certain public property lands for the establishment of residential 
complexes and villages to distribute them among low earning citizens especially 
those whose homes were demolished or impoverished families and the families of 
martyrs and detainees.  

2. Ease the problem of housing for low earners and ease the problem of crowding in 
housing especially inside the Gaza Strip and in some areas within the West Bank.  

3. Encourage the construction of functional housing complexes that are annexed to 
public service institutions such as schools, hospitals, universities and other general 
facilities.  

4. The equitable distribution of charitable housing premises so as to encourage 
benefactors to continue funding such projects.  

5. Activate the construction sector by means of providing funding housing projects 
and public buildings projects in order to speedily contribute to: 

- Solving the problem of unemployment among the Palestinians who used to 
be employed in Israel, especially that most of them possess experience and 
talents in construction; 

- Reduce the rental bill the government pays for the buildings it occupies and 
consequently alleviate some of the burden borne by the budget and divert the 
resources to other priorities; 

- Develop social services by means of providing new premises or expanding 
existing ones especially in the sectors of education and healthcare.  

6. Provide housing for junior civil servants and low earners at cost price or with 
interest free loans, encourage housing contracts and remedying cases of insolvency.  

7. Adopt structural and regional plans for Palestinian towns and villages.  

Fourteenth: In Health Policy 

1. Reform the health insurance system and make it available to all citizens starting 
with the poor who are in more need.  

2. Set a time plan for achieving medical sufficiency in all fields so as to prevent the 
expenditure of public funds on treatment abroad.   
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3. Expand the services of primary healthcare and public health centres to facilitate 
medical treatment and ease the burden on citizens in villages and small towns.  

4. Develop public health services so as to surpass in quality the services provided by 
the private sector.  

5. Draw the necessary plans to expand the construction of fully integrated hospitals 
depending on the needs of various regions.  

6. Achieve a balance in specializations and expertise in hospitals and an equitable 
distribution of qualified personnel and equipment in all regions.  

7. Provide rewarding incentives to doctors, nurses and other workers in the health 
sector who work in rural areas as well as to those with rare specializations in the 
health sector. 

8. Encourage private and specialized health services.  

9. Elevate the standard of the health sector (doctors, pharmacists, nurses and health 
administrators) to meet the needs and requirements of the Palestinian society.  

10. Provide the appropriate health facilities to care for the wounded and the 
handicapped who were hit along the path of Palestinian jihad without discrimination 
among various segments of the Palestinian people.  

11. Provide the free and appropriate healthcare to the families of the martyrs, the 
wounded, the invalids and the captives.  

12. Endeavor to provide a clean environment by means of developing the culture of 
public cleanliness, planting trees along the roads and in public parks and 
encouraging private and public gardening.  

13. Protect the environment and stop Palestinian environmental deterioration in 
coordination with international agencies and resist the continuing environmental 
pollution of the Palestinian lands as a result of the practices undertaken by the 
occupation and by Zionist settlements and expose these practices at the international 
level.  

14. Maintain the Gaza coast so as to remain clean, pleasant and suitable for summer 
vacationing and tourism, stop infringements on it such as refuse dumping and 
prevent environmental pollution emanating from the pumping of household and 
industrial drainage into the sea.  

15. Follow up the studies that have been prepared for the purpose of getting rid of 
the environmental disaster that emanated from the existence of treatment pools to 
the north of the Gaza Strip, allocate new land to increase the number of "refuse 
dumping sites" in the Gaza Strip and the West Bank and establish projects to make 
use of the refuse.  

Fifteenth: In Agricultural Policy 

1. Develop the agricultural sector and animal resources in the direction of achieving 
food security for the Palestinian people in prelude to accomplishing a surplus in 
production for export purposes.  

2. Endeavor to categorize lands in Palestine, determine their agricultural uses such as 
for growing citruses, grains, fruits, etc., and enacting the necessary legislations for 
developing them.  
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3.  Restructure and revitalize the farmers union across all the provinces so as to 
contribute to implementing the agricultural policies that are aimed at advancing this 
important sector.  

4. Endeavor to adopt an agricultural loaning system to replace the interest-based 
system and encourage in-kind agricultural loaning.  

5. Endeavor to bolster coordination among the concerned agencies within the 
agricultural sector with regard to policy making, production, manufacture and 
marketing and seek to open up Arab and international markets for Palestinian 
agricultural produce as part of the available preferential treatment agreements.  

6. Adopt the approach of comprehensive rural development as a framework for 
agricultural development by means of providing the necessary infrastructure for 
agricultural projects.  

7. Encourage the establishment of food processing projects so as to make use of 
leftovers; and develop the quality of locally produced seeds, insecticides and 
fertilizers. 

8. Attend to the fisheries industry and protect the rights of fishermen.  

9. Regulate the import, marketing and use of insecticides and agricultural or 
veterinary medications; rationalize the use of chemical fertilizers; and provide 
agricultural guidance services.  

10. Encourage the reclaim of lands and support farming and irrigating them.  

11. Endeavor to develop animal resources and bridge the gap between demand and 
supply.  

12. Monitor the performance of the "Costal Water" Authority so as to serve the best 
interests of the homeland and the citizens.  

Sixteenth: In Economic, Fiscal and Monetary Policy 

The Almighty Allah says: "Those who, when they spend, are not extravagant and not 
niggardly, but hold a just (balance) between those (extremes)." (Al-Furqan; verse 67) 

The Almighty also says: "Allah will deprive usury of all blessing, but will give 
increase for deeds of charity; for He loves not creatures ungrateful and wicked." (Al-
Baqarah; verse 67) 

1. Achieve economic and monetary independence and disengage with the Zionist 
entity and its economy and currency by ending the subordination to it and seeking to 
issue a Palestinian currency.  

2. Review economic and fiscal legislations and regulations.  

3. Provide the appropriate legal and procedural environment to encourage 
investment and enact additional and vital economic laws such as the law of 
preventing monopoly and the law of customs.  

4. Endeavor to establish a "resisting economy" and encourage self-dependency; shun 
extravagance and abuse; and avoid unproductive projects or those that damage 
social and moral matrices such as nightclubs, gambling parlors, etc. 

5. Thoroughly considered distribution of projects and expanding their geographic 
and human zones so as to protect them and lessen the likelihood of action by the 
enemy aimed at striking these projects or imposing siege or sanctions.  
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6. Reconsider the international economic agreements taking into consideration the 
special circumstances of the Palestinian economy. The following are among the most 
important agreements that will be reviewed:  

- Paris economic agreement 

- Free trade agreement with the United States of America 

- Partnership agreement with the European Union 

- Economic cooperation agreements with Egypt and Jordan 

7. Develop economic and trade relations with the Arab and Islamic world through 
the conclusion of preferential trade agreements that would contribute to the 
development of Palestinian economy and assist it in ending its subordination to the 
Israeli economy.  

8. Formulate economic policies (fiscal, monetary, operational, commercial, industrial 
and agricultural) that seek (during the term of the PLC which lasts four years) to 
accomplish balanced economic development, bolster local resources, protect 
vulnerable groups, preserve social solidarity, stabilize prices and wages, combat 
poverty, reduce unemployment, keep inflation under control, achieve economic 
growth and improve individual standard of living.  

9. Develop the infrastructure so as to meet the requirements of the industrial and 
agricultural and public services sectors; concentrate on training and qualifying the 
Palestinian labor force so as to fulfill the needs of the Palestinian market and 
consequently solve the problem of dependence on the Israeli market for 
employment.  

10. Protect public properties and assets and utilize them in a manner that would 
bring general benefit to current and future generations. This requires the 
implementation of an ambitious program of fiscal and administrative reform in PNA 
agencies and departments and the use of international aid in the best possible way so 
as to accomplish the objectives of comprehensive development away from 
extravagance and misappropriation and would as a result achieve social justice. 

11. Review the prices of gas and other petroleum products and of electricity, 
telephone and water so as to alleviate the burden borne by citizens.  

12. Attend to Palestinian production sectors through the implementation of the 
recommendations of serious scientific studies especially those that seek to develop 
the internal resources of the Palestinian economy.  

13. Develop the Palestinian trade and customs policy so as to suit the developmental 
posture of the Palestinian economy and the objectives of Palestinian foreign trade.  

14. Reformulate the income tax law so as for tax to become 'ascending' and therefore 
ease the burden on low earners; and amend indirect taxation in the Palestinian 
economy and reduce the value added tax so as to correspond to the Palestinian 
growth level.  

Seventeenth: In Questions pertaining to Labor and Laborers 

1. Respect, develop and encourage the activities of trade unions and specialized 
professional associations.  

2. Setting a minimum wage limit for the various labor sectors so as to guarantee an 
acceptable standard of decent living.  
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3. Implement a serious national plan to deal with the phenomenon of 
unemployment. The plan should rely on developing the local resources of the 
Palestinian economy and the appropriate use of funds (whether local or through 
international aid).  

4. Disseminate labor culture and awareness of rights and duties among all workers in 
the various sectors using different legitimate means and methods.  

5. Include workers in all sectors in the comprehensive health insurance system.  

6. Develop the law of labor and laborers so as to guarantee the rights of laborers 
including their right to form and join trade unionist activity and in a manner that 
would dispense justice to all workers in the various production sectors.  

7. Link workers' wages and salaries to the inflation index.  

Eighteenth: Transport and Passages 

1. Rehabilitate all the roads across the homeland in accordance with modern 
specifications. 

2. Construct new roads among towns and villages; citizens prejudiced reserve the 
right to be compensated.  

3. Affirm the importance of active and free communication between the West Bank 
and the Gaza Strip. 

4. Open free passages between Palestine and Egypt and between Palestine and 
Jordan and reject any degree of foreign intervention in these passages.  

5. Endeavor to open the port and the airport so as to contribute to the development 
of the Palestinian economy and serve the facilitate communication among the 
children of the one people inside and outside. 

Conclusion 

The blessed Al-Aqsa Intifada has created new facts on the ground that rendered the 
Oslo program a thing of the past and different parties, including the Zionist 
occupation, have already spoken about "burying Oslo." Our people today are more 
united, more aware and more invincible. Hamas is approaching the elections having, 
with the help of Allah and in cooperation with all the honorable ones, reinforced the 
method of resistance and engraved it in the minds, hearts and souls of our people.  

Brothers and sisters the voters, 

This is our manifesto which we submit to you. We share your ambition and place our 
hand in yours. We do not claim to create miracles and we do not possess a magic 
stick.  

However, together we aim and proceed toward achieving our national project along 
the path toward our greater goals: a single, free and guided Ummah.  

Brothers and sisters the voters, 

The responsibility is mutual and righteous deeds are raised and blessed by the 
Almighty Allah.  

Our approach relies on trustworthy and qualified representatives who pledge 
sincerity to Allah and loyalty to Him, to the people and to the cause. So, rest assured 
that they will fulfill their promises and prove to be truthful to their slogans.  
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Brothers and sisters the voters, 

When you stand before the ballot box, remember your responsibility when you meet 
the Almighty Allah. You are entrusted with your vote in choosing your 
representative to the Legislative Council. When this representative speaks and 
discusses issues pertaining to religion, to the homeland and to future he or she acts 
on your behalf. So, make sure you make the right choice through which you aim to 
please your Lord and your Prophet peace be upon him. "Truly the best of persons for 
you to employ is the (one) who is strong and trusty." 

Yes, make the right choice for your happiness and the happiness of your people, 
God-willing.  

"Islam is the Solution" 

This is our path toward change and reform 

Our program is our means to rebuild the society that has been destroyed by 
occupation and to protect its resistance 

Our program is our course toward bolstering Islamic-national unity along the path of 
full liberation 

Our program is the program of the entire people and the entire homeland 

[And say: "Work (righteousness): soon will Allah observe your work, and His 
Messenger, and the Believers: soon will you be brought back to the Knower of what 

is hidden and what is open: then will He show you the truth of all that you did.] 

(Al-Tawbah; verse 105) 

Brothers and sisters the voters, 

Your vote is a trust, so testify nothing but the truth
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